
Advanced English II Summer Reading Assignment 2026-2027  

In Advanced English II, students will read and analyze various works of 
literature. In order to build a stronger foundation in literary analysis, you will 
read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. The 
purpose is to help you become a more insightful reader by learning how to 
recognize literary patterns, symbols, and deeper meanings in texts.  

How To Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. 
Foster ISBN: 978-0062301673  

This text will be referenced frequently in class--it is  
highly encouraged you purchase your own copy!  

Copies of the text can be purchased from Amazon,  
Barnes & Noble, or other secondhand sellers like Half  
Price Books  

Other options for securing the text involve searching for  
digital PDFs online or borrowing copies from the school. If  

you’d like to check out a copy to borrow for the summer, feel  
free to swing by Ms. Acosta’s in A149, email Ms. Acosta  
(iacosta@huffmanisd.net), or visit the school during summer  

The assignment:  
Part 1: Chapter Summaries and Analysis  

For each chapter (or grouped chapters if very short), write a brief summary 
(3–5 sentences) that explains the main idea or takeaway.  
Then, write one question or reflection—something that made you think, 
something you agree/disagree with, or a literary connection you’ve noticed 
in something you’ve read or seen.  

Part 2: Selected Chapter Infographic  
Select one chapter from How to Read Literature Like a Professor that you 
found especially interesting or meaningful. Create a one-page infographic 
that visually explains the key idea of the chapter.  
Your one-pager must include:  

The chapter title and main concept  
Key vocabulary or literary terms from the chapter  
At least two original examples (from books, movies, or pop culture) 
Images, symbols, or diagrams to help illustrate the concept  
A brief explanation (2–4 sentences) showing how your examples connect 
to Foster’s idea  



 

Chapter Title Summary w/ Evidence Reflection/Question 
1 – Every Trip Is 
a Quest (Except 
When It’s Not) 

  

2 – Nice to 
Eat with You: 
Acts of 
Communion 
 

  

3 – Nice to 
Eat You: Acts 
of Vampires 
 

  

10 - It’s More 
Than Just Rain 
or Snow 
 
 
 

  

11 - ... More 
Than It’s 
Going to Hurt 
You: 
Concerning 
Violence 
 

  

12 - Is That a 
Symbol? 
 

  

18 - If She 
Comes Up, It’s 
Baptism 
 

  

19 - 
Geography 
Matters... 
 

  



20 - ... So Does 
Season 
 

  

22 - He’s Blind 
for a Reason, 
You Know 
 

  

23 - It’s Never 
Just Heart 
Disease... 
 

  

24 - ... And 
Rarely Just 
Illness 

  

 


