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6TH GRADE LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: SUMMER READING BOOK LIST 
 

 
 

Summer Reading Expectations 
 
1) Read one novel from the list below. 
 
2) Complete a  summer reading book project. Refer to the “Summer Reading Project 
Directions” document for more information on project choices and guidelines. 
 

 

Novel & Author Book Cover Summary 

 
Al Capone 
Does My 
Shirts 
 
by ​Gennifer 
Choldenko 

 

Today I moved to a twelve-acre rock covered 
with cement, topped with bird turd and 
surrounded by water. I'm not the only kid who 
lives here. There's my sister, Natalie, except 
she doesn't count. And there are twenty-three 
other kids who live on the island because their 
dads work as guards or cook's or doctors or 
electricians for the prison, like my dad does. 
Plus, there are a ton of murderers, rapists, hit 
men, con men, stickup men, embezzlers, 
connivers, burglars, kidnappers and maybe 
even an innocent man or two, though I doubt 
it. You get to Alcatraz by being the worst of the 
worst. Unless you're me. I came here because 
my mother said I had to. 



 
Crossing the 
Wire 
 
by Will Hobbs 

 

When falling crop prices threaten his family 
with starvation, fifteen-year-old Victor Flores 
heads north in an attempt to “cross the wire” 
from Mexico into the United States so he can 
find work and send money home. But with no 
coyote money to pay the smugglers who 
sneak illegal workers across the border, Victor 
must struggle to survive as he jumps trains, 
stows away on trucks, and hikes grueling 
miles through the Arizona desert. 

 
Escape from 
Mr. 
Lemoncello’s 
Library 
 
by Chris 
Grabenstein 

 

Kyle Keeley is the class clown, popular with 
most kids, (if not the teachers), and an ardent 
fan of all games: board games, word games, 
and particularly video games. His hero, Luigi 
Lemoncello, the most notorious and creative 
gamemaker in the world, just so happens to be 
the genius behind the building of the new town 
library. 
Lucky Kyle wins a coveted spot to be one of 
the first 12 kids in the library for an overnight 
of fun, food, and lots and lots of games. But 
when morning comes, the doors remain 
locked. Kyle and the other winners must solve 
every clue and every secret puzzle to find the 
hidden escape route. And the stakes are very 
high. 

 
How to Steal 
a Dog 
 
by Barbara 
O’Connor 

 

Georgina Hayes is desperate. Ever since her 
father left and they were evicted from their 
apartment, her family has been living in their 
car. With her mama juggling two jobs and 
trying to make enough money to find a place 
to live, Georgina is stuck looking after her 
younger brother, Toby. And she has her heart 
set on improving their situation. When 
Georgina spots a missing-dog poster with a 
reward of five hundred dollars, the solution to 
all her problems suddenly seems within 
reach… 
 



 
The Ranger’s 
Apprentice: 
Ruins of 
Gorlan 
 
by John 
Flanagan 

 

They have always scared him in the past—the 
Rangers, with their dark cloaks and shadowy 
ways. The villagers believe the Rangers 
practice magic that makes them invisible to 
ordinary people. And now 15-year-old Will, 
always small for his age, has been chosen as 
a Ranger's apprentice. What he doesn't yet 
realize is that the Rangers are the protectors 
of the kingdom. Highly trained in the skills of 
battle and surveillance, they fight the battles 
before the battles reach the people. And as 
Will is about to learn, there is a large battle 
brewing. The exiled Morgarath, Lord of the 
Mountains of Rain and Night, is gathering his 
forces for an attack on the kingdom. This time, 
he will not be denied. . .  
***1st in a series 

 
Stargirl 
 
by Jerry 
Spinelli 

 

From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in 
a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum 
with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She 
captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one 
smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution 
with just one cheer. The students of Mica High 
are enchanted. At first.  
Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly 
shunned for everything that makes her 
different, and Leo, panicked and desperate 
with love, urges her to become the very thing 
that can destroy her: normal. In this 
celebration of nonconformity,  

 
When You 
Reach Me 
 
by Rebecca 
Stead 

 

By sixth grade, Miranda and her best friend, 
Sal, know how to navigate their New York City 
neighborhood. They know where it’s safe to 
go, and they know who to avoid. Like the crazy 
guy on the corner. But things start to unravel, 
as more notes start to arrive. Each message 
brings her closer to believing that only she can 
prevent a tragic death. 

 



Additional titles available at local libraries and bookstores: 
 

Title & Author  Book Cover  Summary 

 
Finding 
Audrey 
 
By Sophie 
Kinsella 
 

 

Audrey wears dark glasses all the time, even in the 
house. She almost never goes out, doesn’t talk to new 
people, and finds making eye contact to be nearly 
impossible.  
 
But then one day she meets Linus. Linus is her 
brother’s friend and a sensitive spirit with whom she 
can talk through her fears. He makes her laugh and 
doesn’t leave her feeling like she’s being judged. As 
their friendship deepens, Audrey’s recovery gains 
momentum, and she and Linus begin to develop 
feelings for each other. But how can they have a future 
together when Audrey hasn’t dealt with her past? And 
how could anyone ever love her once they’ve seen her 
at her worst? 

 
Summerlost 
 
By Ally Condie 

 

Sometimes it takes a new friend to bring you home. 
It's the first real summer since the accident that 
killed Cedar's father and younger brother, Ben. 
Cedar and what's left of her family are returning to 
the town of Iron Creek for the summer. They're just 
settling into their new house when a boy named 
Leo, dressed in costume, rides by on his bike. 
Intrigued, Cedar follows him to the renowned 
Summerlost theatre festival. Soon, she not only has 
a new friend in Leo and a job working concessions 
at the festival, she finds herself surrounded by 
mystery. The mystery of the tragic, too-short life of 
the Hollywood actress who haunts the halls of 
Summerlost. And the mystery of the strange gifts 
that keep appearing for Cedar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


