
 
Art Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Advanced Painting Time Frame: One Semester 

Grade Level: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Art II* 

Department: Art 

Course Overview: 
Advanced Painting builds upon the intermediate techniques and skills learned in Drawing & Painting. The 
emphasis is on color theory, characteristics, techniques, and processes of different paint media as well 
as studying different art styles and master artists. As an advanced course, students will work creatively 
and independently to apply higher order problem solving and critical thinking skills to meet deadlines for 
projects. Student artists will also display and critique art. Painting mediums include but are not limited 
to: acrylic, watercolor, and oil paints. Students will keep a sketchbook and develop a body of work that 
may serve as the beginning stages for students planning to submit an AP Art & Design Portfolio.  
*Students may not take Art II and Advanced Painting in the same semester. 

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Review 1 week 
Learn and Experiment: Acrylic 2-3 weeks 
Learn and Experiment: Watercolor 2-3 weeks 
Learn and Experiment: Oil 2-3 weeks 
Choices 2-3 weeks 
Community 2-3 weeks 
Independent Investigation/Final Project 2-3 weeks 
Imagine & Respond 2-3 weeks 
Standards Supporting Learning Targets 
 
Primary Resources Used: none 
Digital Tool: n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Review  
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Review what artists already know about painting 
●​ Learn new skills and techniques about painting 
●​ Experiment with new painting painting skills and techniques 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists and designers learn from trial and error? 
●​ How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Artists and designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts, media, and 

art-making approaches 
●​ People evaluate art based on various criteria 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can work with art materials at an advanced level and critique my own art.( CR1.2.IIa, RE9.1.IIa) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ The importance of practice and experimentation in their art. 
●​ The importance of experimenting with different techniques, tools and materials in their art. 
●​ Make inferences about a piece of art 
●​ Experiment with different painting mediums and techniques. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: experimentation, technique, medium/media, critique, trial and error, criteria, 
inference, composition, form/structure, practice 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Learn and Experiment: Acrylic 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
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●​ Learn about acrylic paint, it’s structure, uses, and history 
●​ Practice color theory with acrylic paint 
●​ Create an acrylic painting at an advanced level 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? 
●​ What role does persistence play in revising, refining, and developing work? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive critique, reflecting on, 

revising, and refining work over time. 
●​ Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and responsibility while 

developing and creating artworks. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can learn painting techniques  using acrylic, watercolor and oil paints to create paintings and 

apply criteria to evaluate artwork. (CR2.1.IIa, RE9.1.IIIa) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ What acrylic paint is and how to use it properly 
●​ Color theory with acrylic paint 
●​ Share and discuss their work with peers 
●​ Successfully use acrylic paint safely 
●​ Create advanced level paintings with acrylic paint using color theory  
●​ Participate in a class critique of their work 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: acrylic paint, color theory, advanced technique, persistence, critique, 
experimentation, composition, safety, refinement, presentation/exhibition 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Learn and Experiment: Watercolor 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Learn about watercolor paint, it’s structure, uses, and history 
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●​ Practice color theory with watercolor paint 
●​ Create an watercolor painting at an advanced level 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? 
●​ What role does persistence play in revising, refining, and developing work? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive critique, reflecting on, 

revising, and refining work over time. 
●​ Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and responsibility while 

developing and creating artworks. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can learn painting techniques  using acrylic, watercolor and oil paints to create paintings and 

apply criteria to evaluate artwork. (CR2.1.IIa, RE9.1.IIIa) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ What watercolor paint is and how to use it properly 
●​ Color theory with watercolor paint 
●​ Share and discuss their work with peers 
●​ Successfully use watercolor paint safely 
●​ Create advanced level paintings with watercolor paint using color theory  
●​ Participate in a class critique of their work 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: watercolor paint, transparency, wash, wet-on-wet, wet-on-dry, color theory, 
layering/glazing, bloom/backrun, critique, persistence 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Learn and Experiment: Oil 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Learn about oil paint, it’s structure, uses, and history 
●​ Practice color theory with oil paint 
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●​ Create an oil painting at an intermediate to advanced level 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? 
●​ What role does persistence play in revising, refining, and developing work? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive critique, reflecting on, 

revising, and refining work over time. 
●​ Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and responsibility while 

developing and creating artworks. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can learn painting techniques  using acrylic, watercolor and oil paints to create paintings and 

apply criteria to evaluate artwork. (CR2.1.IIa, RE9.1.IIIa) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ What oil paint is and how to use it properly 
●​ Color theory with oil paint 
●​ Share and discuss their work with peers 
●​ Successfully use oil paint safely 
●​ Create intermediate to advanced level paintings with oil paint using color theory  
●​ Participate in a class critique of their work 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: oil paint, medium, fat over lean, blending, impasto, underpainting, glazing, 
solvent, color theory, critique 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Choices 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Investigating and researching art styles and careers that inspire and motivate the student’s own 

work. 
●​ Using the concept of “choices” to determine media, composition, and inspiration in their artwork. 
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●​ Refine art skills to an advanced level. 
●​ Evaluate commonalities and differences in the use of images to influence, communicate, and 

understand. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists and designers create works of art or design that effectively communicate? 
●​ How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? 
●​ How is a personal preference different from an evaluation? 
●​ How does engaging in creating art enrich people’s lives? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ People create and interact with objects, places, and design that define, shape, enhance and 

empower their lives. 
●​ People evaluate art based on various criteria. 
●​ Through art-making, people make meaning by investigating and developing awareness or 

perceptions, knowledge, and experiences. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can experiment with materials,  generate artistic ideas and analyze my own work at an advanced 

level. (CR1.1.IIa, CN10.1.IIIa) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ How to develop and plan their own concepts for their artwork through investigation, research, and 

experimentation in order to develop their own artistic ideas and voices. 
●​ How to evaluate the use of images to influence, communicate, and create understanding. 
●​ Plan and develop their own concepts for their artwork. 
●​ Plan and create art at an advanced level. 
●​ Use images in their artwork effectively to communicate, influence, and create understanding. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: concept development, inspiration, media (art media), composition, artistic voice, 
research, evaluation criteria, personal preference, visual communication, influence, meaning-making, 
advanced technique 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 
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Community 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Investigate and evaluate how artists have worked with the idea of “community” in art to 

communicate, share, and express ideas or emotions, or collaborate in a work of art, exhibition, or 
presentation. 

●​ The relevance of “community” in art. 
●​ Refine art skills to an advanced level and create a work of art with a community connection. 
●​ Participate successfully in a class critique of their work. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks? 
●​ How does collaboration expand the creative process? 
●​ What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for presentation? 
●​ How do people contribute to awareness and understanding of their lives and the lives of their 

communities? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Creativity and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be developed. 
●​ Artists, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods including evolving 

technologies when preparing and refining artwork for display and, or when deciding if, and how to 
preserve and protect it. 

●​ People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history through their interactions 
with and analysis of art. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can organize and develop artistic ideas and paintings, develop and refine painting techniques for 

presentation, and interpret meaning in artistic work at an advanced level while participating of a 
community project (CR2.2.IIIa, PR5.1.IIa, RE8.1.Iia) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ How to identify community and/or collaborative artwork and how different organizations and/or 

disciplines can work together. 
●​ And understand the different purposes and meanings behind different types of 

community/collaborative art 
●​ How to plan art that is to be shared with others. 
●​ Plan a work of art that is a community or collaborative piece. 
●​ Create a work of art at an advanced level that is based upon a community or collaborative project 

or theme. 
●​ Successfully participate in a class critique of the artwork. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: community art, collaborative art, public art, installation, audience/viewer, 
presentation methods, preservation, creative risk-taking, cultural narrative, interpretation, intent, 
collaboration 
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●​ Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 
 

Independent Investigation / Final Project 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Investigate, research, and plan a work of art using concepts, materials, and skills learned 

throughout the semester. 
●​ Create a final work of art demonstrating skills and concepts learned throughout the semester. 
●​ Refine art skills at an advanced level. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How or why do artists break from established traditions? 
●​ How do images influence our views of the world? 
●​ How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, and cultures? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Artists and designers shape artistic investigations, following or breaking with traditions, in pursuit 

of creative art making goals. 
●​ Visual imagery influences understanding of and responses to the world. 
●​ People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history through their  

interactions with and analysis of art. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and artwork that incorporates my own knowledge 

and experiences at an advanced level.  I can also prepare artwork for presentation and critique. 
(CR1,1,IIIa, PR4.1.IIIa, CN10.1.IIIa) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ How to investigate, research, and plan a work of art based upon their own interest, inspiration, and 

motivation. 
●​ How effectively critique art, their own and others, based upon an established set of criteria. 
●​ How to hypothesize the intent behind a work of art 
●​ Plan and develop their own concepts for their artwork.. 
●​ Plan and create art at an advanced level that demonstrates the skills and concepts they have 

learned during the class. 
●​ Use images in their artwork effectively to communicate, influence, and create understanding. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ Last Updated 3.25.26​​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8 



Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: artistic investigation, concept development, inspiration source, tradition, 
innovation, intent, visual imagery, cultural context, critique, criteria, presentation, refinement 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Imagine & Respond 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ At an ADVANCED LEVEL: 

○​ Creativity and experimentation 
○​ Building a personal style 
○​ Responding visually to prompts 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists and designers determine whether a particular direction in their work is effective? 
●​ How do artists and designers learn from trial and error? 
●​ How do images influence our views of the world? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Artists and designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts, media and 

art-making approaches. 
●​ Visual imagery influences understanding of and responses to the world. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can convey meaning through artwork and relate ideas with societal, cultural and historical 

contexts to deepen understanding at an advanced level.  (PR6.1.IIa, CN11.1.Ia) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ At an advanced level: 

○​ About different art materials and tools 
○​ How to make compositional decisions 
○​ About developing a personal style 
○​ Choose the appropriate art medium and tool for their work. 
○​ Experiment in their sketchbook with different art mediums, styles and techniques. 
○​ Respond visually to given prompts. 

Assessment Evidence 
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Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: experimentation, personal style, visual prompt, composition, medium/media, 
artistic direction, trial and error, visual imagery, interpretation, creative decision-making 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

National Art Standards: 
Creating (CR) 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work. 
Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR): 
Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
Responding (RE): 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
Connecting (CN): 
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding. 
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