MOUNTAINSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL

/TH GRADE HONORS LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: SUMMER READING
BOOK LIST

arasing WluFISUIanMU M Surdaxirag 47 wer

1) Read one novel from the list below.

Summer Reading Expectations

2) Complete a summer reading book project. Refer to the “Summer Reading Project
Directions” document for more information on project choices and guidelines.

Title and Author Book Cover Summary
Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert are unmarried
Anne of siblings who live on their ancestral

Green Gables

by Lucy Maud
Montgomery

1908

farm, Green Gables, in the quiet town of
Avonlea in Prince Edward Island, Canada.
Anne Shirley, an 11-year-old orphan girl, is
mistakenly sent to Matthew and Marilla
Cuthbert, a middle-aged brother and sister
who had intended to adopt a boy to help
them on their farm in Prince Edward Island.
The novel recounts how Anne makes her
way with the Cuthberts, in school, and within
the town.




Graceling

by Kristin
Cashore

2008

Graceling tells the story of the vulnerable yet
strong Katsa, a smart, beautiful teenager
who lives in a world where selected people
are given a Grace, a special talent that can
be anything from dancing to swimming.
Katsa’s is killing. As the king’s niece, she is
forced to use her extreme skills as his thug.
Along the way, Katsa must learn to decipher
the true nature of her Grace . . . and how to
put it to good use. A thrilling, action-packed
fantasy adventure (and steamy romance!)
that will resonate deeply with adolescents
trying to find their way in the world.

The Old Man
and the Sea***

by Ernest
Hemingway

1952

ERNEST
HEMINGWAY

The Old Man
~ and the

The Old Man and the Sea is one of
Hemingway's most enduring works. Told in
language of great simplicity and power, it is
the story of an old Cuban fisherman, down
on his luck, and his supreme ordeal — a
relentless, agonizing battle with a giant
marlin far out in the Gulf Stream. Here
Hemingway recasts, in strikingly
contemporary style, the classic theme of
courage in the face of defeat, of personal
triumph won from loss. Written in 1952, this
hugely successful novella confirmed his
power and presence in the literary world and
played a large part in his winning the 1954
Nobel Prize for Literature.

Zen and the
Art of Faking
It

by Jordan
Sonnenblick

2007
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JORPAN SONNENBLICK

Meet San Lee, a (sort of) innocent teenager,
who moves against his will to a new town.
Things get interesting when he (sort of)
invents a new past for himself, which makes
him incredibly popular. In fact, his whole
school starts to (sort of) worship him, just
because he (sort of) accidentally gave the
impression that he’s a reincarnated mystic.
When things start to unravel, San needs to
find some real wisdom in a hurry. Can he
patch things up with his family, save himself
from bodily harm, stop being an outcast, and
maybe even get the girl?




Additional titles available at local libraries and bookstores:

Title & Author Book Cover Summary

First Light Peter is thrilled to join his parents on an expedition to
Greenland. But when they finally reach the ice cap, he
struggles to understand a series of frightening yet

By Rebecca enticing visions.

Stead
Thea has never seen the sun. Her extraordinary
people, suspected of witchcraft and nearly driven to
extinction, have retreated to a secret world they’'ve

2007 built deep inside the arctic ice.

As Thea dreams of a path to Earth’s surface, Peter’s
search for answers brings him ever closer to her
hidden home in this dazzling tale of mystery, science,
and adventure at the top of the world.

Listen Slowly

By Thanhha
Lai

2015

A California girl born and raised, Mai can’t wait to
spend her vacation at the beach. Instead, she has to
travel to Vietnam with her grandmother, who is going
back to find out what really happened to her husband
during the Vietnam War.

Mai’s parents think this trip will be a great opportunity
for their out-of-touch daughter to learn more about her
culture. But to Mai, those are their roots, not her own.

3 Vietnam is hot, smelly, and the last place she wants to

be. Besides barely speaking the language, she doesn’t
know the geography, the local customs, or even her
distant relatives. To survive her trip, Mai must find a
balance between her two completely different worlds.

The Fault in
Our Stars

By John Green

2012

JOHN GREED

Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has
bought her a few years, Hazel has never been
anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon
diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named
Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid
Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely
rewritten.




The
Omnivore’s
Dilemma
(Young
Reader’s
Edition)

By Michael
Pollan

2009

YOUNG READERS EDITION
WITH NEW PREFACE

MICHAEL POLLAN

BASED ON THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

“What's for dinner?” seemed like a simple
question—until journalist and supermarket detective
Michael Pollan delved behind the scenes. From fast
food and big organic to small farms and old-fashioned
hunting and gathering, this young readers’ adaptation
of Pollan’s famous food-chain exploration encourages
kids to consider the personal and global health
implications of their food choices.

In a smart, compelling format with updated facts,
plenty of photos, graphs, and visuals, as well as a new
afterword and backmatter, The Omnivore’s Dilemma
serves up a bold message to the generation that
needs it most: It's time to take charge of our national
eating habits—and it starts with you.




