
Preparing Boys for Life

Summer Work
Rising Third Grade





Dear Parents of Rising Third Graders, 

Summer is a wonderful time for boys to explore interests, enjoy camps and travel, spend time 
outdoors, and engage in the many experiences that help them grow beyond the classroom. At the 
same time, summer is also an important opportunity to maintain engagement with academic 
learning so that boys move confidently from one school year into the next.

This workbook contains the required summer work for your son as he prepares to enter his next 
grade with a mixture of literacy and math work. The activities included are designed to provide 
manageable practice in key skills and habits that will help ensure a strong and confident start to 
the school year. This workbook should be turned into your son’s teacher on the first day of 
school. The work will prepare your son to engage in the beginning of year activities and 
assessments 

I encourage you to take this work seriously and do not save it for the last week of summer. The 
assignments have been designed to be completed steadily over time, with practice and reading 
spread across the weeks of summer rather than done all at once. A little consistency goes a long 
way in helping skills stay sharp and building readiness for the year ahead.

This workbook includes the following sections. It is recommended to pace weekly work from each 
section throughout the summer.

RequiredThird Grade Reading and Writing Summer Work
Math Fluency Practice 
Math Skills Practice 
3rd Grade Suggested Reading List

Thank you for partnering with us in supporting your son’s growth as a learner. We hope your 
family enjoys a summer filled with rest, joy, and meaningful experiences, alongside steady 
engagement with the learning in this workbook.

With care, 

Jenni Scoggin

Head of Lower School



Summer Work Plan

The purpose of the summer work is to provide consistent practice over time so that skills and 
learning are retained throughout the summer months. Research shows that spreading practice 
across many weeks leads to stronger long-term retention and helps boys return to school feeling 
confident and prepared for the year ahead.

We strongly encourage families to divide the work across the summer rather than saving it for the 
final week before school begins. Completing small amounts of work consistently will be far more 
beneficial than trying to complete everything at once at the end of the summer.

Please note the following expectations for accountability:

Summer workbooks should be turned in to your son’s homeroom teacher or advisory 
teacher on the first day of school.
Assessments connected directly to the summer work will take place during the first week of 
school.
The summer work has been intentionally designed to align with the skills, projects, and 
content that will be assessed and taught upon returning to school.

Thank you for partnering with us to help your son maintain strong learning habits and begin the 
school year ready to learn.



 
Required Summer Reading and Writing for Rising Third Graders 

The Haverford School 
2026-27 

 
All students entering Third Grade are required to  read: 

The Paintbrush Kid by Clyde Rober Bulla 

The Paintbrush Kid follows a boy named Greg, who struggles with school, especially 
reading. He feels frustrated and disconnected, often acting out because he thinks he’s 
not as capable as the other kids. Everything begins to change when Greg meets a 
mysterious neighbor, Mr. Finnerty, an artist. Through painting lessons, Greg discovers 
he has a special talent for art. As he gains confidence in his creativity, that confidence 
slowly carries over into other parts of his life—especially school. With encouragement 
and patience, Greg begins to believe in himself, improve his attitude, and see that 
learning can look different for everyone. 

When you return to school, we will discuss the themes, lessons, and character traits 
that are presented in this story. In addition, we will use this text to generate our goals for 
the year. 

Bring the book to school - read and reread. 

All students entering Third Grade are required to write the following: 

Compose an introductory letter to your new teacher that introduces yourself. This letter 
should tell us about yourself as a learner, your hobbies, interests, and what you are 
looking forward to accomplishing as a third grader. Use your best handwriting. You may 
use the Heggerty handwriting paper included in this workbook or write a separate sheet 
of notebook paper and bring it with you on the first day of class.  
 
Optional work:  
Art: Students may choose to include either a self-portrait with their introduction letter or 
an illustration of their summer memory. 
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Use interactive
platforms and apps

to practice.

Summer Math Fluency Practice (3rd, 4th, and 5th 
Grades)

Building Strong Foundations Through Consistent Practice

At The Haverford School, we know that math fact fluency—the ability to recall 
facts accurately, efficiently, and with confidence—is an essential building block 
for deeper mathematical thinking. Research consistently shows that 
automaticity with basic facts supports students in solving more complex 
problems because their cognitive energy can be devoted to reasoning and 
problem-solving rather than basic calculation.

Scholars such as John Hattie and Jo Boaler have highlighted the importance of 
meaningful practice and strong number sense in developing mathematical 
proficiency. When students have fluency with foundational facts, they are 
better positioned to engage in higher-level concepts with confidence and 
flexibility.



The Case for Consistency: The 5–10 Minute Rule

One of the strongest messages from research is simple: 
Short daily practice is more effective than occasional long sessions.

Just 5–10 minutes a day can make a significant difference in building 
automaticity.

Why short, consistent practice works:

Builds long-term memory through repeated retrieval
Strengthens speed and accuracy over time
Prevents summer learning loss
Reduces frustration and increases confidence
Makes practice manageable and sustainable for families

Think of fluency practice like strengthening a muscle—a little every day matters 
more than a lot once in a while.

Fact Fluency Assessments in Week One

During the first week of school, students in Grades 3–5 will complete a brief fact 
fluency assessment aligned to grade-level expectations:

Rising 3rd Grade:

Addition facts
Subtraction facts

Rising 4th Grade:

Multiplication facts

Rising 5th Grade:

Division facts

Regular summer practice will help boys begin the year feeling prepared and 
confident.



Tools for Summer Practice

While there are many digital tools available for fluency practice, good old-
fashioned, hands-on, low-tech practice is a wonderful option—and often the 
most engaging.

Five Simple Ways to Practice

1. Flash Cards (Classic for a Reason!)

Practice for a few minutes daily
Sort facts into “know well” and “keep practicing” piles
Let boys quiz a family member, too!

2. Math Fact Games
 Try playful practice through games such as:

Multiplication War (with playing cards)
Fact Bingo
Dice addition, subtraction, or multiplication games
“Around the World” with siblings or friends

3. Skip Counting & Oral Practice
 Practice facts while:

Riding in the car
Walking the dog
Setting the table
Shooting baskets

(“Count by 6s while we walk to the mailbox!”)

4. Write-and-Recall Challenges

Set a timer for one minute and see how many facts can be solved accurately
Keep a simple chart and celebrate growth over time

5. Use Math in Everyday Life
 Invite boys to use facts in authentic ways:

Calculate totals while shopping
Double or halve recipes
Figure out equal groups while sharing snacks
Estimate and solve quick number challenges aloud
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