
 
Art Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Art Survey - Identity Time Frame: One Semester 

Grade Level: 9-12  
Prerequisites: N/A 

Department: Art 

Course Overview: 
Art Survey Identity is an introductory art course designed to teach an overview of different art concepts 
and skills for all levels, abilities, and post-secondary goals. Students interested in art classes for 
enjoyment, exploring new creative outlets and without a progression in high level skills are encouraged 
to enroll in this course. Art Survey Identity is the first of a 4-semester rotating curriculum and may be 
taken during the 2 year rotation of Art Survey Courses. The curriculum for each semester focuses on 
different art processes, skills and concepts while maintaining an introductory art experience. Student 
artists will explore the concept of identity through different art mediums and skills including clay, 
drawing, design and mixed media. Students will study and embed the Elements of Art and Principles of 
Design into their work and assessments will be focused on process and problem solving rather than the 
end result. Students may be asked to furnish some of their own supplies. For students requesting to opt 
out of Art Survey, the student must have an art portfolio evaluated by a West Bend High School art 
instructor. Note: This course is offered for odd school years only. 

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Sculpture / Mixed Media 4 weeks 
Drawing / Mixed Media 4 weeks 
Painting 4 weeks 
Design 4 weeks 
Mixed Media 4 weeks 
Standards Supporting Learning Targets 
 
Primary Resources Used: none 
Digital Tool: n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Sculpture / Mixed Media 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Identity through Self Portrait Sculptures using Texture, Form, Proportion, and Scale. 
●​ Students will develop skills in three-dimensional art by constructing self-portrait sculptures that 

emphasize personal identity through creative use of texture, form, proportion, and scale. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can texture, form, proportion, and scale be used to express identity in sculpture? 
●​ What role do non-traditional materials play in creating meaning in mixed media sculptures? 
●​ How do artists solve problems when working in three dimensions? 
●​ In what ways does layering materials create depth and complexity in a sculpture? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ How can texture, form, proportion, and scale be used to express identity in sculpture? 
●​ What role do non-traditional materials play in creating meaning in mixed media sculptures? 
●​ How do artists solve problems when working in three dimensions? 
●​ In what ways does layering materials create depth and complexity in a sculpture? 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I CAN create visual and physical textures through manipulation of non-traditional materials. 
●​ I CAN create a portrait with correct proportions.  
●​ I CAN problem solve and create depth through layering materials. 
●​ I CAN recognize the meaning and connections behind the use of non-traditional materials. 

      (CR2.2.Ia, PR6.1.I, RE.7.1.Ia, CN11.1.Ia) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Understand and apply the principles of form, proportion, scale, and texture in sculpture. 
●​ Identify and select appropriate non-traditional materials for artistic expression. 
●​ Construct self-portrait sculptures that reflect personal identity and meaning. 
●​ Use layering and material manipulation techniques to add depth and complexity to their work. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: sculpture, installation art, temporary art, natural materials, manmade materials, 
site-specific, composition, form, texture, balance, environmental art, impermanence, assemblage, 
collaboration 

Resources: n/a 
 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
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●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Drawing / Mixed Media 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Identity through experimentation of materials demonstrating Symbolism, Contrast, Balance, and 

Color representation. 
●​ Students will use a variety of drawing and mixed media techniques to express personal identity, 

emphasizing symbolic imagery, contrasting elements, balanced composition, and emotional use 
of color. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can artists use symbolism to express personal identity in their artwork? 
●​ In what ways do contrast, balance, and color influence the meaning and impact of a piece? 
●​ How can different materials and mark-making techniques express emotions and ideas? 
●​ How does creating art help us understand and appreciate ourselves? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Symbolism in art allows artists to communicate deeper personal meanings and stories. 
●​ Contrast, balance, and color are powerful tools that affect the emotional response and 

interpretation of artwork. 
●​ Experimenting with diverse media and mark-making can reveal and express complex emotions. 
●​ The creative process supports self-discovery and personal growth. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I CAN create a self portrait using a variety of mediums. 
●​ I CAN create Contrast through color, value, and concepts. 
●​ I CAN create meaningful artwork by using color, mark making, and value, to express emotions. 
●​ I CAN find understanding and appreciation of myself by creating art. 

     (CR1.1.Ia, PR6.1.Ia, RE7.1.Ia, CN10.1.IIIa) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and apply symbolism to convey personal meaning in their drawings. 
●​ Use contrast, balance, and color effectively to enhance visual impact. 
●​ Experiment with various media and mark-making techniques to express emotion. 
●​ Reflect on their own identity and experiences through their artwork. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: observational drawing,symbolism, mixed media, media (art materials), texture, 
proportion, value, line quality, layering, composition, blending, contrast, focal point, stylization 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
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 ●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Painting 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Identity through Color Theory, Space, and Unity. 
●​ Students will understand and apply color theory, utilize space effectively, and create unified 

compositions that express personal identity and artistic intent. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does color theory influence the mood and meaning in a painting? 
●​ In what ways can space and composition create a sense of unity in artwork? 
●​ How do artists decide on subject matter to express personal or cultural identity? 
●​ Why is it important to use and care for art tools and materials responsibly? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Understanding the color wheel and spectrum helps artists create intentional color harmonies and 

contrasts. 
●​ Effective use of space and composition contributes to the unity and overall impact of a painting. 
●​ Artists’ subject choices are influenced by their identity, experiences, and message they want to 

communicate. 
●​ Responsible use and care of materials supports sustainable and respectful art practices. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I CAN understand the basic uses of a color wheel and the order of the color spectrum by mixing 

primary colors. 
●​ I CAN take risks when creating abstract artwork. 
●​ I CAN recognize the reasons why artists choose the subject matter of their artworks. 
●​ I CAN use and take care of tools and supplies responsibly. 

     (CR2.1.Ia, RE.7.2.Ia, CN11.1.Ia) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify primary, secondary, and tertiary colors and mix them to create a color spectrum. 
●​ Apply color theory concepts to develop expressive and harmonious paintings. 
●​ Use spatial organization to create balanced and unified compositions. 
●​ Reflect on the meaning behind their choice of subject matter. 
●​ Demonstrate proper handling and care of painting materials and tools. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 
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Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: painting, medium, technique, color, value, depth, perspective, layering, blending, 
texture, atmosphere/mood, foreground/background/middleground, contrast, highlight/shadow 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Design 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Identity through Line, Pattern, Rhythm, Repetition, and Variety. 
●​ Students will develop and refine artistic ideas, create meaningful designs including personal 

logos, and understand how design connects to identity and communication. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can line, pattern, rhythm, repetition, and variety express identity in design? 
●​ How do designers create and evaluate ideas when starting without a clear plan? 
●​ What roles do positive and negative space play in effective design? 
●​ How can logos and graphic design communicate personal and cultural identity? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Artistic ideas can emerge and develop even without a preconceived concept. 
●​ Design principles like rhythm, repetition, and variety contribute to dynamic and meaningful 

artwork. 
●​ Positive and negative space are essential for balance and clarity in design. 
●​ Logos and graphic design serve as powerful symbols of identity and marketing. 
●​ Evaluation criteria help artists improve and select the best designs for specific purposes. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I CAN create art without a preconceived idea. 
●​ I CAN develop and build on artistic ideas from art that previously had no meaningful content. 
●​ I CAN create criteria in order to evaluate a work of art. 
●​ I CAN identify and use geometric and organic shapes in art. 
●​ I CAN identify and use positive and negative space in art. 
●​ I CAN make connections between graphic design roles and our personalized logos. 
●​ I CAN interpret logo designs as representations of corporations, marketing, products and personal 

identity. 
●​ I CAN create multiple designs and select the most appropriate logo to represent myself. 
●​ I CAN recognize that I can use this logo as self representation  in contexts outside of the art 

room. 
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      (CR1.1.Ia, CR3.1.Ia, RE9.1.Ia, CN10.1.Ia, PR4.1.Ia, RE8.1.Ia) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and apply design elements such as line, pattern, rhythm, repetition, and variety. 
●​ Use positive and negative space effectively in compositions. 
●​ Develop personal logos reflecting their identity and understand their broader use. 
●​ Create criteria for evaluating their own and others’ artwork. 
●​ Reflect on how design communicates meaning beyond the classroom. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: line, shape, color, texture, space, form, value, balance, contrast, emphasis, 
movement, pattern, rhythm, unity, composition, natural-inspired design, critique 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Mixed Media 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Identity through arrangement of found and created objects. 
●​ Students will learn to combine various materials and techniques, experiment with texture and 

composition, and communicate identity and narrative through mixed media art. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can found and created objects be combined to express personal identity? 
●​ What role does texture, composition, and layering play in mixed media artwork? 
●​ How do artists make intentional choices when combining diverse materials? 
●​ In what ways can mixed media art communicate stories or emotions? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Mixed media art allows artists to combine materials in unique ways to express complex ideas. 
●​ The arrangement and layering of objects can create texture and depth, enhancing meaning. 
●​ Artists make deliberate decisions about materials and composition to communicate identity and 

narrative. 
●​ Found objects carry their own history and symbolism that contribute to the artwork’s message. 
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“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I CAN combine found and created objects to express my personal identity. 
●​ I CAN experiment with texture and layering to add depth to my artwork. 
●​ I CAN make intentional choices about materials and composition to communicate meaning. 
●​ I CAN explain the symbolism behind the objects I include in my artwork.  

(Standards: CR2.1.Ia, CR3.1.Ia, RE8.1.Ia, CN10.1.Ia) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify different materials and their potential uses in mixed media art. 
●​ Use layering, texture, and composition techniques to create engaging artworks. 
●​ Reflect on and articulate how their choices express identity or narrative. 
●​ Evaluate their work and that of peers using established artistic criteria. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: line, shape, color, texture, space, form, value, balance, contrast, emphasis, 
movement, pattern, rhythm, unity, composition, natural-inspired design, critique 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

National Art Standards: 
Creating (CR) 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work. 
Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR): 
Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
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Responding (RE): 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
Connecting (CN): 
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding. 

 
 

 
 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ ​ Last Updated 3.25.26​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8 


