








HRCSD BOARD GOALS FOR LRFPC PROCESS

1. Create a plan to fund and implement ongoing 
maintenance and enhancements to show good 
stewardship of financial resources.

2. Explore options to gain efficiencies in operational costs.

3. Consider how spaces can be more flexible and resilient.

4. Explore how to share responsibilities and investments 
with other community and government partners.

















History of School District Buildings:
Built to last generations, serving the community for over 80 years



Schools Through the Years
Comprehensive Map of Active and Decommissioned Sites

Pins approximate exact roadway 
corridors specified by District 
operational data maps.



Active Learning Centers

Secondary and Support
Wy'east Middle School

 Hood River Middle School
Hood River Valley High School 

Transportation Center

Elementary
Cascade Locks Elementary

May Street Elementary
 Westside Elementary
 Mid Valley Elementary
 Parkdale Elementary

Specialty and Admin
 Hood River Options Options Academy

 Nathaniel Coe Admin Center
 Pine Grove Campus



Legacy Facilities and Repurposed Sites

Barrett School
Closed 1970; students transitioned out 

to Westside and Wy'east.

Mt. Hood School
Closed 1970; now serving as the Mt. 

Hood Town Hall.

Frankton School
Decommissioned 1984; converted to a 

church.



The Eras of Consolidation

Early 1920s

Valley Crest moves to Parkdale; 
State Street building transitions 

into the County Courthouse.

1930–1950s

Pleasant View transitions to the 
American Legion. Central Vale 

closes down.

1970

The Great Consolidation: Barrett, 
Oak Grove, and Mt. Hood close as 

infrastructure unifies.

Late 1970s–1984

Park Street closes (now Children's 
Park). Frankton leaves active duty 

in 1984.



New Lives for Old Foundations

Nathaniel Coe School

Built in 1916, this facility now serves as the District 
Office and houses the Hood River Options 
Academy.

Parkdale Community Center
Constructed as Parkdale Primary, it was closed as 
an active campus in 1968. Today, it operates as the 
Parkdale Community Center.



Late 19th Century (The Pioneer Era)



Barrett School/East Barrett School

● 1873: The first schoolhouse was established.
● 1910: The new brick Barrett School (West Barrett) 

was built on Barrett Road.
● 1913: East Barrett School (a wooden frame building) 

was built on Orchard Road; it was sold and converted 
to a residence in 1925.

● 1920s: A new Barrett Grade School was constructed.
● 1970: Officially closed as a public campus; 

students were moved to Westside Elementary or 
Wy'east Junior High.

● Current: The 1910 brick building is now a private 
residence/has been demolished.

1910 West 
Barrett School.

Photo: Hood 
River History 
Museum

1907 East 
Barrett School. 
Notice kid in 
window.

Photo: Hood 
River History 
Museum



Frankton School

● 1880s: Established as one of the original 
neighborhood schools for pioneer families.

● 1941: The original wooden buildings were replaced with 
a poured concrete structure at 455 Frankton Road.

● 1984: Decommissioned as a public school because 
the site was too small for modern expansion needs.

● 2013: Sold March 25th, 2013 for $750,000
● Current: Sold and converted into a large private 

residence (church).

Frankton 
school 
approximatel
y taken 1888.

Photo: Hood 
River History 
Museum

2013 Photo

Photo: 
Columbia 
Gorge News



Crapper School/Oak Grove School

● 1880s: Established as a neighborhood pioneer 
school.

● 1912: The wooden schoolhouse was replaced with 
a permanent two-story brick structure.

● 1920: Earned standard school status from the 
state.

● 1948–1950: Modernized to handle the post-WWII 
Baby Boom.

● 1970: Officially closed as a public school; 
students were redirected to Westside 
Elementary.

● Current: Sold and converted into a private 
residence.

Right: New 
school building, 
photo dated 
1893.

Photo: Hood 
River History 
Museum

Left: Old Crapper 
School photo 
shows two 
additions approx. 
in 1893.

Photo: Hood 
River History 
Museum



State Street School (Courthouse School)

● 1882: A wooden, two-story school was built at State 
and 3rd Street.

● 1908: The district began leasing space to the newly 
formed county government; it became known as the 
Courthouse School.

● 1921: The property and 1882 building were sold to 
the county.

● Early 1950s: The original wooden building was 
demolished.

● 1954: The current stone/concrete Hood River County 
Courthouse was built on that footprint.

Note on back: In 1882 a one room school building was erected in the newly platted 
town of Hood River, later its capacity was doubled by extending the plan east, thus 
giving two rooms. When the Park School was built in the early nineties, this original 
building was used for the primary department. Hood River County was organized in 
1908 and purchased this building from the district for a Court House, adding more 
rooms. It is still used as such. - September 1925

Photo: Hood River History Museum



Pine Grove School

● 1887: An original schoolhouse was established to 
serve the children of early orchardists in the 
district.

● 1927: The current main brick building was completed, 
designed as a consolidated elementary school for the 
surrounding farming community.

● 2011: Officially closed as a standard K-5 neighborhood 
school; it briefly sat empty before the Early Childhood 
Center moved to this campus.

● 2026: Currently used for Early Intervention and Early 
Special Education and rental. 

Pine Grove School students and staff from 1900. This 
image is also well documented, with everyone 
identified

Photo: Hood River History Museum



Park Street School

● 1896: It was built in the neighborhood that was 
developing rapidly as Hood River grew from a small 
settlement into an established town

● 1921: Rebuilt as brick/tile building
● Late 1970s: Closed as a primary school; students 

moved to May Street Elementary.
● 2004: Volunteers built a massive wooden fort-style 

playground on the site.
● Current: Known as Children's Park/Gibson Park; the 

building has been used for various district and 
community purposes and rebuilt. 1896 Photos

Photos: Hood 
River History 
Museum



Early 20th Century (The Agriculture Bloom)



Pleasant View School/Heights Public School

● 1905: Built on June Street to serve 
the Heights neighborhood.

● 1921: The original building was 
destroyed by fire; students were 
temporarily moved to the Park Street 
site.

● 1922: Rebuilt on the same site.
● Closure 1930: Became redundant 

due to consolidation and was sold 
to the American Legion (Post 22).

● 1959: After the Legion sold the 
property, it was torn down to make a 
doctors office complex.

This was on the SE corner of 11th 
and June Streets in the Heights. It 
appears in the 1905 Sanborn map 
on the corner of H and Jago Streets. 
No date on photos.

Photos: Hood River History Museum



Middle Valley School

● 1920: Construction date not fully verified, but around 1920
● Location: Highway 35 at Hillcrest

1920s Photo: Hood River History Museum 2026 Photo: Google Maps



Valley Crest School

● 1907: Built to replace an earlier China Hill School.
● 1920: Building was sold and students were 

funneled into the Parkdale High School when it was 
constructed. 

The term Valley Crest comes into usage about 1909 and fades out 
sometime about 1920. The papers have sections for news from Mt. Hood 
and Valley Crest about 1910, then start adding a section for Parkdale about 
1911 and eventually Valley Crest fades away.

Photo: Hood River History Museum



May Street Elementary School
● 1908: The first modern high school was built at 9th 

and Eugene (massive wooden structure).
● 1916: New auditorium added.
● 1927: Repurposed as Hood River Junior High.
● 1957: The 1908 building was demolished as a fire 

hazard; a new finger plan elementary school was built. 
Original gym kept as part of new school.

● 2002: Added four classrooms.
● 2019: The current modern campus opened; the 1957 

building was demolished.

Here’s the 1908 Hood River High School 
building (photo taken in 1955) just two years 
before it was demolished to make room for 
the May Street Elementary School. 

Photo: Hood River History Museum



Central Vale School
● 1910: The Central Vale School was built as a modern wood-frame 

schoolhouse to serve the growing community of orchard families 
in the Upper Hood River Valley.

● 1920s: A large covered playshed was constructed on the property to 
give students a dry place to play during the valley's notoriously muddy 
winters.

● 1950s: The school officially closed its doors as part of a 
county-wide consolidation effort that moved students into larger 
districts like Parkdale.

● Early 1970s: The property was sold to the Matthews family, who 
converted the former schoolhouse into a private residence for their 
family..

● 1980s & 1990s: The original structure was tragically destroyed after 
burning twice during these decades, leaving behind only the 
foundation.

● Current: The visible footprint seen in satellite imagery remains as the 
final physical trace of the school's historical site on Central Vale Drive.

The visible footprint seen in 
satellite imagery remains as 
the final physical trace of the 
school's historical site on 
Central Vale Drive.

Photo: Hood River County 
GIS Map

1920s Playshed Photo
Photo: Hood River History Museum

https://ofn.uoregon.edu/profile/matthews-family-gospel-singers


Mt. Hood School

● 1910s: Built as a classic two-story wooden 
structure.

● 1970: Closed as a school during the same 
consolidation that closed Oak Grove and Barrett.

● Current: Converted into the Mt. Hood Town Hall, 
serving as a community center for the upper valley.

This view of the Mt. Hood School was taken during 
the winter of 1938-39. The building still exists, now 
part of the Mt. Hood Town Hall. According to the sign 
out front it was constructed in 1911.

Photo: Hood River History Museum



Parkdale Elementary School

● 1914: First formal school established in a wooden 
building.

● 1923/1937: The grand brick school was built. 
(Discrepancies exist between sources regarding the 
specific date.).

● 1950s–1970: Significant expansions were added to 
separate younger and older students.

● 1978/1994: Added classrooms, a computer lab, and a 
playshed.

● 2010: New Library addition
● 2020: Received major infrastructure upgrades, 

including security and HVAC modernization.
● Current: Remains an active elementary school. 

Photo of 
Parkdale 
High School 
1931-32 
faculty and 
students. 

Photo: 
Hood River 
History 
Museum

2026 Parkdale Elementary
Photos: Opsis & HRCSD



Nathaniel Coe (District Office)

● 1916: The original building was constructed and 
served as an elementary school.

● 1950: An addition was built for the District Office (DO).
● 1969: Continued as an elementary school until 

Westside Elementary opened.
● Current: Functions as the HRCSD Administration Office 

and Hood River Options Academy.

1955 photo of the Coe Primary school.
Photo: Hood River History Museum



Odell School (Transportation/Maintenance Department)

● 1921: A concrete and masonry building was 
erected on Summit Drive to handle the agricultural 
boom, serving students k-12. 

● 1935: Received significant mechanical upgrades, 
including a new hot water tank.

● 1951: Continued serving the community's younger 
students after Wy'east High School opened.

● 1950s–1970s: Transitioned through various 
grade-level configurations.

● Current: Retired from classroom use; serves as the 
warehouse basically a central storage hub out at 
transportation/maintenance center.

1994 photo 
labeled Old 
Odell Grade

Photo: Hood 
River History 
Museum

1912 photo of 
Odell Grade 
School

Photo: Hood 
River History 
Museum 
courtesy of 
Olga Plog



Dee School

● 1926: Building completed and opened to serve the 
Oregon Lumber Company.

● Mid-20th Century: Served as a central site for cultural 
integration, particularly for the local 
Japanese-American population.

● Late 1960s–1970s: Enrollment dropped as the timber 
industry declined, leading to consolidation.

● Closure: Closed as an elementary school; 
students were moved to Parkdale Elementary or 
Mid Valley.

● Current: Used for private residence.
2024 photo of Dee School

Photo: Google Maps



Hood River Middle School

● 1927: Built in Jacobethan style to replace the 
overcrowded 1908 high school.

● 1934: The auditorium was painted as a Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) project.

● 1971: Transitioned from a high school to a junior 
high/middle school.

● 1995/2002: Added a library building and a two-story 
addition.

● 2010: The Music & Science Building was completed, 
becoming the first certified Net Zero public school building 
in the U.S.

● 2022: Entry way completed and other upgrades including 
seismic retrofit to the MPR and HVAC upgrades to the 
historic building.

Aerial view of school, estimated 1950s. 
Photo: Hood River History Museum

Photo from 
1928 Katherine 
Vaughan’s 
album.

Photo: Hood 
River History 
Museum



Mid-20th Century (Consolidation and Growth)



Mid Valley Elementary School

● 1937: Core construction of the current building was 
established as a fireproof high school. 

● 1950s: Expanded significantly to handle the influx of 
students after Wy'east High was built nearby and became a 
middle school.

● 1955/1995: Multiple remodels, including the addition of 
eight new classrooms and a gym in 1995.

● 1960s: Late 1960s became an elementary school as the 
students transitioned to Wy’east Middle.

● 1995: Classroom and Gymnasium addition
● 2010: Cafeteria and kitchen addition
● 2020: Completed a massive overhaul, including seismic 

retrofitting and modernization of the library, gym, and 
classroom wings.

HRCSD 
Photos



Parkdale Primary (Parkdale Community Center)

● 1937: Constructed as a primary school building 
to serve the Upper Valley’s younger students 
(grades K–4).

● 1968: Closed as an active school campus 
during district-wide consolidation; students 
were moved to the expanded Parkdale 
Elementary (the former high school building).

● 1970s–Present: Repurposed and operated as the 
Parkdale Community Center, serving as a migrant 
early childhood center and library. 

2024 Google Maps Photos



HRCSD Bus Barn

● 1940s: The original Bus Barn was located at an 
unverified place in Hood River County.

● 1980s: Moved department out to 3066 Odell Hwy.
● 2020: The district added a portable office.

HRCSD Photo

Photo: 2026 Google Earth Image



Westside Elementary

● 1948: Established as a modest school to address 
post-WWII growth.

● 1969–1970: The current open concept campus was 
constructed.

● 1995: New Gymnasium and Classroom Addition.
● 2010: Classroom Addition
● 2016: Underwent critical modernizations, including 

HVAC upgrades and roofing repairs.Photo: HRCSD Website



Cascade Locks School

● 1948–1949: The current brick facility was built at 
300 Wa-Na-Pa Street, opening as a K-12 school in 
1949.

● 1996: Elementary wing added.
● 2000: Band room addition completed.
● 2009: The high school portion was closed due to 

declining enrollment; high school students were moved 
to HRVHS.

● 2009: The middle school students transitioned to Hood 
River Middle School. 

● 2016: Significant safety and exterior envelope repairs 
were completed.

● Current: Operates as Cascade Locks Elementary (K-5) 
and a community hub.

1950s Photo
Photo: Steve & Mary Sinor via facebook



Late 20th Century (Modernization)



Hood River Valley High School
● 1970: Opened as a purpose-built super-school to 

unify the county's high school students.
● 1975/1980: A little theatre was built, collapsed in 1980, 

and was replaced by the Bowe Theatre.
● 1994/2002: Major expansions added an enclosed 

commons, social studies wing, library remodel, and extra 
classrooms.

● 2010–2021: Extensive modernization added a 
16,000-square-foot Science Wing, dedicated Music 
Wing, CTE and Stadium improvements.



May Street Elementary School (Complete Rebuild)

● 2019: The current modern campus opened; the 1957 
building was demolished.

May Street 
Elementary 
2019

Photos: Opsis 



HRCSD Facility Closure and Transition Timeline

1920: Valley Crest School: Sold and students consolidated into the newly constructed Parkdale High School.
1921: State Street School: Property and original 1882 building sold to the county; the site now serves as the Hood River County Courthouse.
1925: East Barrett School: Wooden frame building on Orchard Road sold and converted into a private residence.
1930: Pleasant View / Heights School: Became redundant due to consolidation and sold to the American Legion (Post 22). (Later demolished in 1959 for 
medical offices).
1950s: Central Vale School: Officially closed during county-wide consolidation; students moved to Parkdale. Building later became a residence before being 
lost to fire.
1968: Parkdale Primary: Closed as an active campus; students moved to the expanded Parkdale Elementary (the former High School). Now the Parkdale 
Community Center.
1969: Nathaniel Coe School: Ceased operation as an elementary school upon the opening of Westside; transitioned into the District Office/Options 
Academy.
1970: The Great Consolidation: A pivotal year for the district following the opening of the unified High School.

● Barrett School: Closed; students moved to Westside or Wy’east.
● Oak Grove School: Closed; students moved to Westside.
● Mt. Hood School: Closed; repurposed as the Mt. Hood Town Hall.

Late 1960s/1970s: Dee School: Enrollment dropped due to timber industry decline; students moved to Parkdale or Mid Valley.
Late 1970s: Park Street School: Closed as a primary school; students moved to May Street. Now Children’s Park.
1984: Frankton School: Decommissioned due to site size constraints; sold in 2013 and converted to a private residence.
2009: Cascade Locks (Secondary): High school and middle school portions closed due to enrollment; students moved to HRVHS and HRMS. Site remains 
Cascade Locks Elementary.
2011:Pine Grove School: Closed as a K-5 neighborhood school; repurposed for Early Childhood/Special Education.



Thank you to the Hood River County History Museum for 
documenting this important information for our community.





















































Prior to 2016 
bond, pattern was 
to have smaller 10 
year bonds that 
stacked to reach a 
combined levy in 
the 1.83 range.

As the AV in HRC 
has increased, that 
rate has dropped.

Avg 
$1.80-
$1.90



Comparison 
overall tax rates for 
selected districts 
(Piper Sandler).

Districts with local 
options are at 
higher end, but 
HRCSD has much 
smaller GO bond 
for capital work.



But now if we focus 
only on the GO 
Bonds (which is the 
primary vehicle for 
funding capital 
maintenance and 
construction), we 
are one of the lowest 
Districts in Piper 
Sandler’s 
comparison group.



Why $1.83?
$1.83 was the rate for the 
first year of the 2016 
bond. The rate has since 
declined due to an 
increase in overall County 
assessed value.

= ~$62M 
bond

= ~$42M 
bond

= $100M 
bond



3 POTENTIAL PATHS
Major Efficiencies with 

Elementary/MS 
consolidation

• Elementary and/or MS 
consolidation with new 
construction/major remodel; 
surplus/sell Cascade Locks and 
other excess ES/MS buildings

• Surplus/sell Coe and Pine Grove; 
relocate programs to other 
buildings

• Deferred Maintenance on
6-8 facilities

• Program improvements

• Replace Transpo/Maintenance 
Facility

• Athletic Facility Improvements

Some Efficiencies Status Quo

• Maximize Capacity:
○ Relocate programs to other 

buildings to maximize 
capacity.

○ Relocate students to other 
schools – no new 
construction needed

○ Consider Deferred 
Maintenance on fewer 
facilities

• Program improvements

• Replace 
Transpo/Maintenance Facility

• Athletic Facility 
Improvements

• Keep all current buildings

• Deferred Maintenance on 
11 facilities

• Program improvements

• Remodel Transpo/ 
Maintenance 
Facility

• Athletic Facility 
Improvements



GENERAL 
COMPARISON 
VALUES ONLY



Essentially, we had a recurring small 
grant every 6 years paying itself off 
and replacing.  



GENERAL 
COMPARISON 
VALUES ONLY



Summary of Scenarios

● Scenario #1 - Large Replacement Bond
○ Maintain the current tax rate of $1.56
○ No meaningful Capital Work for 10 years while current bond expires
○ Creates the same problem at the end that we are now facing with deferred maintenance

● Scenario #2 - Replacement Bond + OSCIM Grant Routine Bonds
○ Increases the current tax rate back to $1.86 (+$0.40)
○ Still has a gap in the first 10 years, but provides a long term solution

● However, for all scenarios, we can’t just cover the FCA costs. It must also cover:
○ 2017 Athletics Master Plan and Community Recreation needs
○ New Schools or Expansions
○ Large Facility Improvement Needs (i.e. Transportation Yard facilities $10m-$14m)
○ Facility improvements (i.e. thermal control, other upgrades)
○ New program investments (CTE, etc.)
○ This forms the basis of the Long Range Facilities Planning Recommendations to the Board



              QUESTIONS

Are there other considerations that we haven’t discussed?

Is there anything you’ve seen tonight that you would 
instruct the LRFP committee to no longer explore?

What did you see tonight that are exciting opportunities for 
improving education?




