
 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Placement IV Reading List 
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS 

(Please pay attention to all links on this page.) 

You will need to make digital or hard copies of the links below and complete the work.  

 

● GRAPES OF WRATH: Online Text  (You will have to click on one of the options listed.)  

 

Historical Context 

Before you begin this novel, you may want to get some historical context. The novel is sent in the 1930’s during the Dust Bowl 

Era. You may want to research topics such as the Dust Bowl Era, The Great Depression, Route 66 and the plight of tenant farmers 

and field workers during this time. Below are a few sources that may be helpful: 

 

Ken Burns’ Documentary on the Dust Bowl 

 

Dorothea Lange’s photographic depiction of the Dust Bowl Era 

 

PBS General Article on the Migrant Worker Experience 

 

Structure 

Steinbeck uses intercalary chapters in this work. In other words  he includes chapters that don’t advance the plot, but provide 

background information.They occur every other chapter (ALL ODD NUMBERED)and are there to provide a deeper understanding 

of the problems facing the characters. As you read these chapters, pay attention to the changing point of view and tone 

 

Main Assignment 

You will be completing journal entries for this work. You will need a minimum of 20 entries overall and they should reflect a 

balanced understanding of  the work–they should discuss the work overall. (You may want to write an entry every two chapters or 

so.) 

 

TOPICS: (Use these to guide your responses) 

 

1. Consider the motifs/symbols and images in the work. This may include things like justice, unity, the turtle, the sun, 

capitalism, etc.  

 

2. Consider the role of religion/spirituality in this novel. (Take into account Biblical allusions and characterization ties–

Jim Casy, Tom Joad.) 

 

3. Consider gender roles within the piece. How do the characters develop within/in spite of these constructs?  

 

4. Focus on the conflicts in the work. (Human versus______) 

 

5. Consider how the characters evolve throughout the work. How do they develop individually and as part of the 

collective society? 

 

6. Consider the overall message of the work. How is it developed through the different chapters?    

 

Enrichment 

Complete this assignment–read, annotate and then listen to the songs and answer the questions.  

 

Close Read 

Complete this practice. It is modeled after the AP Question #2. When you annotate and answer the prompt, do so AS IF THIS 

WAS THE ONLY PART OF THE TEXT YOU READ. You must stick to the text in front of you.  
 

 

 

 

https://www.fadedpage.com/showbook.php?pid=20220149
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNuskt7Q_y8
https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/dust-bowl-dorothea-lange/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/surviving-the-dust-bowl-mass-exodus-plains/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Eqczyp6DYMh21OzwDPd8iGy1T_T1ddW-_l3N9Uaegc8/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1za3d47NwR0xmBYvtlnJUjIB0YGmyNpk6TZMlOTVfS-s/edit?usp=sharing


 

● DEATH OF A SALESMAN: Online Text 

Historical Context 

Use these sites for Historical Context: 

Source 1       Source 2 

 

Main Assignment 

Read the play and then complete the assignments on the attached doc.  You will have to make your own copy and fill it out.  

 

 

● POETRY 
Use this link  to access the work for “The Unknown Citizen” and “The World is Too Much With Us”. (Also found in Perrine pgs. 848-

849 and pg. 770. There are questions that might help with your analysis after the poems on those pages. ) 

 

 

                 
 FULL LENGTH-WORKS TO BE READ OVER THE YEAR (We may read them in their entirety OR focus on 

excerpts.) 
 

HEART OF DARKNESS- Conrad’s story follows Marlowe in his quest to locate his fellow company man that has been lost in the 

African Congo.  

 

DEATH OF A SALESMAN- Miller’s prize-wining play addressing family conflict and  loss of idealism after World War II. 

 

THE GRAPES OF WRATH – Steinbeck’s classic novel of social injustice is set in the dust-bowl era United States. 

 

KING LEAR – Shakespeare’s masterpiece of misjudgments and misunderstandings that lead to tragic results.  

 

OTHELLO – Shakespeare’s masterpiece focusing on the effect of blind jealousy and manipulation. 

 

WUTHERING HEIGHTS – Bronte’s classic brooding tale focuses on a gypsy foundling and his intrusion into the lives of the Earnshaw 

family. 

 

1984 – Orwell’s dystopian novel that focuses on one man’s struggle with government oppression.  

 

BRAVE NEW WORLD – Huxley’s dystopian novel focused on a society perfectly engineered around technology and capitalism.  

 

                 

                *Additional works from the literature anthology will also be assigned. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://joycej.kenstonlocal.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/109/2015/01/Death-of-a-Salesman.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EJn0_jP4XF6KBY83_AUQnwTEokx1Egzq/view?usp=drive_web&authuser=0
https://amacdonaldrw.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/8/7/23876170/historical_context_of_death_of_a_salesman_notes.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LQNq-o0UOlUL50T8_ci8pxsm4Hd9r1NZOJCp08Os9T0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12WQOmFxQBPigy_NDh0ihs9K_W21b4xOcdSGq7uGd93U/edit?usp=sharing

