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Shannon Soto, Ed.D., Chief Administrative Officer
Business & Administrative Services

501 S. Santa Fe Avenue, Compton, CA 90221

Phone: (310) 639-4321 Ext. 55253 Fax: (310) 763-0105
ssoto@compton.kl2.ca.us

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

To: Reviewing Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties
Subject: Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Centennial High School Modernization
Project

Environmental Information: The Compton Unified School District (District), as lead agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the
Centennial High School Modernization Project (Proposed Project). This notice is provided pursuant to Title 14, Chapter 3,
sections 15072 and 15073 of the California Code of Regulations, as amended. The IS/MND evaluates whether the
Proposed Project could result in significant environmental effects.

Project Location: The Proposed Project site is located at Centennial High School, 2606 N. Central Ave., Compton, California
90222. The site is not included on any hazardous waste site list compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5.

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project involves redevelopment of the Centennial High School campus. Existing
permanent and portable school buildings, facilities, and athletic fields would be demolished and replaced with new
academic, administrative, athletic, and support facilities, including an administration and academic buildings, performing
arts center, gymnasium, aquatic center and pool building, dining and career technical education building, field house,
parking lots, athletic facilities, outdoor courts, and associated site improvements. Improvements would also include
landscaping, circulation and accessibility upgrades, utility improvements, lighting, signage, and stormwater infrastructure
upgrades. Construction would occur in phases between approximately August 2026 and August 2030.

Public Review and Comments: The IS/MND is available for a 30-day public review period beginning May 29, 2026, and
ending June 29, 2026. The IS/MND is available for review at:

e Compton Unified School District: 501 South Santa Fe Avenue, Compton, California 90221

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15073, responsible agencies, trustee agencies, and interested parties, including
members of the public, may submit written comments no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 29, 2026. Written comments may
be emailed to ssoto@compton.k12.ca.us or addressed to:

Compton Unified School District

Shannon Soto, Ed.D., Chief Administrative Officer
501 South Santa Fe Avenue

Compton, CA 90221

Board of Education Meeting: Following completion of the public review period, the Compton Unified School District Board
of Education will consider adoption of the IS/MND and approval of the Proposed Project at a public meeting on July 7,
2026, at Caldwell Elementary School, located at 2300 W. Caldwell St., Compton, California 90220.
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1 Introduction

The Compton Unified School District (District) proposes the Centennial High School Modernization
Project (Proposed Project) at 2606 North Central Avenue, Compton, California (Proposed Project Site).
The Proposed Project would involve the complete redevelopment of the existing high school campus to
upgraded, new facilities, improvement of site circulation, and enhancement of educational and
recreational spaces to meet programming needs.

The District is the primary public agency that will carry out and approve the Proposed Project.
Accordingly, it is the lead agency with the responsibility to evaluate and mitigate potentially significant
environmental effects caused by the Proposed Project.

1.1 California Environmental Quality Act

This document is an Initial Study prepared to identify potential environmental impacts that may result
from implementation of the Proposed Project. This Initial Study has been prepared pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; PRC §§ 21000 et seq.,) and the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR §§
15000 et seq.).!

CEQA Guidelines § 150632 describes the process for preparing an Initial Study and its required contents,
while 14 CCR § 15064 provides the criteria for determining whether a project may result in a significant
environment effect. This Initial Study has been prepared pursuant to these provisions to provide the
District, as the lead agency, with the information necessary to determine whether an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR), Negative Declaration, or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is the appropriate
CEQA document for the Proposed Project.

This Initial Study identifies potentially significant environmental impacts associated with the Proposed
Project and presents mitigation measures to reduce those impacts to less-than-significant levels. Under
PRC § 21064.5,* a MND may be prepared when the initial study identifies potentially significant
environmental effects but (1) revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate those effects to a point
where clearly no significant environment impact would occur, and (2) the record contains no substantial
evidence that the revised project may result in a significant environmental effect.

The evaluation and proposed mitigation measures presented in this Initial Study provide substantial
evidence that the Proposed Project’s potentially significant environmental impacts would be reduced to
less-than-significant levels. Accordingly, this Initial Study supports and formalizes the District’s

L “california Environmental Quality Act,” PRC 21000 et seq.,
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/PRC&sectionNum=21000 and “CEQA Guidelines,” 14 CCR §§ 15000 et seq.,
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations/Tit14/Div6/Ch3

2 “|nitial Study,” 14 CCR § 15063, https://shared-govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I87A7E72C5

3 “Determining the Significance of the Environmental Effects Caused by a Project,” 14 CCR § 15064,
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I87B888FD5

4 “Definitions,” PRC § 21064.5, https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes d21064.5
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determination that an MND is the appropriate CEQA document for evaluating the environmental
impacts of the Proposed Project.

1.2 Document Organization

The content and format of this document are designed to meet the requirements of the CEQA
Guidelines. This document is organized into the following sections:

Section 1. Introduction: Provides an introduction, describes the purpose of the document, and the
organization of this document.

Section 2. Project Information: Provides an overview of the Proposed Project, summary of the
environmental findings and recommended mitigation measures, and the lead agency’s
determination on the applicability of the CEQA documentation.

Section 3. Environmental Setting: Describes the location of the Proposed Project, existing
conditions of the Proposed Project Site, surrounding land uses, and the general plan
land use designation and zoning of the Proposed Project Site.

Section 4. Project Description: Provides a detailed description of the Proposed Project.

Section 5. Evaluation of Environmental Impacts: Contains the Environmental Checklist, an
overview for each of the environmental issue areas, and analyzes the potential
environmental effects of implementing the Proposed Project. Mitigation measures, if
necessary, are included after each impact analysis.

Section 6. References: Identifies documents, websites, people, and other sources consulted during
the preparation of this document.

‘D Page 2



2

0.

Initial Study | Mitigated Negative Declaration
Centennial High School Modernization Project

Proposed Project Information

Project Title

Lead Agency Name and Address

Contact Person and Phone Number:

Project Location

Project Sponsor’s Name and Address

General Plan Land Use Designation
Zoning

Surrounding Land Uses and Setting

Description of Project

Centennial High School Modernization Project

Compton Unified School District
501 South Santa Fe Avenue
Compton, CA 90221

Shannon Soto, Ed.D.
Chief Administrative Officer
(310) 639-4321 ext. 55086

Centennial High School
2606 North Central Avenue
Compton, CA 90222

Compton Unified School District
Facilities Department

501 South Santa Fe Avenue
Compton, CA 90221

Public/Quasi-Public
RM — Medium Density Residential

The Proposed Project Site is developed with a high school
campus in an urbanized community with mixed land uses.
North of the Proposed Project Site is West El Segundo
Boulevard followed by commercial and light industrial
development. East of the Proposed Project Site is North
Parmelee Avenue followed by the channelized Compton
Creek, vacant land that is proposed for multifamily
residential development, and existing single-family
residences. South of the Proposed Project Site is West
131st Street followed by single-family residences. North of
the Proposed Project Site is Central Avenue followed by a
mix of single- and multifamily residential and commercial
development.

The Proposed Project involves the complete redevelopment
of the Centennial High School campus. All existing
permanent and portable school buildings, facilities, and
athletic fields would be removed or demolished, and new
state-of-the-art school buildings, facilities, and athletic
facilities would be constructed, including an administration
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building; academic building; performance arts center;
gymnasium and associated locker room facilities,
weightroom, and supporting amenities; competition-size
swimming pool and pool building; dining and career
technical education building; replacement track and field
with aluminum bleachers and a press box; three parking
lots; exterior tennis and basketball courts; a field house
with restrooms and concessions; lunch shelter; and new
site work throughout the campus, including new landscape,
hardscape, trash and transformer enclosures, electrical
yard enclosures, and solar panel battery energy storage
systems. A detailed description of the Proposed Project,
including short-term operation of the existing Centennial
High School program, is provided in Section 4.

10. Other Agency Approvals City of Compton (City) Public Works and Municipal Utilities
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board

11. California Native American The District contacted local Native American tribal
Consultation representatives on August 15, 2025, and has concluded
consultation with the Gabrielefio Band of Mission Indians —
Kizh Nation (Kizh Nation) that will result in an enforceable
agreement to monitor and protect any tribal cultural
resources found during construction.

12. Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors that are checked below would be potentially affected by the Proposed
Project and require mitigation to reduce the impacts to less-than-significant levels. The resource areas
that are unchecked would have a less-than-significant impact or no impact on the environment and do
not require mitigation.

Aesthetics Mineral Resources
Agriculture and Forestry Resources Noise
Air Quality Population and Housing

Biological Resources Public Services
Cultural Resources

Energy

Geology and Soils

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology and Water Quality

Land Use and Planning

Recreation

Transportation

Tribal Cultural Resources

Utilities and Service Systems
Wildfire

Mandatory Findings of Significance

OO0 XOOOXXOOX
goO0xOOOOO0OaO0

AN
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existence of the buffer zone and to avoid entering the buffer zone during the
nesting season. No parking, storage of materials, or construction activities shall
occur within this buffer until the biologist has confirmed that breeding/nesting is
completed, and the young have fledged the nest. Encroachment into the buffer shall
occur only at the discretion of the qualified biologist.

A survey report by the qualified biologist documenting and verifying compliance
with this measure and with applicable state and federal regulations protecting
nesting birds shall be submitted to the District. The qualified biologist shall serve as
a construction monitor during those periods when construction activities would
occur near active nests to ensure that no inadvertent impacts on the nests would
occur.

Bat Avoidance. To avoid disturbance of roosting bats protected as California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Species of Special Concern (SSC), activities
related to the Proposed Project, including but not limited to tree removal, building
demolition, and construction, shall occur outside of the bat maternity season
(typically April 1 through August 31) to the extent feasible. If such activities must
occur during the maternity season, a pre-construction bat habitat assessment and
survey shall be conducted no more than 14 days prior to initiation of activities. The
survey shall be conducted by a qualified bat biologist and include visual inspections
of trees and buildings for signs of bat use (e.g., guano, staining, individuals, or
colonies). The survey shall cover the Proposed Project Site and a 50-foot buffer
where accessible.

If evidence of bat roosting is found, an avoidance buffer (typically 100-300 feet,
depending on species and roost type) shall be demarcated by the qualified biologist.
All construction personnel shall be notified of the buffer zone and instructed to
avoid it until the biologist confirms the roost is vacated (e.g., after pups have
fledged or through humane exclusion methods if approved by CDFW).
Encroachment into the buffer shall occur only at the discretion of the qualified
biologist and in consultation with CDFW if SSC bats are present. Humane exclusion,
if necessary, shall be conducted outside the maternity season and in accordance
with CDFW guidelines.

Cultural Resources

CUL-1

Archaeological Resources. Pursuant to 14 CCR § 15064.5(f), in the event that any
historic or prehistoric subsurface cultural resources are discovered during ground-
disturbing activities, all work within 50 feet of the resources shall be halted, and the
District and/or its construction manager shall consult with a qualified archaeologist
to assess the significance of the find. If any find is determined to be significant,
appropriate avoidance measures recommended by the consultant and approved by
the District must be followed unless avoidance is determined unnecessary or
infeasible by the District. Feasibility of avoidance shall be determined with
consideration of factors such as the nature of the find, project design, costs, and
other considerations. If avoidance is unnecessary or infeasible, other appropriate
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measures (e.g., data recovery, excavation) shall be instituted. Work may proceed on
other parts of the Proposed Project Site while measures for the cultural resources
are implemented.

In the event of data recovery of archaeological resources, the District and the
qualified archaeologist shall prepare an Archaeological Research Design and
Treatment Plan (ARDTP). The ARDTP is required to identify how the proposed data
recovery program would preserve the significant information the archaeological
resource is expected to contain. The ARDTP shall identify the scientific/historic
research questions applicable to the expected resource, the data classes the
resource is expected to possess, and how the expected data classes would address
the applicable research questions. The ARDTP shall include the analysis and specify
the curation and storage methods. Data recovery, in general, shall be limited to the
portions of the archaeological resource that could be impacted by the Proposed
Project. Destructive data recovery methods shall not be applied to portions of the
archaeological resources if nondestructive methods are practicable. Because the
intent of the ARDTP is to save as much of the archaeological resource as possible,
including moving the resource, if feasible, preparation and implementation of the
ARDTP would reduce the potential adverse impact to less than significant.

Hazardous Materials

HAZ-1

Contaminated Soil Management and Dust Control. Prior to grading activities,
soil impacted by arsenic, lead, asbestos, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
shall be removed from the Site through excavation and off-site disposal at an
acceptable landfill. The District and/or construction contractor shall implement
measures during grading, excavation, stockpiling, loading, hauling, and other
ground-disturbing activities to minimize off-site fugitive dust emissions and
potential exposure to hazardous materials. Measures shall include, but not be
limited to, the following:

e Application of water or approved soil stabilizers to disturbed areas, unpaved
haul routes, and soil stockpiles, as necessary, to control dust;

e Covering of haul trucks transporting soil and minimizing the area of
disturbed surfaces;

e Continuous visual monitoring for dust emissions during soil disturbance
activities;

e Use of wind erosion controls and suspension of soil-disturbing activities
during high wind conditions when visible dust cannot be effectively
controlled;

e Proper characterization, handling, storage, transportation, and disposal of
contaminated soils in accordance with applicable local, state, and federal
regulations;

Page 7



Initial Study | Mitigated Negative Declaration
Centennial High School Modernization Project

e Maintenance of records documenting dust control practices, soil handling
procedures, and disposal documentation, as applicable; and

¢ Implementation of particulate monitoring and additional control measures
if contaminated soils exceed applicable regulatory screening thresholds.

Tribal Cultural Resources

TCR-1 Retain a Native American Monitor Prior to Commencement of Ground-
Disturbing Activities

A. The District will retain a Native American Monitor from, or approved by, the
Gabrielefio Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation. The Native American Monitor will
be retained prior to the commencement of any ground-disturbing activities for the
Proposed Project at all project locations (including on-site and off-site locations
specified in the project description and/or required in connection with the Proposed
Project, such as public improvement work). “Ground-disturbing activities” include,
but are not limited to, demolition and removal of pavement and improvements
below the ground, potholing, augering, grubbing, tree removal, boring, grading,
excavation, drilling, and trenching.

B. A monitoring agreement will be prepared between the District and the Native
American Monitor and executed prior to the commencement of any ground-
disturbing activity or the issuance of any permit necessary to begin such activity.

C. On days when ground-disturbing activities, as defined in subsection A above, are
scheduled and as confirmed by the District and/or its construction contractor, the
Native American Monitor will complete daily monitoring logs. These logs will
describe the relevant ground-disturbing activities, the type of construction activities
performed, the locations of such activities, soil types, cultural-related materials, and
any other facts, conditions, materials, or discoveries of significance to the Kizh
Nation. Monitoring logs will identify and describe any discovered cultural resources,
including but not limited to Native American cultural and historical artifacts,
remains, and places of significance (collectively, “tribal cultural resources” or
“TCRs”)—as well as any discovered Native American (ancestral) human remains and
burial goods. Copies of monitoring logs will be provided to the District upon
completion.

D. On-site tribal monitoring shall conclude upon the latter of the following: (1) written
confirmation to the Kizh Nation from the District and/or its construction contractor
that all ground-disturbing activities and phases that involve ground disturbance at
the Proposed Project Site are complete, or (2) a determination and written
notification by the Kizh Nation to the District that no future planned construction
activity or development phase at the Proposed Project Site possesses the potential
to impact Kizh Nation TCRs.
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14. Determination

On the basis of the evaluation presented herein, as the representative for the Lead Agency:

0 Ifind that the Proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X | find that although the Proposed Project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the Proposed Project will be made
through mitigation measures. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

0 Ifind that the Proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

SXBV 05 haz 2010

Signature Date

Shannon Soto, Ed.D.
Chief Administrative Officer Compton Unified School District

Printed Name and Title Lead Agency
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and mechanical drawing). The gymnasium includes boys’ and girls’ locker rooms with a combined total
of 169 lockers and provides bleacher seating for up to 1,484 spectators. In total, the school contains 67
classrooms (including 17 portable classrooms) and can accommodate an enrollment capacity of up to
2,516 students, based on a classroom loading standard of 34 students.

Physical Education and recreational facilities are located in the eastern portion of the campus. The track
and football stadium is situated in the southeast corner and is oriented north—south. It features an
artificial-turf field, an all-weather track, a public-address system, and bleacher seating for 3,273
spectators—1,991 on the home side (west) and 1,282 on the visitor side (east). Stadium lighting is
provided by four light poles, with two on each side of both bleachers. The varsity baseball field is located
in the northeast corner of the campus, and the varsity softball field is located west of the baseball field.
Underutilized grass areas west and south of the baseball field separate it from the stadium and softball
field. Five outdoor basketball courts and a practice football/soccer field are situated west of the
stadium, in the center of the campus, and eight tennis courts are located along the southern perimeter.
All outdoor athletic fields outside the stadium—including the baseball, softball, and practice
football/soccer fields—consist of natural turf and do not have lighting for evening use.

The campus includes two separate parking lots for students and staff in the northwest portion of the
site, both accessed from El Segundo Boulevard. Together, the lots provide 200 stalls. Based on
observations, approximately two-thirds of the stalls are occupied during the school day. The lots include
photovoltaic solar canopies and security lighting located throughout and along pedestrian walkways.
Figures 3 and 4 depict existing conditions of the Proposed Project Site and surrounding areas.

Additional campus access is provided by a driveway on Central Avenue, which leads to the southwest
portion of the campus where the cafeteria, shops, and school maintenance yard are located.
Ornamental landscaping is located throughout the campus including 41 ornamental, non-native trees
and grass lawns with shrubbery along the western and southern perimeters. The entire campus is
secured with perimeter fencing. The primary point of entry is through the administration building along
Central Avenue, with additional access provided from the parking lots. Access to the outdoor athletic
fields is available from Parmelee Avenue, northeast of the stadium.

Previous (Historical) Uses

Prior to development of the Centennial High School campus, most of the Proposed Project Site and
surrounding areas were in agricultural use as early as 1923. Three buildings were present in the
west-northwestern portion of the site during this period. By 1952 agricultural operations had ceased,
and the site was redeveloped with the present-day Centennial High School.
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