
 

 

 

Memorandum 

Date:  February 24, 2026 

To:  DANIELLE LYNN MEHR, Director of Special Education 

 St. Cloud Public School District  

From:  Sonia R. Smith, State Director of Special Education  

RE: Notification of Year Three Status for Significant Disproportionality in 

Racial and Ethnic Groups in Special Education 

The Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA), 34 CFR 300.226, outlines that states are required to 

establish thresholds and determine which districts have significantly disparate rates of special education 

identification, placement in restrictive settings, and/or discipline, including suspensions and expulsions of 

students with disabilities.  

This memorandum notifies you that your Local Education Agency (LEA) met the numeric threshold for significant 

disproportionality in the 2025-26 school year for: 

• White students identified as having Speech or Language Impairement (SLI) and is classified as having 

“Year Three” status. 

You are now required to set aside 15% of federal Part B 611 and 619 funds for Coordinated Early Intervening 

Services (CEIS). The CEIS Plan must be submitted by July 1, 2026. MDE will review the program narrative. Any 

additional information requested by MDE will need to be submitted by October 31, 2026. See attached memo 

for instructions on CEIS applications. 

Your district met the data threshold for significant racial disproportionality for the following racial/ethnic groups 

and area of special education: 

 



 

 

 

The chart below contains the data used to calculate either the Standard Risk Ratio (SRR) and/or Alternate Risk 

Ratio (ARR) for the discipline and/or identification categories of analysis above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please also see the attached methodology document which details the data calculation methods and criteria for 

the identification of significant disproportionality. 

If you have any questions, please contact:  



 

 

Alex Migambi, State Disproportionality Specialist, Special Education             

(651) 582-8736                  

Alex.Migambi@state.mn.us 

John Gimpl, Supervisor, Special Education  

651-582-8353 

john.gimpl@state.mn.us 

 

Paul Ferrin, Supervisor, Supervisor, School Finance                                                    

651-582-8864 

paul.ferrin@state.mn.us 
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