
Upper St. Clair High School Summer Assignment

Course:

Assignment Title:

Due Date:

Purpose of the assignment: ☐ Review foundational material, concepts, or
skills
☐ Build interest
☐ Provide a diagnostic measuring tool to help
guide student differentiation & instruction
☐ Establish a supportive class culture &
environment
☐ Expose students to required material,
concepts, skills, and/or texts that will be
referenced throughout the academic year

Resources needed to
complete assignment:

☐  Textbook assigned by school
☐ Book(s) supplied by student
☐ Packet provided by teacher (please
visit the Interactive Program of Studies)
☐ Other supplies:
____________________________

Estimated time for
Completion:

Students may average an estimated ________
hours to complete the assignment, but we
encourage students to spend time on this
assignment over several weeks.

Impact on Semester 1
Grade

Graded: ☐ Yes ☐ No 
Teacher Note:



AP World History - Summer Assignment 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Contents: 
● Instructions for the Summer Assignment 
● Prologue  
● Overview - The Classical Period, 1000 BCE - 500 CE (p. 34-39) 
● Chapter 2:  Classical Civilization - China (p. 40 - 59) 
● Chapter 3:  Classical Civilization - India (p. 60 - 75) 
● Chapter 3:  Classical Civilization - India (p. 76 - 79) 
● Chapter 4:  Classical Civilizations in the Mediterranean and Middle East (p. 80 - 103) 
● Chapter 5:  The Classical Period:  Directions, Diversities and Declines by 500 CE (p. 

104 - 125 
 
 



AP World History - Summer Assignment 
 
PURPOSE 
● To review critical components of geography, historical trends and core concepts in 

world history from 10,000BCE - 600CE.   
● To assess reading comprehension, writing and analytical skills. The assignment is 

intended to provide exposure to the reading comprehension, thinking and writing 
skills required for the course; improving these skills will be a major focus of our class.   

● To foster the development of global awareness and open-mindedness – along with 
the other essential “habits of mind,” approaches to learning and time management 
necessary for participation in an advanced placement course. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
 
This assignment serves as a mandatory prerequisite for enrollment in the course. 
 
● All assignments must represent independent work and comply with the academic 

integrity standards and codes of conduct found in the USCHS student handbook. 
● Non-compliance with any stated criteria will lead to an automatic zero.   
 
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES + DEADLINE: 8/19/26 @ 8:10AM (NO EXCEPTIONS) 
 
All tasks must be finished in accordance with the specified guidelines and submission 
directions. 
 
● Submit a single file titled “Summer Assignment_Student’s Last Name” (image or 

scanned PDF) uploaded to Canvas**. 
● Multiple attachments, separate photos, typed / electronic notes or submissions that 

are illegible or inaccessible will not be accepted. 
● The initial submission is final; no corrections or resubmissions are permitted. 
● Late work will be assessed at a starting value of 50%. Students have 14 calendar days 

from the due date or until the assessment at 8:10am to submit for partial credit. 
Beyond this window, the grade becomes an automatic zero. 

 
** Should you experience technical issues, it is your responsibility to ensure the 
assignment is emailed PRIOR TO THE DEADLINE. And you must then contact your 
teacher during EXTENDED HOMEROOM on 8/19/2026. 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
Throughout the summer, email accounts will be monitored periodically; however, 
immediate replies are not guaranteed. 
 
Ms. Kierah Hanna - khanna@uscsd.k12.pa.us 
Mr. Matt Martocci - mmartocci@uscsd.k12.pa.us 
 

 



Part 1: Geography Review 
 
This is an independent study and review activity.  There is no submission for this part of 
the assignment. 
 
Directions: 
1. LOCATE - Identify on a map all of the following regions, geographic features and 

concepts.  
 

2. DEFINE - Describe the significance of all concepts. 
 

3. STUDY - The assessment based on this assignment will be administered on 
8/20/26. The assessment will be a blank map with the task to locate and label 
selected regions, geographic features and concepts AND provide a definition / 
description of the concepts. 

 

Regions Physical Features Concepts 

Be able to identify modern 
nations that are categorized 
within each region.  
 
● North America 
● Central America 
● South America 
● Caribbean 
● Europe 
● Southwest Asia  
● North Africa 
● East Africa  
● West Africa 
● Sub-Saharan Africa 
● Central Asia 
● East Asia 
● South Asia 
● Southeast Asia 
● Oceania  
 
Be familiar with the terms: 
Afro-Eurasia and Mesoamerica 

● Atlantic Ocean 
● Pacific Ocean 
● Indian Ocean 
● Mediterranean Sea 
● Caribbean Sea 
● Black Sea 
● Red Sea 
● Persian Gulf 
● Arabian Sea 
● South China Sea 

 
● Indus River 
● Ganges River 
● Yangtze River 
● Yellow River 
● Tigris and Euphrates Rivers 
● Nile River 
● Mississippi River 
● Amazon River 

 
● Bosphorus 
● Strait of Hormuz 
● Swahili Coast 
● Sahara Desert 
● Sahel 
● Mongolian Steppe 
● Himalaya Mountains 
● Andes Mountains 
● monsoons  

Early Civilizations 
● First River Valley Civilizations 

c. 10,000-8000BCE 
● Political Units c. 800-750BCE 
 
Classical + (Early) Post-Classical 
Civilizations 
● Persian Empire 

(Acahademenid Dynasty) 
● Greek City-States 
● Roman Empire c. 300CE 
● Byzantine Empire 
● Chinese Empire (Qin and 

Han Dynasties) 
● Indian Empire (Mauryan + 

Gupta Dynasties) 
● Aksum / Ethiopia 
● Maya 
● Aztec 
● Inca 
● Islamic Empire c. 750CE 
 
Regional and Transregional Trade 
● Silk Road Trade Route 
● Trans-Saharan Trade Route  
● Indian Ocean Trade Network 
● Atlantic Trade Network 
 
Proto-Globalization 
● route of the Bubonic Plague 

(Black Death)  c. 14th 
century 

● examples of European global 
exploration c. 15th century 
 

Geography of Belief Systems 

Be able to identify the 
distribution of the world’s major 
belief systems (see map p. 123), 
including where each originated 
and spread over time.  
 
● Christianity 
● Islam 
● Judaism  
● Hinduism 
● Buddhism 
● Confucianism, Daoism 



Part 2: Textbook Reading + Note Taking 
 
This reading and note taking activity serves as an introduction to the topics covered in 
Ancient World History (10,000BCE - 600CE).   All tasks must be finished in accordance 
with the specified guidelines and submission directions. 
 
Directions: 
1. READ - Actively read the provided textbook chapters 2-5.   

○ Print copies of the chapters are distributed on Move Up Day 
(6/4/26) or can be picked up at the HS Counseling 
Department Office. 

○ Electronic copies of the chapters are accessible on the HS 
Counseling Department website under Summer Assignments 
(see QR Code link).  

 
2. TAKE NOTES - Notes must be hand-written on paper.   

○ Organize notes following the provided template (see page 3). 
○ See Canvas submission instructions (see page 1). 

 
Note: Students are required to bring a PAPER copy of the notes and textbook to all 
class meetings.   

 
3. STUDY - The assessment based on chapters 2-5 will be administered on 8/24/26.  

The assessment will be a combination of objective questions and written responses. 
Some questions will require the ability to interpret sources (i.e. primary and 
secondary sources and visual sources) and apply concepts.  

 
 



Note Taking Template   
 
Chapter # + Title: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Citation Note Taking Questions + Additions  

Record the 
page 
numbers 
next to the 
correspondi
ng notes. 

Record notes using the sections and subheadings as an 
outline. 

Formulate 3-5 questions 
per chapter on the reading 
for clarification and/or 
discussion. 

 Below is an outline of the first two sections of 
chapter 1 as an example of how to organize the 
notes.  At the conclusion of each subheading, record 
main ideas, evidence and relevant dates + 
vocabulary terms or concepts. 
 
(1) Human Life in the Era of Hunters and Gatherers 
● Late Paleolithic Developments 
[ ADD YOUR NOTES ] 
 
 
(2) Neolithic Revolution 
● Geography of Early Agriculture 
[ ADD YOUR NOTES ] 
 
● Patterns of Change 
[ ADD YOUR NOTES ] 
 
● Further Technological Change 
[ ADD YOUR NOTES ] 
 

 

 
Chapter Reflection 
 
For each chapter, reflect on your learning, the major themes and concepts. Ask yourself, “What 
is the significance of this information?” or “How does this information fit in with what I already 
know?”.  Each reflection should be a paragraph of approximately 3-5 sentences. 
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