
Welcome to
Second Grade!
Ms. Waites 

Dear Second Grade Families,

Welcome to Second Grade at Our Lady of Mercy! We are excited to welcome you

and your child to our classroom community and look forward to a wonderful year

of growth, learning, and discovery together.

Welcome!

Summer Reading and Math Activities
Enclosed is a recommended summer reading list and book menu, optional reading

comprehension passages, math activities designed to support and reinforce essential

skills, and the supply list. 

Please have your child:

Read 2 books from the list and complete 2 activities from the Summer Book

Menu. (One per book)

Complete 3 pages of the math packet. 

These assignments will be collected at the start of the new school year. Also included are

two optional reading comprehension passages that your child may choose to complete

for additional practice.

As you enjoy a well-deserved summer break, we encourage you to make reading a part of

your daily routine. Just 15–20 minutes of reading each day can help your child maintain

important literacy skills and continue to grow as a confident, capable reader

To support your child in selecting books that are both enjoyable and appropriately

challenging, we recommend using the Five-Finger Test:

Pick a book and open it to any page.

Start reading and hold up one finger for every word that is unfamiliar.

0–1 fingers: The book may be too easy.

2–3 fingers: This book is likely a good fit—engaging and slightly challenging, with

opportunities to learn new vocabulary.

4–5 fingers: This book may be too difficult at this time and could lead to frustration.

hwaites@olom.org



Summer reading list

Orris and Timble The Beginning by Kate DiCamillo

Stella & Marigold by Annie Barrows

Good Dog by Cam Higgins

Too Small Tola by Atinuke

The Amazing Life of Azaleah Lane by Nikki Shannon Smith

Emmet and Jez Adventures in Fosterland by Hannah Shaw

Henry and Mudge series by Cynthia Rylant

The Miniature World of Marvin & James by Elise Broach

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

Fly Guy Series by Tedd Arnold

 REALISTIC & FRIENDSHIP

Magic Tree House: Dinosaurs Before Dark by Mary Pope Osborne

The Whodunit Detective Agency by Martin Widmark

A to Z Mysteries by Ron Roy

Mac Undercover by Mac Barnett

Nate the Great series by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat

Dragons Masters series by Tracey West

Mysteries

Squirlish: Shark in the Park by Ellen Potter

Mia Mayhem Is a Superhero! by Kara West

Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne

Galaxy Zack by Ray O'Ryan

Ricky Ricotta's Mighty Robot by Dav Pilkey

Ivy Lost and Found by Cynthia Lord

James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl

Matilda by Roald Dahl

Adventure



Go Wild! Sea Turtles by Jill Esbaum

Fox Explores the Night by Martin Jenkins

Blood! Not Just a Vampire Drink by Stacy McAnulty

Plants Fight Back by Lisa J. Amstutz

The Rat by Elise Gravel

All About Plants: Ada Twist, Scientist The

Planets by Elizabeth Carney

Animals in Pants by Suzy Levinson

Matter by Lola M. Schaefer

National Geographic Easy Reader Series

nonfiction

Funny
Amelia Bedelia series by Peggy Parish

Junie B. Jones series by Barbara Park

Dragonsitter by Josh Lacey

Stick Dog by Tom Watson

Scaredy Squirrel in a Nutshell by Melanie Watt 

Real Pigeons Fight Crime by Ben Wood

Rabbit & Bear: Rabbit's Bad Habits by Julian Gough & Jim Field

magic
Princess Minna The Unicorn Mix-Up by Kirsty Applebaum

Diary of an Ice Princess by Christina Soontornvat

Rise of the Earth Dragon by Tracey West

Love Puppies by JaNay Brown Wood

The Fabled Stables by Jonathan Auxier

Dragons of Ember City: Happy Spark Day by Shane Richardson and Sarah Marino

Kwame’s Magic Quest by Bernard Mensah
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