
 

SUMMER Reading 
 

Shirley D. Simmons Middle School 
8th Grade ELA Summer Reading List 

 
You will read a total of TWO (2) books this summer! 

8th Grade summer reading requirements: 
 

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton (Required by all 8th grade students) 
 

Students need to be prepared to take a reading comprehension QUIZ (major 
grade) the first week of school. We will have class discussions, activities, and 
a final test with this novel. 
 
Choose ONE book of choice from the list below in addition to The 
Outsiders:  
 

1. Gathering Blue by Lois Lowery (*This text includes moderate dystopian 
violence.) 
 

2. Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly (*This text includes mild 
language.) 

 
Additional Information: 

 
1. It is recommended that all students read The Outsiders closer to the 

beginning of school since there will be a quiz, and we will start the 
school year with activities about this novel. We want the details to be 
fresh, so students can easily talk about the novel’s details.  

2. Students will have a quiz and a creative writing assignment during the 
first month of school based on their chosen book. 

 

 


