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Maximizing each student's potential as an individual and as a responsible citizen.

May 2026
Hello BMS Families!

As we wrap up another amazing school year, we want to thank all of our students and families for being
such an important part of the BMS family. This year has been filled with learning, growth, laughter, and
memorable moments. We are grateful for the support we share with our families! We would also like to
extend a warm welcome to all of our new families and to our incoming 5th graders who will be joining us
next year. We are excited to welcome you to BMS and look forward to all the opportunities, friendships,
and experiences that await!

We are so proud of our students! We are proud not only of their academic accomplishments, but also of
the way they have grown as individuals. Throughout the year, we have watched them challenge
themselves, build friendships, show kindness, get involved, and support one another. Their
personalities, talents, and energy are what make BMS such a special place each day. We are proud to
be your principals and to share this experience with you!

To our families, thank you for your encouragement, communication, and support. Whether you
attended events, helped with schoolwork, volunteered your time, or simply encouraged your child each
day, your support has made a meaningful impact. We appreciate you!

To our students, thank you for bringing your best to BMS every day. We are proud of all you have
accomplished and the growth you have shown throughout the year. Each of you has helped make our
school a positive, welcoming, and fun place to learn. Thank you!

And lastly to our 8th Graders...\We wish you the best of luck! We know you’re going to do amazing
things in high school. Remember to look out for one another and make good choices. Set goals for
yourself, and take steps each day that move you closer to reaching them. We'll all be cheering you on
every step of the way!

As we look ahead, we will continue encouraging our students to lead with Integrity, Empathy, and
Kindness while living out our district motto: “Be Your Best at BMS.”

We enjoy being part of your children’s lives and appreciate the opportunity to work with them each day.
We hope your summer is filled with relaxation, fun, family, and great memories. Thank you again for a
wonderful school year, and we look forward to seeing everyone back for another great year at BMS!

Thank You!

Mrs. Randles and Mr. Forbes



UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER IN AUGUST

August 20th- Middle School New Student Tours @ 10:00-2:00 pm
(New families to our district can stop in anytime during that time frame for a tour.)
August 21st- 5th Grade Orientation 10:30 am- 11:30 am
August 21st- 5th Grade Families will meet at 11:30-12:00 in the Auditorium after the student orientation
August 26th - 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Middle School Schedule Pick up @ 11:00- 1:00 pm

(You can pick up your schedule anytime during the window of time allotted)
September 8th- Middle School Open House 5th-8th Grade @ 4:00 pm- 5:00 pm

Families entering 5th Grade:
You are invited to attend a Q&A session in the auditorium beginning at 3:30 PM. This will be a

great opportunity to again ask questions and learn more about the transition to middle school.

5th Grade Open House Information:

5th-grade teachers will be attending Orientation in place of the traditional Open House. We still
encourage families to attend Open House to meet Encore/Specials teachers, practice lockers, and
become familiar with the building. We also encourage students to bring their school supplies that
day. Tables and bins will be set up outside the 5th-grade classrooms for communal supplies, and
personal items may be placed in student lockers.

September 9th- FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS :)

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS

The office is open between 8:00 - 2:00 pm. The office will be closed from June 8th to August 10th. We will check
our email periodically over the summer; however, if you need immediate assistance, please contact our Board of
Education office at 440-834-3380 X 2101. Thank you, and have a wonderful summer!

SCHOOL CALENDAR
2026-2027 School Calendar The first day of school is September 9th, 2026 :)

CHROMEBOOKS AND CHARGERS

Students will receive these on the first day of school. They will be taking their Chromebooks back and forth
between school and home, so please make sure they are charged at home each night. Please take a few
moments to review our school policies regarding Chromebook usage and acceptable internet use. Thank you!

SUPPLY LISTS

Please check out the Middle School website on the Berkshire Schools website for updated information and supply
lists for the school year. The supply list is at the end of the Gazette.

SUMMER READING INFORMATION

Please encourage your children to read on-level books for enjoyment!!

SCHEDULE PICK UP for 6th, 7th and 8th GRADE

Locker and schedule pick-up for all incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade students will take place on August 26th
from 11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Students may come at any time during that window to pick up their schedules and
practice their locker combinations. No appointment or specific arrival time is needed. We look forward to seeing
you then!



https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1762868444/berkshireschoolsorg/msdl8ezj1c40c4sio8gt/2026-2027SYCalendarBoardApproved-Website.pdf

NEXT YEAR CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
We will announce club and activity sign-ups for Art, STEAM, Science Olympiad, Student Council, Robotics,
Coding, Math, ROX, Boys Leadership, Honor Society, Sources of Strength, Game and Craft Club. You will also
receive information throughout the year for Athletic opportunities!

STODCAST: Middle School Clubs Link

PBIS

We are excited to use our PBIS app again next year to encourage and reward our BEST Motto. Be Safe,
Encourage Kindness, Show Integrity, and Take Responsibility. Students will be able to save, spend, and use
their points to purchase items in our school PBIS store!

ATHLETICS 7th and 8th Grade (Information about Rec will be shared throughout the year)
Families can sign students up for Berkshire Athletics online at Berkshire-OH.finalforms.com. Fall sports
practices will start on August 1st. All 1st-time 7th graders are eligible to participate in athletics. After the fall
quarter of their 7th-grade year, a middle school student must have passed four classes, received no more than
one failing grade, and must have a 1.5 GPA or higher in the preceding grading period to participate in
interscholastic athletics. Grades earned in the 4th Grading Period for incoming eighth graders will be used to
determine fall eligibility. Final Forms for 7th and 8th graders open on May 15th to sign up for Fall Sports. This is

the only way to sign your child up for sports. https://berkshire-oh.finalforms.com/
& FF_ParentPlaybook_Berkshire.pdf

7th Grade Family Letter Link

Feel free to contact Athletic Director Brian Hiscox with any questions at brian.hiscox@berkshireschools.org.

7th GRADE IMMUNIZATIONS (Upcoming 7th graders and Tdap/Meningococcal Vaccine)

All students entering 7th grade for the 2026-27 school year must have the following vaccines and records turned
into the BMS main office by the start of school, September 9: One dose of each of the Tdap and meningococcal
vaccines must be administered on or after the 10th birthday. Per the Ohio Department of Health's website, their
Required Vaccines for Child Care & School includes a list of what vaccines are necessary for school
attendance in the state of Ohio, along with what ages or school years the vaccines should be given. The vaccine
is not new. It has been routinely recommended for over a decade. It is required for school entry. If you don't have
insurance, the vaccine is available through the Vaccines for Children Program (VCP). Check with your healthcare
provider or local health department to see if your child is eligible.

Parents/Guardians who choose to opt out of vaccination requirements must complete a Medical Exemption
Form, as per the Ohio Revised Code. Please complete the linked Legal Immunization Exemption form, if you
choose this option, and send it to Jayme Kollman, district nurse, at jayme.kollman@ berkshireschools.org or fax it
to 440-834-0440. For more information, contact the Ohio Department of Health at 1-800-282-0546 or visit online
at odh.ohio.gov.

If you have any questions, please reach out to me, Jayme Kollman, at 440-834-4032 x3307


https://drive.google.com/file/d/11oYYGJyBXBeQzLbJ-2LL6hdILqKhvE06/view
https://youtu.be/sNXDJrVsuy8?si=FL-nOKRtj198GPJZ
https://berkshire-oh.finalforms.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17unRJUhcAaEndZL9NKidtHq8lH_C5FRjkMZ0z8ed-98/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:brian.hiscox@berkshireschools.org
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/Immunization/Required-Vaccines-Child-Care-School
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/Immunization/Required-Vaccines-Child-Care-School
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/9683ace0-573f-4ed3-b9d4-08d714d1fb85/2023+Ohio+Immunization+Summary+for+School+Attendance_final+approved.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-9683ace0-573f-4ed3-b9d4-08d714d1fb85-opvYK8x
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11BpjJMtbApcpvwfCAK9IwJeiEKRhyLNZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11BpjJMtbApcpvwfCAK9IwJeiEKRhyLNZ/view
http://berkshireschools.org/
http://odh.ohio.gov/

COUNSELORS CORNER

We had 29 sixth-grade girls complete the ROX program this year. Mrs. Tiber and | saw such great growth and
skill-building. Special thanks to Hope For Kids, which provided the grant money that allowed these girls to
participate!

Best Wishes for a relaxing and fun Summer! | am out of the office beginning May 23rd and will return Aug. 20th.
Please contact the board office should you have any questions during my time off. | look forward to welcoming
our incoming 5th graders at 5th-grade orientation on Aug 21st.

Enjoy family time together!

NAMI : https://nami.org/About-Mental-lliness
Copeline: https://www.geauga.org/slider-item/211/
Ravenwood MHC https://ravenwoodhealth.org/

Family Pride: https://familyprideonline.org/

. 211 (Essential Needs Emergency)

. National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-TALK

. Geauga County: COPELINE at 440-285-5665 or 1-888-285-5665
. Text- 4hope to 741741

BE YOUR BEST AT BMS: Be safe, Encourage Kindness, Show Integrity, Take Responsibility

Please feel free to contact me for anything you need...
cindy.metzung@berkshireschools.org 440-834-3380 ext.1103

INFORMATIONAL LINKS

Makerspace Link
udent Welln Presentation Link

Nuthreadz Badgerwear Link

Badgerwear Link

Promotions Unlimited
STODCAST: Middle School Clubs

Makerspace Gear Demo

Summer Lunch Program Registration
Berkshire Staff Caricature Playing Card Build
7th Grade P t Athletic Letter Link

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM
Attached is information for families to register for Claridon Community Helps "Now That's What I'm Talking About!"
The program is for ALL children, and there is no income eligibility requirement.

Summer Lunch Program  ClaridonCommunityHelps.org/summer-lunch.



https://nami.org/About-Mental-Illness
https://www.geauga.org/slider-item/211/
https://ravenwoodhealth.org/
https://familyprideonline.org/
mailto:cindy.metzung@berkshireschools.org
https://sites.google.com/berkshireschools.org/mr-k-home-page/home?sa=D
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qQrMR8JXIFfJjgjGZOsuXU_vY56pfWSf/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108875131910455703214&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.nuthreadz.com/berkshire-spiritwear
https://berkshireoh.infinitecampus.org/campus/store/berkshire
https://promotionsunlimitedllc.myshopify.com
https://youtu.be/sNXDJrVsuy8?si=FL-nOKRtj198GPJZ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=852BHXeel30
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffVxdv6JLFNRZI_wVqbEbpFz9hwgoovRcB7xTD3evUE1pmug/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYPvMpgriDE
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=8ebd456548&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1865349166054322304&th=19e30d2ef8bd3080&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=f_mp8cb3k80&zw&acrobatPromotionSource=gmail_chrome-card
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffVxdv6JLFNRZI_wVqbEbpFz9hwgoovRcB7xTD3evUE1pmug/viewform
https://www.claridoncommunityhelps.org/summer-lunch

MIDDLE SCHOOL WEBSITE

You can visit our school website at:  https://www.berkshireschools.org/
Under the “Schools” section, you will find Middle School. All updated information will be added to this section.

Once again, thank you, and we hope you have an amazing summer with your families & friends!
Remember to BE YOUR BEST AT BMS!!

Thank You!

Mandy Randles Shaun Forbes
Middle School Principal Middle School Assistant Principal
mandy.randles@berkshireschools.org Shaun.forbes@berkshireschools.org



https://www.berkshireschools.org/
mailto:mandy.randles@berkshireschools.org
mailto:Shaun.forbes@berkshireschools.org

Middle School Supply Lists 2026-2027
5th Grade

Classroom Supplies

Computer headphones (NOT Earbuds) (in a Ziploc
bag and tagged with the student’s first and last
name)

Pencils (two packs of 12, to be replenished as
needed)

Pencil top erasers

Pencil pouch (must have a zipper)

Dry-erase markers (12, to be replenished as
needed)

2 Dry erasers

Encore Supplies

The following Encore supplies are to be labeled
“Encore” and given to the student’s first-quarter
teacher in Art, Spanish, Computers, and Gym.

1- accordion folder OR _8-pocket folder (at least six
pockets)

e 2-pack of Sharpies (fine tip)

e 1 Pink eraser

e 2 Boxes of tissues

e 1 Container of disinfectant wipes
Band

e Folder, pencil, instrument
e Standard of Excellence Book 1 by Bruce
Pearson

Pack of highlighters (4 pack, different colors)
Red or blue pens (to be replenished as needed)

Choir
e Folder and Pencil

Pack of colored pencils
Pack of markers

Glue sticks (4 pack small or 2 pack large to be
replenished as needed)
Scissors

Cultural Studies (Spanish)
e Pencil
e Folder labeled “Cultural Studies” with
loose-leaf paper inside
e Colored pencils or crayons that include the
colors gray & pink

2 Composition Notebooks
1 Spiral Notebook

Large container of Clorox wipes
Paper towels

Large box of tissues

Mr. Griesmer’s Students
Clorox Wipes

Colored Pencils
Mechanical Pencils
Expanding File folders
Pocket folders

Pencils

Tissues

Expo Marker pack

Ziploc Bags (must have a closable seal)
Last names starting with:

A-L: sandwich size

M-S: quart size

T-Z: gallon size

Badger Den Students

Clorox Wipes

Tissues

Pencils

Scissors

Glue Sticks

Glue Bottle

Colored Pencils

Package of Expo Markers with Eraser
2 Pocket Folders



https://www.amazon.com/JAM-Paper-Pocket-Expanding-Closure/dp/B06Y158DF3/ref=sr_1_56?crid=2PL6VC9CWO2S4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.V3QecS3N_K3kiVC81jAKWMj4-Fn8GxUs0kFu_zb3kXGJBiWzDr43rQ89iCw2m48LgHHz2k7B16XPB4oJ0J-18OAAWTJyW9idmKxIIFSxmJU.O2sXept5nBZTo4Tg8lQpSWvolNjU8kpkC_B9AygvwJk&dib_tag=se&keywords=6%2Bpocket%2Bfolder&qid=1712074544&sprefix=6%2Bpocket%2Bfol%2Caps%2C119&sr=8-56&th=1
https://a.co/d/hBUx5rr

Middle School Supply Lists 2026-2027

6th Grade

Classroom Supplies

Wired computer headphones (NOT Earbuds)
(Please place in a Ziploc bag and tag with student’s
first and last name)

Pencil Pouch/Box

Pencils (#2 wood, not mechanical)--2 dozen (1 for
locker, 1 for Strategies Teacher)

Pencil eraser—large size

Dozen thin Expo dry-erase markers

2 Dozen Red pens

Highlighters (preferred colors: green, yellow, blue)

Encore Supplies

The following Encore supplies are to be labeled
“Encore” and given to the student’s first-quarter
teacher in Art, Spanish, Computers, and Gym.

Notebooks:

2 Spiral Notebooks

2 Composition Notebooks

Notebook paper (loose leaf)-- to be replenished as
needed

Index cards. ~ 1 pack

e 2-pack of Sharpies (ultra fine tip)
e 1 Container of disinfectant wipes
e 1 Pink eraser
e 1 Box of tissues

Band

e Folder, pencil, instrument
e Standard of Excellence Books 1 and 2 by
Bruce Pearson

Choir
e Folder and Pencil

Folders:
2 2-pocket folder, regular
1 2-pocket Folder with prongs

Craft Supplies:
Scissors

Ruler (customary and metric, please)

Glue sticks, many

Coloring utensils (crayons, markers, pencils)-- to
be replenished as needed

Celebrations (Spanish)
e Pencil
e Folder labeled “Celebrations” with
loose-leaf paper inside
e Colored pencils or crayons that include the
colors gray & pink

Other Essentials:

3 Kleenex (two to be given to the Strategies
teacher, and the other will be used for the
counselor’s office)

2-3 Clorox wipes (to be given to the Strategies for
Success teacher)

2-3 Paper Towel rolls (to be given to the Strategies
for Success teacher)

Mr. Griesmer’s Students
Clorox Wipes

Colored Pencils
Mechanical Pencils
Expanding File folders
Pocket folders

Pencils

Tissues

Expo Marker pack

Badger Den Students

Clorox Wipes

Tissues

Pencils

Scissors

Glue Sticks

Glue Bottle

Colored Pencils

Package of Expo Markers with Eraser
2 Pocket Folders




Middle School Supply Lists 2026-2027

7th Grade

Classroom Supplies

24 sharpened Pencils (Mechanical are acceptable)
(replenish as needed)

Five laminated folders labeled with the names for
Math, Science, English, Spanish, and Choir

Encore Supplies

Check your schedule to know which Encore
classes you are taking.

Loose-leaf paper divided between subjects

Colored pencils 24 pack or more

Art
e Pink eraser
e Paper towels
e 2 Glue sticks

Highlighters 4 count

Scissors

Earbuds or headphones for Chromebook

Tissues (give to 1st-period teacher)

Intro. to Spanish

e Pencil

e Folder labeled “Intro to Spanish” with
loose-leaf paper

e Colored pencils or crayons that include
gray & pink

e 2 packs of note cards

e Box of zip-lock sandwich bags

Disinfectant wipes
Paper towels
(Give to the 1st-period teacher.)

Optional/recommended:
planner, pencil pouch, erasers, Post-it Notes

e Folder, Pencil, Instrument
e Standard of Excellence: Books 1, 2, & 3 by
Bruce Pearson

Math:
Spiral Notebook
TI-30XIIS calculator (required)
Dry-erase markers/erasers

Web Design & Al
e Folder labeled “Web Design”

Science:
Multi-colored Sharpies 12 count or more
Pack dry-erase markers, spiral notebook

e Pencil

Digital Design
e Folder labeled “Digital Design”
e Pencil

World Studies:

1% inch 3-ring binder labeled with name & subject
(instead of folder)

8 3-ring section dividers (with pockets preferred)

Mr. Griesmer’s Students
Clorox Wipes

Colored Pencils
Mechanical Pencils
Expanding File folders
Pocket folders

Pencils

Tissues

Expo Marker pack

Badger Den Students

Clorox Wipes

Tissues

Pencils

Scissors

Glue Sticks

Glue Bottle

Colored Pencils

Package of Expo Markers with Eraser
2 Pocket Folders




Middle School Supply Lists 2026-2027

8th Grade

Classroom Supplies

Paper towels

Clorox wipes

Encore Supplies

Check your schedule to know which Encore
classes you are taking.

2 Boxes of Tissues

Earbuds or headphones for Chromebook

1-inch binder for Science

2-spiral notebooks for Science

1-inch binder for History (binder is essential!)
2-composition notebooks (English)

1- Pencil pouch with 3 holes to insert into a binder
- History

Spanish 1

e Pencil

e Folder labeled for Spanish 1

e Pack of loose-leaf paper or a notebook just
for Spanish

e Colored pencils that include the colors gray
& pink

e 2 packs of note cards

e Box of zip-lock style sandwich bags

Highlighters - History

Lots of Pencils - Math, Science, ELA & History

e Folder, pencil, instrument
e Standard of Excellence Books 1, 2, and 3
by Bruce Pearson

Optional - Colored pencils - History

TI-30 Calculator - Math

Expo Markers - Math

Art
1 pack of pencils

Glue bottle
Pink eraser

Mr. Griesmer’s Students
Clorox Wipes

Colored Pencils
Mechanical Pencils
Expanding File folders
Pocket folders

Pencils

Tissues

Expo Marker pack

Intro to Computers
e Folder labeled “Computers”
e Pencil

Programming in Python
e Folder labeled “Programming’
e Pencil

Badger Den Students

Clorox Wipes

Tissues

Pencils

Scissors

Glue Sticks

Glue Bottle

Colored Pencils

Package of Expo Markers with Eraser
2 Pocket Folders




