MOUNTAINSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL
8TH GRADE LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: SUMMER READING BOOK LIST

Summer Reading Expectations
1) Read one novel from the list below.

2) Complete a summer reading book project. Refer to the “Summer Reading Project
Directions” document for more information on project choices and guidelines.

R T e i "With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is
The _ SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that

Crossover quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces
dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin

by Alexander brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has

Kwamer more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too,

that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious
middle grade novel of family and brotherhood.

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on
and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a
terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves
a game-changer for the entire family.
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The Devil’s
Arithmetic

by Jane
Yolen

THE

DEVILS

ARITHMETIC

JANE YOLEN

Hannah dreads going to her family's Passover
Seder--she's tired of hearing her relatives talk about the
past. But when she opens the front door to symbolically
welcome the prophet Elijah, she's transported to a Polish
village in the year 1942, where she becomes caught up in
the tragedy of the time. "Readers will come away with a
sense of tragic history that both disturbs and compels.

Feed

by M.T.
Anderson

For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip
to the moon - a chance to party during spring break and
play around with some stupid low-grav at the Ricochet
Lounge. But that was before the crazy hacker caused all
their feeds to malfunction, sending them to the hospital to
lie around with nothing inside their heads for days. And it
was before Titus met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage girl
who knows something about what it's like to live without
the feed-and about resisting its omnipresent ability to
categorize human thoughts and desires.

M. T. Anderson has created a brave new world - and a
hilarious new lingo - sure to appeal to anyone who
appreciates smart satire, futuristic fiction laced with humor,
or any story featuring skin lesions as a fashion statement.
Identity crises, consumerism, and star-crossed teenage
love in a futuristic society where people connect to the
Internet via feeds implanted in their brains.

The Great
Green Heist

by Varian
Johnson

d

SAVING THe SCHO0L ONE CON aTa TIME.

Jackson Greene swears he's given up scheming. Then
school bully Keith Sinclair announces he's running for
Student Council president, against Jackson's former friend
Gaby de la Cruz. Gaby wants Jackson to stay out of it —
but he knows Keith has "connections" to the principal,
which could win him the presidency no matter the vote
count. So Jackson assembles a crack team: Hashemi
Larijani, tech genius. Victor Cho, bankroll. Megan
Feldman, science goddess. Charlie de la Cruz, reporter.
Together they devise a plan that will take down Keith, win
Gaby's respect, and make sure the election is done right. If
they can pull it off, it will be remembered as the school's
greatest con ever — one worthy of the name The Great
Green Heist.




Matched

by Ally
Condie

CAOSSED
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ALLY CONDIE

Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right
choices for her: what to read, what to watch, what to
believe. So when Xander's face appears on-screen at her
Matching ceremony, Cassia knows with complete certainty
that he is her ideal mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham's
face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black.
The Society tells her it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and
that she should focus on the happy life she's destined to
lead with Xander. But Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky,
and as they slowly fall in love, Cassia begins to doubt the
Society's infallibility and is faced with an impossible
choice: between Xander and Ky, between the only life
she's known and a path that no one else has dared to
follow.

The Red
Umbrella

by Christina
Diaz Garcia

“Chrisfina | Diaz Gonzalez

In 1961, two years after the Communist revolution, 14 year
old Lucia Alvarez still leads a carefree life, dreaming of
parties and her first crush. But when the soldiers come to
her sleepy Cuban town, everything begins to change.
Freedoms are stripped away. Neighbors disappear. Her
friends feel like strangers. And her family is being
watched.

As the revolution's impact becomes more oppressive,

Lucia's parents make the heart-wrenching decision to
send her and her little brother to the United States—on
their own.

Suddenly plunked down in Nebraska with well-meaning
strangers, Lucia struggles to adapt to a new country, a
new language, a new way of life. But what of her old life?
Will she ever see her home or her parents again? And if
she does, will she still be the same girl?

Sticks and
Stones

by Abby
Cooper

-
SticeA
by Cocpet)

Ever since she was a baby, the words people use to
describe Elyse have instantly appeared on her arms and
legs. At first it was just "cute" and "adorable," but as she's
gotten older and kids have gotten meaner, words like
"loser" and "pathetic" appear, and those words bubble up
and itch. And then there are words like "interesting," which
she's not really sure how to feel about. Now, at age twelve,
she's starting middle school, and just when her friends
who used to accept and protect her are drifting away, she
receives an anonymous note saying "I know who you are,
and | know what you're dealing with. | want to help." As
Elyse works to solve the mystery of who is sending her
these notes, she also finds new ways to accept who she is
and to become her best self.




Additional titles available at local libraries and bookstores:

Dear Martin

By Nic Stone

A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and
always there to help a friend—but none of that matters
to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs.
Despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he
can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the
ridicule of his new classmates.

Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He
starts a journal to Dr. King to find out.

Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best
friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned
up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop
beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and
Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media
fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack.

A Cold Day in
the Sun

By Sara Biren

By the sushor of The Lasd Thing You Said

~SARA BIREN

Holland Delviss wants to be known for her talent as a
hockey player, not a hockey player who happens to be
a girl. But when her school team is selected to be
featured and televised as part of HockeyFest, her
status as the only girl on the boys’ team makes her the
lead story. Not everyone is thrilled with Holland’s new
fame, but there’s one person who fiercely supports
her, and it's the last person she expects (and definitely
the last person she should be falling for): her bossy
team captain, Wes




A Night
Divided

By Jennifer
Nielsen

With the rise of the Berlin Wall, Gerta finds her family
suddenly divided. She, her mother, and her brother
Fritz live on the eastern side, controlled by the Soviets.
Her father and middle brother, who had gone west in
search of work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is
dangerous to watch the wall, yet she can't help herself.
She sees the East German soldiers with their guns
trained on their own citizens; she, her family, her
neighbors and friends are prisoners in their own city.

But one day on her way to school, Gerta spots her

& . | father on a viewing platform on the western side,

pantomiming a peculiar dance. Gerta concludes that
her father wants her and Fritz to tunnel beneath the
wall, out of East Berlin. However, if they are caught,
the consequences will be deadly. No one can be
trusted. Will Gerta and her family find their way to
freedom?




