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Summer Reading Expectations 
 
1) Read one novel from the list below. 
 
2) Complete a  summer reading book project. Refer to the “Summer Reading Project 
Directions” document for more information on project choices and guidelines. 
 

 

Title & Author Book Cover Summary 

 
The Curious 
Incident of 
the Dog in 
the Nighttime 
 
By Mark 
Haddon 
 
2003 

 

Christopher Boone, the autistic 15-year-old narrator of this 
revelatory novel, relaxes by groaning and doing math 
problems in his head, eats red-but not yellow or 
brown-foods and screams when he is touched. Strange as 
he may seem, other people are far more of a conundrum to 
him, for he lacks the intuitive "theory of mind" by which most 
of us sense what's going on in other people's heads. When 
his neighbor's poodle is killed and Christopher is falsely 
accused of the crime, he decides that he will take a page 
from Sherlock Holmes (one of his favorite characters) and 
track down the killer. As the mystery leads him to the 
secrets of his parents' broken marriage and then into an 
odyssey to find his place in the world, he must fall back on 
deductive logic to navigate the emotional complexities of a 
social world that remains a closed book to him. 



 
Gulliver’s 
Travels 
 
By Jonathan 
Swift 
 
1726 

 

Shipwrecked and cast adrift, Lemuel Gulliver wakes to 
find himself on Lilliput, an island inhabited by little 
people, whose height makes their quarrels over 
fashion and fame seem ridiculous. His subsequent 
encounters - with the crude giants of Brobdingnag, the 
philosophical Houyhnhnms and the brutish Yahoos - 
give Gulliver new, bitter insights into human behaviour. 
Swift's savage satire view mankind in a distorted hall of 
mirrors as a diminished, magnified and finally bestial 
species, presenting us with an uncompromising 
reflection of ourselves. 

 
The Hobbit 
By J.R.R. 
Tolkien 
 
1937 

 

Bilbo Baggins was a hobbit who wanted to be left 
alone in quiet comfort. But the wizard Gandalf came 
along with a band of homeless dwarves. Soon Bilbo 
was drawn into their quest, facing evil orcs, savage 
wolves, giant spiders, and worse unknown dangers. 
Finally, it was Bilbo alone and unaided who had to 
confront the great dragon Smaug, the terror of an 
entire countryside. This stirring adventure fantasy 
begins the tale of the hobbits that was continued by 
J.R.R. Tolkien in his bestselling epic The Lord of the 
Rings. 

 
If I Stay 
 
By Gayle 
Forman 
 
2009 

 

In a single moment, everything changes. Seventeen 
year-old Mia has no memory of the accident; she can 
only recall riding along the snow-wet Oregon road with 
her family. Then, in a blink, she finds herself watching 
as her own damaged body is taken from the wreck... A 
sophisticated, layered, and heart achingly beautiful 
story about the power of family and friends, the 
choices we all make-and the ultimate choice Mia 
commands. 



 
Little Women 
 
By Louisa May 
Alcott 
 
1868 

 

Little Women​ is one of the best loved books of all time. 
Lovely Meg, talented Jo, frail Beth, spoiled Amy: these 
are hard lessons of poverty and of growing up in New 
England during the Civil War. Through their dreams, 
plays, pranks, letters, illnesses, and courtships, women 
of all ages have become a part of this remarkable 
family and have felt the deep sadness when Meg 
leaves the circle of sisters to be married at the end of 
Part I. Part II, chronicles Meg's joys and mishaps as a 
young wife and mother, Jo's struggle to become a 
writer, Beth's tragedy, and Amy's artistic pursuits and 
unexpected romance. Based on Louise May Alcott's 
childhood, this lively portrait of nineteenth-century 
family life possesses a lasting vitality that has 
endeared it to generations of readers 

 
A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn 
 
By Betty Smith 
 
1943 

 

The beloved American classic about a young girl's 
coming-of-age at the turn of the century, Betty Smith's 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving 
tale filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and 
heartache, crowded with life and people and incident. 
The story focuses on an impoverished but aspirational, 
second-generation Irish-American, adolescent girl and 
her family in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York City, 
during the first two decades of the 20th century. The 
daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are raw 
with honesty and tenderly threaded with family 
connectedness -- in a work of literary art that brilliantly 
captures a unique time and place as well as incredibly 
rich moments of universal experience. 

 
Rocket Boys 
 
By Homer 
Hickam 
 
1999 

 

Based on a true story, it was 1957, the year Sputnik 
raced across the Appalachian sky, and the small town 
of Coalwood, West Virginia, was slowly dying. Faced 
with an uncertain future, Homer Hickam nurtured a 
dream: to send rockets into outer space. The 
introspective son of the mine's superintendent and a 
mother determined to get him out of Coalwood forever, 
Homer fell in with a group of misfits who learned not 
only how to turn scraps of metal into sophisticated 
rockets but how to sustain their hope in a town that 
swallowed its men alive. As the boys began to light up 
the starry skies with their flaming projectiles and 
dreams of glory, Coalwood, and the Hickams, would 
never be the same. 



 
 ​Additional titles available at local libraries and bookstores: 
 

Title & Author  Book Cover  Summary 

 
All American 
Boys 
 
By Jason 
Reynolds and 
Brendan Kiely 
 
2015 

 

A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is 
looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead 
is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes 
Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings 
that he’s stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes 
Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting 
arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch 
the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to 
STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still 
when someone is pounding your face into the concrete 
pavement? 
 
There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity 
basketball player and Rashad’s classmate who has 
been raised by Paul since his own father died in 
Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the beating is 
all over the news and Paul is getting threatened with 
accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn 
refuses to believe that the man who has basically been 
his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is 
absent. And absent again. And again. And the 
basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best 
friends—start to take sides. As does the school. And 
the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as 
Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions and 
consequences they had never considered before. 

 
Projekt 1065 
 
By Alan Gratz 
 
2016 

 

World War II is raging. Michael O'Shaunessey, 
originally from Ireland, now lives in Nazi Germany with 
his parents. Like the other boys in his school, Michael 
is a member of the Hitler Youth. 
But Michael has a secret. He and his parents are 
spies.  
Michael despises everything the Nazis stand for. But 
he joins in the Hitler Youth's horrific games and book 
burnings, playing the part so he can gain insider 
knowledge.  
When Michael learns about Projekt 1065, a secret 
Nazi war mission, things get even more complicated. 
He must prove his loyalty to the Hitler Youth at all 
costs -- even if it means risking everything he cares 
about. 
Including... his own life. 



 
Hidden Girl 
 
By Shyma Hall 
 
2014 

 

When Shyima Hall was eight years old, her 
impoverished parents sold her to pay a debt. Two 
years later, the wealthy family she was sold to moved 
to Orange County, California, and smuggled her with 
them. Shyima served the family eighteen hours a day, 
seven days a week until she was twelve. That’s when 
an anonymous call from a neighbor brought about the 
end of Shyima’s servitude—but her journey to true 
freedom was far from over. 
 
A volunteer at her local police department since she 
was a teenager, Shyima is passionate about helping to 
rescue others who are in bondage. Now a US citizen, 
she regularly speaks out about human trafficking and 
intends to one day become an immigration officer. 

 
Every Last 
Word 
 
By Tamara 
Stone 
 
2012 

 

S​amantha McAllister looks just like the rest of the popular 
girls in her junior class. But hidden beneath the 
straightened hair and expertly applied makeup is a secret 
that her friends would never understand: Sam has 
Purely-Obsessional OCD and is consumed by a stream 
of dark thoughts and worries that she can't turn off.  
 
Second-guessing every move, thought, and word makes 
daily life a struggle, and it doesn't help that her lifelong 
friends will turn toxic at the first sign of a wrong outfit, 
wrong lunch, or wrong crush. Yet Sam knows she'd be 
truly crazy to leave the protection of the most popular 
girls in school. So when Sam meets Caroline, she has to 
keep her new friend with a refreshing sense of humor and 
no style a secret, right up there with Sam's weekly visits 
to her psychiatrist. 
 
Caroline introduces Sam to Poet's Corner, a hidden room 
and a tight-knit group of misfits who have been ignored 
by the school at large. Sam is drawn to them 
immediately, especially a guitar-playing guy with a talent 
for verse, and starts to discover a whole new side of 
herself. Slowly, she begins to feel more "normal" than she 
ever has as part of the popular crowd . . . until she finds a 
new reason to question her sanity and all she holds dear. 



 
Paper Towns 
 
By John Green 
 
2008 

 

When Margo Roth Spiegelman beckons Quentin 
Jacobsen in the middle of the night—dressed like a 
ninja and plotting an ingenious campaign of 
revenge—he follows her. Margo’s always planned 
extravagantly, and, until now, she’s always planned 
solo. After a lifetime of loving Margo from afar, 
things are finally looking up for Q . . . until day 
breaks and she has vanished. Always an enigma, 
Margo has now become a mystery. But there are 
clues. And they’re for Q. 

 
I’ll Give You 
the Sun 
 
By Jandy 
Nelson 
 
2014 

 

At first, Jude and her twin brother are Noah are 
inseparable. Noah draws constantly and is falling in 
love with the charismatic boy next door, while 
daredevil Jude wears red-red lipstick, cliff-dives, and 
does all the talking for both of them.  
 
Years later, they are barely speaking. Something 
has happened to change the twins in different yet 
equally devastating ways . . . but then Jude meets 
an intriguing, irresistible boy and a mysterious new 
mentor.  
 
The early years are Noah’s to tell; the later years 
are Jude’s. But they each have only half the story, 
and if they can only find their way back to one 
another, they’ll have a chance to remake their world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


