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Betty Schlatter -- Auglaize Brown High School Class of 1966

Betty Schlatter graduated from Auglaize-Brown High School in 1966 as valedictorian and a member of the
National Honor Society. She wanted to be a nurse from as early as fourth grade and attended Toledo Hospital
School of Nursing (THSN) with the benefit of an Allstate Foundation Scholarship for three years. At gradua-
tion, she was awarded the Edna E. Sharritt award from THSN. She worked as a nurse in various areas for ten
years before attending grad school for nurse-midwifery. Her first job was in medical-surgical nursing at Pauld-
ing County Hospital where she then transferred to the Operating Room and Recovery Room before transfer-
ring to Defiance Hospital’s Operating Room for several months and then attending a program in Toledo to
work in the ICU/CCU when Defiance opened their unit. Betty then attended Defiance College and later Bowl-
ing Green State University to complete her BSN. Once that was completed, she was asked to teach at North-
west Technical College in Archbold in the Buckeye School of Practical Nursing. That was three years of fun!
Then she transferred to the Medical College of Ohio in Toledo to teach maternity nursing and learned about
nurse-midwifery. Betty moved to Oak Park, IL in the Fall of 1979 to attend the nurse-midwifery program at
the University of Illinois in Chicago. Upon completion, she was awarded a graduate fellowship and taught in
the midwifery program until she was hired as Director of Nurse-Midwifery at Illinois Masonic Medical Center
where she worked as Director for seven years, then as staff nurse-midwife while also serving as the Coordina-
tor of the Nurse-Midwifery Education Program for several years at the University of Illinois at Chicago. Once
retired from the Coordinator position at UIC, she continued to work as a staff nurse-midwife at IMMC until
retirement in 2021, having worked for nearly 40 years at ‘the best nurse-midwifery job in the world.’

While working as a nurse-midwife, she received the Perinatal Association of Illinois Achievement Award and
the ACNM Award for Excellence from her local professional association.

Betty loved her teachers at Auglaize-Brown HS and often has remarked how fortunate she was to have so
many local teachers who put so much of themselves into teaching their students. It seemed obvious that they
cared and wanted their students to do well and contribute to their communities. That included many high
school teachers: Mrs. Belau, Mr. Roughton, Mrs. Day, Miss Williams and others. Though we were a small
high school, we were blessed with many competent and caring teachers.

Betty is now retired and works as a volunteer with refugees who came to our country because of persecution
for their Christian faith. This has been a blessing as she has seen the Hand of God leading her life. She contin-
ues to live in Oak Park, IL.



