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WELCOME!

Dear Second Grade Families,

Welcome to Second Grade at Our Lady of Mercy! We are excited to welcome you

and your child to our classroom community and look forward to a wonderful year

of growth, learning, and discovery together.

SUMMER READING AND MATH ACTIVITIES

Enclosed is a recommended summer reading list and book menu, optional reading
comprehension passages, math activities designed to support and reinforce essential

skills, and the supply list.

Please have your child:
* Read 2 books from the list and complete 2 activities from the Summer Book

Menu. (One per book)

e Complete 3 pages of the math packet.

These assignments will be collected at the start of the new school year. Also included are

two optional reading comprehension passages that your child may choose to complete

for additional practice.

As you enjoy a well-deserved summer break, we encourage you to make reading a part of
your daily routine. Just 15-20 minutes of reading each day can help your child maintain
important literacy skills and continue to grow as a confident, capable reader
To support your child in selecting books that are both enjoyable and appropriately
challenging, we recommend using the Five-Finger Test:

* Pick a book and open it to any page.

e Start reading and hold up one finger for every word that is unfamiliar.

e 0-1fingers: The book may be too easy.

e 2-3 fingers: This book is likely a good fit—engaging and slightly challenging, with

opportunities to learn new vocabulary.

 4-5 fingers: This book may be too difficult at this time and could lead to frustration.
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’ SUMMER READING LIST

REALISTIC & FRIENDSHIP

Orris and Timble The Beginning by Kate DiCamillo

Stella & Marigold by Annie Barrows

Good Dog by Cam Higgins

Too Small Tola by Atinuke

The Amazing Life of Azaleah Lane by Nikki Shannon Smith

Emmet and Jez Adventures in Fosterland by Hannah Shaw

Henry and Mudge series by Cynthia Rylant

The Miniature World of Marvin & James by Elise Broach
Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

Fly Guy Series by Tedd Arnold

MYSTERIES

Magic Tree House: Dinosaurs Before Dark by Mary Pope Osborne
The Whodunit Detective Agency by Martin Widmark

A to Z Mysteries by Ron Roy

Mac Undercover by Mac Barnett

Nate the Great series by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat

Dragons Masters series by Tracey West

ADVENTURE

Squirlish: Shark in the Park by Ellen Potter
Mia Mayhem Is a Superhero! by Kara West
Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne
Galaxy Zack by Ray O'Ryan

Ricky Ricotta's Mighty Robot by Dav Pilkey
lvy Lost and Found by Cynthia Lord

James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl
Matilda by Roald Dahl
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NONFICTION

Go Wild! Sea Turtles by Jill Esbaum

Fox Explores the Night by Martin Jenkins

Blood! Not Just a Vampire Drink by Stacy McAnulty
Plants Fight Back by Lisa J. Amstutz

The Rat by Elise Gravel

All About Plants: Ada Twist, Scientist The

Planets by Elizabeth Carney

Animals in Pants by Suzy Levinson
Matter by Lola M. Schaefer

National Geographic Easy Reader Series

FUNNY

Amelia Bedelia series by Peggy Parish

Junie B. Jones series by Barbara Park

Dragonsitter by Josh Lacey

Stick Dog by Tom Watson

Scaredy Squirrel in a Nutshell by Melanie Watt

Real Pigeons Fight Crime by Ben Wood

Rabbit & Bear: Rabbit's Bad Habits by Julian Gough & Jim Field

MAGIC

Princess Minna The Unicorn Mix-Up by Kirsty Applebaum
Diary of an Ice Princess by Christina Soontornvat

Rise of the Earth Dragon by Tracey West

Love Puppies by JaNay Brown Wood

The Fabled Stables by Jonathan Auxier

Dragons of Ember City: Happy Spark Day by Shane Richardson and Sarah Marino

Kwame's Magic Quest by Bernard Mensah
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Read two books of your choice. Each time you finish a book, select one activity to complete about
each book you read! Please note your choice by coloring in the square and including the date of

completion.

Create a new ending for
the book you ere reading.
How would the characters
solve the problem in «
different way?

Pretend the story happens
in « different time period.
Row would the story be
different? Rewrite « part
of the book in « new

setting.

Keep « journal through the
point of view of «
character in the story.
How do you think they
felt? What would they
Nant o say?

g0 on « trip with the
characters in the story.
Write « list of things you
Would bring on the trip.

I mlT—
by the Caning Clasansom

Pretend you are packing to

oU oU .

Write « letter to the
aihor of the story. What
questions do you have for

the author?

Create « glossary of key

words from your book. Be
sure to list page numbers

and create « definition in
JOUF ONN WOrds.

. Create a song or poem to
summarize the events thet
happened In the story.

Draw what you think the
setting of the story you
ere reading would look
like. Describe what the
setting looks like.

Think ebout your favorite
character in the story.
Whet award would you give
that cheracter and why?

Pretend you are « news
reporter. Write « news
report or newspaper
article like you are «
journalist.

Design « board game based

on your story.Think about

the rules you would need

to make before people can
play the game.

Think about the main
character in the story.
What is one animal you

think Is like the
cheracter? Why do you
think they are similer?

Communityy
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¥ optional Envichment
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Read the story 3 fimes. Color a star each time you read. Answer the questions.

A Day at the Beach

ﬁ d sunny summer morning, and Mila and her family are going to the
beach! They pack a picnic basket with sandwiches, fruit, and juice, and put on
their swimsuits and hats. Mila's litfle brother, Jack, brings his bucket and
shovel for building sandcastles. When they arrive at the beach, the sound of
the waves crashing makes Emma smile. She runs to the water and feels the
cool ocean breeze. Jack digs a big hole in the sand while Mila splashes in the
shallow water. Affer playing, Mila and Jack sit under their umbrella and eat
their picnic lunch. They enjoy their food while watching seagulls fly by. After
lunch, they fake a walk along the shore, collecting D 4
seashells. The sun sfarts to sef, and it's time fo head v <7
home. Mila and Jack are tired but happy after a fun day<] V
/B

Qhe beach. 4

|. What did Mila and her family bring to the beach for lunch?

1
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2. What did Jack do while Mila was splashing in the water?

3. What did Mila and Jack see flying by while they were eating lunch?

4. How did Mila and Jack feel at the end of the day?
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2nd Grade Reading Comprehension

Name: Date:

Sea Creatures *Read The Passage Below & Answer The Questions*

The ocean is home to many amazing sea

creatures.

Dolphins are smart and playful sea creatures.
They live in groups called pods. Dolphins use
sounds and signals to talk to each other. They
like to jump out of the water and do flips.
Dolphins eat fish and squid.

Sharks are powerful hunters of the sea. They have sharp teeth and strong bodies.
Sharks can smell food from far away. Some sharks are very big, like the great white

shark, while others are small. Sharks eat fish, seals, and even other sharks.

Turtles are gentle sea creatures with hard shells. Sea turtles swim long distances in the
ocean. They come to the shore to lay their eggs in the sand. Baby turtles hatch from the

eggs and hurry to the water. Sea turtles eat jellyfish, seaweed, and small fish.

Fish come in many different shapes and colors. They live in schools, or large groups, to
stay safe. Fish breathe through gills and swim using their fins. Some fish live in coral

reefs, which are like underwater cities. Fish eat algae, plankton, and smaller fish.

Whales are the giants of the ocean. They are very big but gentle creatures. Whales
breathe air through a blowhole on top of their heads. Some whales sing songs to talk to

each other. Whales eat tiny shrimp called krill and small fish.

Octopuses are very smart sea creatures with eight arms. They can change color to hide

from enemies. Octopuses live in rocky places on the ocean floor. They eat crabs, shrimp,

and small fish.

Teach and Create Today®©
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2nd Grade Reading Comprehension

Name: Date:

Comprehension Questions - Sea Creatures

1. How do dolphins communicate with each other?

2. What do sharks use their sharp teeth for?

3. Where do sea turtles lay their eggs?

Teach and Create Today®©
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