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#1 

Michelle Boyle 

Community Member  
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#2  

Nicole Caparanis  

Parent 
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#3 

Brian Maloney  

Parent 
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#4  

Michael Cummins  

Parent, Organization  
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#5 

Rachel Schlosser  

Parent  
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#6  

Margo Hinton 

Community Member  
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#7 

Andrey Radovski  

Parent  
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#8  

Jala Rucker 

Parent 
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#9 

Erika Gidley  

Parent, Community Member  
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#10  

Martha Riecks 

Parent 
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#11 

Neil Pegues 

Community Member  
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#12  

Abby Foulds  

Parent 
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#13 

Naomi Chambers  

Student, Parent  
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#14  

Anne Farris  

Parent 
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#15 

Kasey Brown 

Parent, Organization 
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#16  

Sarah Zangle  

Parent  
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#17  

Katy Rank Lev  

Parent 
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#18  

Talia Newman 

Organization, Community Member 
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#19  

Dr. Allyce Pinchback 

Parent, Organization, Community Member 

 

At this point, you have heard thousands of reasons why the Future-Ready  

Plan should or should not be passed. My stance is clear, as evidenced  

through my public testimony, multiple letters, and conversations with many  

of you.   

Therefore, I will utilize my time to ask each board member a question that I  

hope you will spend some quiet time reflecting on before you vote next  

week.   

Director Cook Purnell: As a highly-eƯective career educator and  

administrator, can you definitively say that this plan and its implementation  

reflects what you know to be good practice?   

Director Taliaferro: As someone who has been opposed to the plan from  

the beginning, what are you doing to productively build support for your  

position amongst your board colleagues?   

Director Grayson: You’ve said publicly that you would vote no on a plan  

that was the same as the plan that failed in November. Will you keep your  

word?  

Director Silk: Your requests for additional information have been met with  

resistance and incomplete responses. Do you feel like that behavior is  

indicative of a district administration that can implement an initiative of this  

magnitude?  

Director Reed: As an education scholar and practitioner who understands  

what good leadership, teaching, and learning looks like, are you willing to  

endorse a plan that has not met the mark in any of those areas?   

Director Yourd: You’ve asked for a level of specificity and detail about the  
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plan that you did not receive. Do you think it’s appropriate to move forward  

with a yes vote without that information?  

Director Diodati: As someone who works directly with our students, are  

you confident that this plan will provide the much-needed academic and  

non-academic support they deserve?   

Director Barker: As a longtime parent and community advocate who has  

witnessed the district providing “lip service” to Black students and families  

for decades, how is this plan any diƯerent?   

Director Walker: Are you willing to put aside ego to consider legitimate,  

fact-based criticisms to the plan and district administration?  

Happy reflecting. 
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#20  

Lucy Thompson  

Student  
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#21  

Kari Thompson 

Parent 
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#22  

Jenna Burdette 

Parent 
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#23  

Charlie Britanik 

Student 
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#24  

Kara Britanik  

Parent 
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#25  

Erin Childs 

Parent 
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#26  

June Wearden 

Community Member 
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#27  

Emily Sawyer 

Parent, Substitute Teacher 

 

Emily Sawyer, parent of 4 PPS students at Manchester, Schiller, and Perryௗ  

and PPS substitute teacher  

  
  

I cannot begin to communicate the hurt and anger in the Manchester community after the CBS report 
that used Manchester as a pawn in the administration’s game to justify school closures. How dare 
you? You should be ashamed of yourself if you had anything to do with this story. I have never been 

more disappointed in people that I have tried to believe the best in. How dare you blame us and insist 
we deserve to bear the consequences for the conditions you have created? Someone I respect and 

consider a friend told me, “it’s hard to hear the truth.” But I’m not upset about the facts 
presented, I’m furious that you would find it acceptable to create a narrative that the students, staƯ, 

and community deserve this when they have made none of the decisions that got us here. Truly, HOW 
DARE YOU?  

  
  

In the story, the reporter stated, “The Northside neighborhood once filled Pittsburgh Manchester with 
students…” and Dr. Walters called Manchester “a textbook example of an underutilized building.”ௗ  

  
  

But the story failed to mention anything about the conditions created – not by the staƯ and students at 
the school, not by the families or the members of the community – but by people in this room or those 

who have held your positions in the past. No one in the building or community made the decisions 
that have left us where we are. How dare you use us as propaganda to justify doing the least radical, 
least challenging, least imaginative thing a school district ever does when facing what we are facing? 

“The Future Ready Plan” is just a euphemism for balancing your budget on the backs of the people 
furthest from power yet closest to the real consequences of your decisions.  

  
  

The story failed to mention how the District just moved multiple regional classrooms OUT of our 
building 2 years ago with insultingly short notice to families and staƯ – further eroding our enrollment 
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while removing staƯ, students, and families who were part of our community and woven into fabric of 
our inclusive model.  

  
  

The story failed to mention that principals have been rotating in and out of our building like they are on 
a conveyor belt. A conveyor belt the district controls, I might add. In our 4 years at the 

school, we’ve had 3 principals. If having the same principal for 17 years is a major factor in a school’s 
success (as I hear so often about another PPS school), then a revolving cast of principals can be 

assumed to be a factor in a school’s struggles. Why does the district support one principal to remain 
for 17 years, but create conditions and make direct decisions that lead to 3 principals in 4 years at 

another building?  

  
  

The story failed to mention how Manchester has lacked support from the District for staƯ and families 
for decades. Our school has been systematically disinvested in, along with all the community 

disinvestment and everything that that entails. Which all adds up to what is essentially sabotage and 
children and dedicated teachers and staƯ pay the price.  

  
  

The story said that “many rooms sit empty”… really, how many? I can think of 1 room, maybe 2, 
that aren't used on a daily basis.ௗ  

But of course the story failed to mention the issues caused by deferred maintenance and lack of 
investment by the District that has kept us from using some very important rooms, like the library for 

instance, which we haven’t been able to use all year.  

  
  

The story stated the passage of the FRP will result in “8 million dollar savings a year on staƯ salaries, 
utilities, and maintenance costs. Money that will provide more resources and better educational 

opportunities in these merged schools.” (reporter)  

“This plan will provide us some savings to really implement quality education.” (Walters)  

Yet we still have no idea how the District plans to pull this oƯ. With what staƯ and what time? Not to 
mention that the proposed schedules in the plan are a mess and have not been discussed publicly. 

There are serious doubts about the transition of so many students at once, particularly when it comes 
to students with IEPs. And there is no indication that there will be increased staƯing levels at 

any schools to be proactive about managing and supporting these transitions.  
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And beyond still not knowing what is promised, we have had no indication of why this time will be any 
diƯerent than prior occasions when schools were closed in this district but no gains were realized? 

Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice… well you know the rest. And we’re on how many rounds 
of closures in PPS over the last few decades, and you want support with no details? You probably 

have a bridge to sell us, too.ௗ  

  
  

I wasn’t going to come up here and lambast you. I had a whole comment written and timed about 
needing to focus on creating a system that doesn’t require producing winners and losers, but then you 

insulted children, families, people who work harder than I have ever seen anyone work, people who 
have been dedicated to our school, some for decades and some for just a few years or months when 

most people would choose to go somewhere “easier.” These are the people who motivate me to insist 
that our system cannot remain the way it is because our children and our staƯ and our families 

deserve better. But don’t you dare blame this on them. Don’t you dare spin a narrative that schools like 
Manchester “deserve” to be closed. Please, make no mistake, I am asking you to feel the shame you 

should be feeling about this, because it is deeply shameful.  

  
  

.............................................................  

Emily Sawyer  

(she/hers)  
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#28  

Silas Sawyer  

Student  
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#29  

Lauren Abt  

Parent  
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#30  

Sylvia Wilson 

Community Member  
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#31  

David Abt  

Student  
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#32  

Camille Rankine  

Parent  
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#33  

Sauntee Turner  

Community Member  
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#34  

Allie Petonic  

Community Member 
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#35  

Moira Kaleida  

Parent, Organization, Community Member  
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#36  

Vanessa Dagavarian  

Parent  
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#37  

Nina Louise Dagavairan  

Student  
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#38  

Shirley Hill 

Retired PPS Teacher  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – SHIRLEY ANN HILL  

  

May 26, 2026  

  

     I am appalled that the Student Achievement Center is on the chopping block.  This school oƯers 
our kids so much that credit recovery can’t come close to.  While at Carrick, I can say credit recovery 

was dismal.  The students log on and they are basically on their own.  This also goes on at other 
schools.  

    

     I have followed the public hearings regarding the unfair treatment of former Montessori teacher 
Ms. Stephanie Lapine by principal Kellie Meyer.     Throughout my 41-year career with PPS, I too was 

subjected to toxic principals like her.  In December 2023, Ms. Stephanie Lapine was removed from her 
classroom by Kellie Meyer.  She was cleared in February 2024 but was “conveniently transferred” to 

another school that does not have a Montessori program. Why is Kellie Meyer not being held 
accountable for her unfair treatment of Ms. Stephanie Lapine (the only lead black teacher)?  Some 

Montessori teachers have filed grievances and still nothing has been done.  Toxic principals like Kellie 
Meyer put fear in teachers who speak up by sabotaging their teacher evaluations.  Pretending there 
are no problems at Montessori definitely creates an unsettling work environment.  Teachers should 

not have to adapt to this leadership style to keep their jobs.  Some principals are good for 
“conveniently cutting” positions when you speak up.  I question how students are first when toxic 

principals are not held accountable.    

  

     Carrick High School has a very small percentage of Black teachers.  Leon Smith was named 2026 
National Teacher of the Year.  He is a Black history teacher at Haverford High School in Havertown, 

Pennsylvania.  “I think one thing that we can all agree on is that we want all of our students to be 
successful. Student achievement is driving all of our work in education. The research is clear, that 

educators of color not only benefit students of color, but they benefit all students. And that’s what we 
want. We want all of our students to be successful.”  BLACK STUDENTS AT CARRICK MATTER!!   
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#39 

Jazlynn Worthy  

Parent 
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#40  

David Haden 

Student 
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#41  

Elijah Mitchell 

Student  
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#42  

Andy Kubis 

Parent 

 

Dear School Board Members and District Leaders, 
 
 

I’m a parent of a middle and high schooler, both of whom have been 
students in the district since they were preschoolers. I am asking you 
to vote NO to closing schools.  and instead focus your attention, time 

and money into what we can do to increase enrollment. 
 
 

What we are told is that the district has to close schools; that there 
is no choice. To me, that feels like a lack of imagination. Let’s try 

to understand why families are leaving or not choosing public school 
from the start. At the town halls, people had a lot of thoughts about 

this but the consultants were not hired to gather that kind of 
feedback so their voices - and ideas - are not heard or taken 

seriously. Let’s try some new tactics before we close more schools and 
lose more families. 

 
1. Work in partnership with the City of Pittsburgh on a robust survey 
to find out why people chose charter, private, or online schools. You 
need this data to inform your decisions! To my knowledge, this has 
never been done. How do you know how to fix the problem without 

understanding what is causing it? 
 

2. . Work with the city to make Pre-K easier for all families to 
access. There are 4 kids in the 4 year-old room at Arsenal. Let’s 

start there and fill those rooms. Once families are in, they are less 
likely to leave. 

 
3. Fight for more state funding. District leaders could work with PPS 
families on a campaign directed at state lawmakers to fully fund our 

schools. Show us you care about the futures of PPS students by 
demanding the money from the state that it will take to build and 

support the schools our students deserve. 
 

4. Rethink Kindergarten. Word on the street is that PPS Kindergarten 
is too academic with little time for recess or lunch. Parents have 
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heard that recess in PPS schools is 15 minutes max, lunch is rushed, 
Kindergarten is full of worksheets and standardized tests, and there’s 
not enough play-based learning. Increasing recess and implementing 
more play-based learning would go a long way in attracting families of 

little ones to the district. And it’s just better for kids. 
 

5. Transportation. When Lincoln lost its buses, school enrollment 
dropped by 25%. That same thing is going to happen if you go forward 

with these plans. And why are there no eƯorts to fight the state law 
that forces the district to pay for - and prioritize - bussing for 

private, parochial and charter school students. There has to be some 
political will there. Wouldn’t changing that law save the district 

millions? 
 

6. Sports and after-school opportunities. Are families leaving the 
district because of limited sports and after-school opportunities? How 

about starting there as a place to show families you can improve a 
system. 

 
 

I understand the district is in financial straits. But I am not 
convinced that closing schools is the way forward OR will ultimately 
save money. The school closure plan feels like giving up. I know you 

frame it as all things for all students but more broadly, it feels 
like giving up on public education. Let’s figure out what the real 

problem is by working with the city on a comprehensive survey of 
families. In the meantime, please vote no on the plan as it currently 

stands. 
 

Thank you for your time. 
 
 

Andrea Kubis  
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#43  

Heather Page 

Parent 

 

Good evening. Both of my children attend Woolslair PreK-5. My daughter has attended since  

pre-K. My son has an IEP and receives care from his teachers that I never imagined possible.  

Woolslair, like all of our community schools, is worth saving, so I came to tell you to reject the  

“Future Ready” closure plan. A truly future ready plan would prioritize small, hands-on classes  

that support students’ success - as Woolslair does. Nothing in this closure plan reflects what  

studies show a data-driven, student-centered school district should do. It does not demonstrate  

financial savings, a better bus plan, community focus, or continued employment for our amazing  

teachers. Frankly, I am stunned that anyone who considers themselves a professional educator  

could support this plan.  

 

I am here not only as a parent who loves their children’s school, but also as an employee at one  

of the campuses Penn State will close in 2027. Their board of trustees voted yes to another plan  

that did not demonstrate substantive financial savings and barreled ahead with no plan for how  

it would be carried out – or how it would impact students or staƯ. I am living that impact every  

day. I cannot begin to fully describe what it feels like to go in to work every day and be directed  

to dismantle what decades of love and devotion built in my community. Penn State’s campuses  

were given two years to close. This plan only oƯers one year to fully revamp Pittsburgh Public  

School’s entire system on top of closing schools. That is not feasible. 

 

You have the opportunity today to vote against the “Future Ready” plan and spare Pittsburgh  

families and teachers from that same horrific outcome. Reject this plan and demand something  

better: a truly future-ready vision that puts our children first. 
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#44  

Alexis Stephenson  

Parent 
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#45  

Barabas Vaughn  

Community Member 
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#46  

Harvey Holtz  

Community Member 
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#47  

Kevin Reid  

Community Member 

 

 To the Pittsburgh Public School Board of Directors, good evening.  

Tonight, you have undoubtedly heard—or will hear—numerous appeals regarding whether the Board 
should move forward with voting on school closures. Parents, students, former Board members, and 

community organizations have all voiced their perspectives on why schools should or should not 
close. Some remarks have been deeply passionate and emotional, while others have repeatedly 

emphasized the concern for community schools, despite the District already having a comprehensive 
plan to partner with organizations in support of all schools.  Are they even listening?  

There have also been campaigns arguing that closing schools with fewer than 100 
students isn’t necessary. Former Board members have even gone so far as to suggest that Dr. Walters’ 

contract should not be renewed when his term concludes—a troubling and recurring narrative that 
has too often surrounded African American superintendents within this district.  

Additionally, some community members have claimed there was insuƯicient public engagement, 
despite the district hosting more than 20 community meetings and consistently communicating with 

families throughout this process. Others have expressed frustration that Dr. Walters did not 
adopt their proposed plans, attending public hearings to repeatedly present misinformation while 

criticizing promotional eƯorts that show our district in a positive light.  While portions of the 
community continue to challenge a plan that many have not fully reviewed—or, in some cases, allow 

personal grievances against the Superintendent to shape their opposition—there are several facts 
that must be acknowledged.  

Here are some facts that should not be overlooked. Dr. Walters, a former teacher, principal, assistant 
superintendent overseeing professional development, interim superintendent, and now 

superintendent, brings more than 30 years of experience making decisions in the best interests of 
students. Dr. Nina Sacco, Assistant Superintendent, has more than 20 years of experience serving 
Pittsburgh Public Schools. Dr. Shawn McNeil, Chief Academic OƯicer, has more than 20 years of 

experience in PPS. Dr. Melissa Pearlman has devoted more than 20 years to educational leadership 
within PPS. Dr. Monica Lamar likewise brings more than 20 years of experience, and Dr. Kymberly Cruz 

contributes more than 20 years in the field of education.  

This is not simply emotion or opinion from members of the community; this is an executive leadership 
team with well over 100 years of combined educational experience. And that does not even account 

for the full breadth of expertise represented within the administration. Unlike many of the claims 
circulating publicly, these are verifiable facts.  

What this Board must decide is whether Pittsburgh Public Schools will continue to remain in 
transition, or whether we are finally prepared to move forward with purpose and clarity. Meaningful 

leadership often requires diƯicult decisions, and progress is rarely achieved without discomfort.  
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For years, this district has studied, discussed, revisited, and delayed many of the very issues before 
you tonight. Meanwhile, our students cannot aƯord for us to remain stagnant. They deserve action, 

stability, opportunity, and a district positioned to meet the demands of the future.  

This moment is bigger than individual disagreements or competing emotions. It is about having the 
courage to make decisions rooted in long-term success for children, even when those decisions are 

not universally popular.  

At some point, we must stop protecting buildings and start protecting outcomes. Tonight is that 
moment.  
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#48  

Greg Lockley  

Community Member 

 

Good evening members of the Board.  

I rise tonight in support of Superintendent Walters and the Future-Ready Plan and in opposition to the 
open letter circulating against it.   

Let me begin by saying this plainly: school closures are emotional. Communities become attached to 
buildings, traditions, and memories. That pain is real. But this Board was not elected to operate based 

on emotion or public pressure. You were elected to make diƯicult decisions that are in the best 
interest of students and the long-term survival of this district.  

What concerns me about this letter is that much of it reads less like an educational strategy and more 
like political frustration disguised as advocacy. Clearly a member of this group may very well be 

personally upset after losing her employment with the previous administration, but personal 
disappointment should not shape district policy for thousands of children.  

The reality is this: Pittsburgh Public Schools cannot continue operating ineƯiciently while 
enrollment declines, buildings age, and resources are stretched thin. At some point leadership 

requires courage, not popularity.  

The letter repeatedly questions educational professionals while oƯering broad criticism without 
operational solutions. And I have to ask: when someone goes into surgery, do we stand over doctors 

telling them how to conduct procedures? No. We trust trained professionals to make hard 
decisions using expertise and data. So why are we suddenly so inclined to micromanage Dr. 

Walters, educators, administrators, and planners who are tasked with saving this district from 
financial and academic decline?  

Not every diƯicult decision is an attack on the community. Sometimes it is 
simply responsible governance.  

I also find it interesting that organizations like PIINcontinue presenting themselves as faith-centered 
moral authorities, while many of the individuals and organizations now joining these coalitions self-

admittedly do not even believe in a deity. At that point, let’s be honest: this is no longer truly an 
interfaith or religious movement. It is a political coalition using moral language to resist change.  

And while community voices matter, the loudest voices are not always the most informed voices.  

Our children deserve functioning schools, strong staƯing, sustainable finances, and academic 
opportunity—not endless delay, endless committees, and endless opposition.  

A “no” vote may feel emotionally satisfying to some activists, but it does not solve overcrowding in 
some places, underutilized buildings in others, transportation ineƯiciencies, or fiscal instability.  
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Leadership means making decisions that may be unpopular today so students can succeed 
tomorrow.  

I urge the Board to stay focused, stay courageous, and vote based on what is best for students—not 
based on fear of criticism, organized pressure campaigns, or public emotion.  

 

Thank you. 
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#49  

Holly Williams  

Community Member 

 

Good evening members of the board and Dr. Walters,  

Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.  

I am here in support of the district’s facilities plan and in support of Superintendent Walters as he 
works through one of the most diƯicult challenges facing Pittsburgh Public Schools.  

These are not easy decisions. Schools represent memories, traditions, and community pride. But 
leadership is not about avoiding diƯicult conversations. Leadership is about making decisions based 

on what is best for students and the future of the district.  

The reality is simple: Pittsburgh Public Schools has fewer students than it did years ago, yet we 
continue operating too many buildings, including schools that are significantly underutilized. 

Maintaining half-empty facilities costs millions of dollars that could instead support academics, 
staƯing, student services, and opportunities for children across the district.  

That reality cannot continue to be ignored.  

What is also troubling is how quickly this conversation has turned personal. Instead of focusing on 
solutions, too much of the discussion has been driven by misinformation, fear, and attacks on 

leadership.  

And now there are conversations about Superintendent Walters’ contract while he is actively doing 
the diƯicult work many others avoided.  

We should remember this district’s history.  

Former Superintendent Mark Roosevelt, who is white, closed more than twenty schools, including 
Schenley High School. Yet the level of hostility and outrage we see today did not exist at this level.  

Later, African American superintendents Dr. John Thompson and Dr. Anthony Hamlet also faced 
intense criticism during conversations about restructuring and school closures.  

Now Superintendent Walters is facing the same.  

So we should honestly ask ourselves why these reactions become louder, more personal, and more 
aggressive during the leadership of African American superintendents trying to make diƯicult district 

decisions.  

That is a conversation this city should be willing to have honestly.  

Dr. Walters is not an outsider unfamiliar with Pittsburgh Public Schools. He has dedicated more than 
thirty years to this district as a teacher, principal, administrator, and now superintendent. He 

continues showing up, answering questions, and doing diƯicult work despite constant criticism.  
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That deserves respect.  

Supporting this plan does not mean people cannot disagree or ask questions. But we cannot claim to 
support equity and opportunity for all students while refusing to face the financial and structural 

realities aƯecting this district.  

At some point, we must choose progress over comfort and honesty over politics.  

Thank you. 
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#50  

Stacy Turner  

Community Member  

 

Good evening Board Members and Dr. Walters,  

Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.  

The conversation around school consolidation has become emotional, and that is understandable. 
Schools represent memories, neighborhoods, and community identity. But emotion alone cannot 

determine decisions that aƯect the future of this district.  

We have fewer students than we did years ago, yet we continue operating more buildings than our 
enrollment can support. That reality has financial consequences. Money spent maintaining 

underused facilities is money that cannot go directly toward academics, student support services, or 
opportunities for students.  

That is the reality we cannot ignore.  

I have listened to discussions at meetings and online. Some concerns are thoughtful and important. 
Others repeat claims that are incomplete or inaccurate, even though information and updated 

answers are publicly available through the district.  

Fear spreads quickly when facts are ignored.  

We also need to be honest about something diƯicult: many people support change until that change 
aƯects them personally. It is easy to talk about equity in theory. It becomes harder when equity 

requires restructuring and diƯicult choices.  

If we truly believe every student deserves access to quality opportunities, then the conversation 
cannot only be about protecting specific buildings or preserving things exactly as they are.  

This district has gone through major changes before, yet the response now feels especially personal 
and intense. We should honestly ask ourselves why.  

Dr. Walters is not new to this district. He has spent years serving Pittsburgh Public Schools and 
understands its challenges. So it is fair to ask whether every criticism being directed at him is truly 

about the plan itself, or whether other frustrations are shaping this debate.  

Questions and accountability are important. But facts matter too.  

We cannot say we are acting in the best interest of students while refusing to face realities that have 
existed for years simply because the solutions are diƯicult.  

This moment is not about what feels comfortable. It is about whether we are willing to make decisions 
based on the long-term needs of students and the future of the district.  

Thank you for your time.  
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#51  

Damien Manley  

Community Member 

 

Good evening Board members and members of the community.  

 

Tonight, I want to speak about something larger than one plan, one vote, or one moment. I want to 
speak about a pattern that many people in this city are unwilling to acknowledge honestly: the 
consistent lack of support given to Black superintendents in Pittsburgh Public Schools.  

 

We say we want equity. We say we want transformational leadership. We say we want change for 
Black children. But history shows that when Black leadership arrives with diƯicult decisions, 
expectations suddenly become diƯerent.  

 

Black superintendents are often expected to fix decades of systemic problems immediately, while 
receiving half the grace, half the patience, and twice the scrutiny.  

 

When schools are underperforming, when enrollment declines, when budgets collapse, everyone 
demands bold leadership. But the moment bold decisions are actually proposed, the backlash 
begins. Not just disagreement—personal attacks, organized resistance, public undermining, and 
constant questioning of competence.  

 

That pattern matters.  

 

No superintendent—Black or otherwise—should be above criticism. Accountability is necessary. But 
accountability should be consistent. What we cannot continue doing is creating impossible standards 
for Black leaders while denying them the institutional trust needed to succeed.  

 

Pittsburgh Public Schools did not become financially strained overnight. Buildings did not deteriorate 
overnight. Enrollment did not decline overnight. These are generational challenges. Yet somehow, 
when Black leadership steps into the role, the expectation becomes immediate perfection.  
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And when they attempt restructuring, consolidation, or modernization, people suddenly act as though 
every diƯicult decision is cruelty instead of governance.  

 

Leadership is not about maintaining comfort. Leadership is about sustainability.  

 

We cannot keep demanding innovation while punishing the people willing to make hard choices.  

 

I also believe some in this conversation have confused disagreement with 
obstruction. Every proposal will not make everyone happy. School closures are emotional. 
Reconfiguration is painful. Communities feel loss deeply. But leadership cannot function solely 
through public emotion or political pressure.  

 

At some point, we must ask ourselves: do we truly support Black leadership, or do we only support 
Black leadership when it avoids diƯicult decisions?  

 

Because support is not tested during easy moments. Support is tested when controversy comes.  

 

If this district truly believes in equity, then equity must extend beyond students. It must include how 
we treat Black administrators, Black executives, and Black superintendents entrusted with leading 
complex institutions through crisis.  

 

We cannot continue setting Black leaders up to carry the burden of systemic problems alone, only to 
abandon them the moment resistance grows louder.  

 

Our students deserve stability. Our district deserves courage. And our leadership deserves fairness.  

 

 

Thank you.  
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#52  

Diamond Kyte  

Parent 
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#53  

Holly Munson 

Parent 
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#54  

Kenneth Kaleida 

Grandparent 

 

Testimony by Ken Kaleida 

May 26, 2026 

Are we not here tonight to speak on a plan that has been rejected by our communities  

and the previous board on two diƯerent occasions? Is this the local version of the top  

down “we know better than you” emanating from Washington. Is this a plan “like  

you’ve never seen before” ? Why would you injure the communities that you serve by  

subjecting them to this unnecessary stressor again? 

If you are considering enrolling your student in PPS, can you really trust a system that  

doesn’t trust your judgment? How would you know that this isn’t just Step 1 with  

another hammer awaiting? 

Why are black students over-represented by the impact of these proposed changes?  

Does that seem right to you? 

Why hasn’t the PPS aggressively campaigned and organized to take back the earned  

income tax held hostage by the city? Who are you afraid of? 

Most people familiar with PPS know that there are fiscal measures such as in  

purchasing where huge savings await if some of the sweetheart deals are done away  

with. 

Are you not concerned with the additional walkers created by this plan without any  

consideration of their safety. 

I don’t get this. You have so many students, parents, grandparents.. who care deeply  

about Pittsburgh schools, why won’t you respect their input? Please vote NO on this  

plan so we can stop the loss of trust in PPS. 
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#55  

Precious Clark 

Community Member 

 

This is what this fight is really about.  

When former superintendents John Thompson and Anthony Hamlet proposed closing schools, 
Pittsburgh erupted. Auditoriums overflowed. Emotions boiled over. People said they were fighting for 
children and defending communities. Today, we are back in that same moment again—only now the 

outrage is aimed at Superintendent Walters.  

But let’s stop pretending this conversation is only about buildings.  

What we are hearing in many of these meetings is not always truth. It is fear. It is politics. It 
is selective outrage. And in some cases, it is outright misinformation designed to inflame 

communities instead of informing them.  

Because the reality is simple: Pittsburgh Public Schools cannot continue operating like the district is 
the same size it was 30 years ago.  

The city’s population has declined. Enrollment has declined. Yet we continue maintaining buildings 
built for hundreds of students that now serve fewer than two hundred. We are spending millions to 

operate half-empty schools while students across this district still lack the resources they deserve.  

That is not sustainable. And pretending otherwise is not advocacy—it is denial.  

Too often, beneath those speeches, the real message becomes clear:  

Leave our programs alone.  
Leave our Montessori schools alone.  

Leave STEM alone.  
Do not touch Science and Technology Academy.  

That is not equity. That is protecting opportunity for some communities while expecting others to 
settle for less. That is not integration. That is separation.  

And now we need to confront a truth that makes people uncomfortable.  

When Mark Roosevelt came into this district and closed 22 schools in five years—including Schenley 
High School, once nationally recognized as a model of integration and achievement—where was this 

level of outrage? Where were the packed rooms? Where was the nonstop public condemnation?  

It did not exist at this level.  

So we should ask ourselves honestly: what changed?  
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Because when Dr. Thompson, Dr. Hamlet, and now Dr. Walters propose restructuring plans, the 
response suddenly becomes louder, more hostile, and far more personal. And whether people want to 

admit it or not, race and politics cannot be ignored in that conversation.  

That should disturb every person in this city who claims to care about fairness.  

And let’s remember exactly who Superintendent Walters is. This is not an outsider with no investment 
in Pittsburgh Public Schools. This is someone who has spent more than 30 years serving this district—

as a teacher, principal, assistant superintendent, and now superintendent.  

So when exactly did his leadership stop mattering? Was it when diƯicult decisions had to be made? Or 
when certain communities realized they might no longer be protected from change?  

That is not confusion.  
That is not misunderstanding.  
That is intentional deception.  

And we cannot build public trust—or make decisions for children—on lies.  

Because this debate was never just about school closures.  

It is about truth.  
It is about accountability.  

And it is about whether Pittsburgh is finally willing to confront inequality honestly—or whether we will 
continue protecting systems that benefit some children while failing others.  

That is the real issue before us tonight.  
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#56  

Damien Manley  

Community Member 

(DUPLICATED REGISTRATION) 

#51 
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#57  

Ms. Paulette Foster 

Community Member 
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#58  

Holly Cox 

Parent, Organization  

 

I’m Holly Cox, a PPS parent and a member of PIIN. PIIN’s position on the Facilities Plan is that 

it doesn’t adequately address the future role of Community Schools in the district. 

 

From the November 2025 Facilities Plan update: 

For too long, some schools have had fewer resources and greater facility needs. Maintaining 

the status quo, including keeping students in under-resourced and under-enrolled schools, has 

a real and measurable racial impact. Inaction is not neutral. It preserves inequities that 

generations of families have experienced and spoken out against. 

 

And also: 

Every child deserves excellent instruction, caring adults, and well-resourced schools 

because they are entitled to strong learning conditions on their own. Quality must not be 

defined by neighborhood or by proximity to diversity or aƯluence. 

 

These are both great statements that I completely agree with. Which is why there is concern for 

the 1300 students who are being moved from their current community schools to schools who 

do not have full community school services. The Facilities Plan doesn’t address whether or not 

these students and their families will continue to get these services. Is there a plan to add these 

services to the students’ new schools? If there isn’t, then how will needs for health, well being, 

and family engagement be met? 

 

It isn’t enough to say that all of our schools have counselors and social workers. When my son 

was at Obama, we came to the board to ask for more counseling staƯ. That was in February 

2020. At that time, not only was our counseling staƯ overburdened, but the school had a 
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partnership with Family Links and that counselor had a full caseload as well. There were 

students on a waiting list, and that was before the pandemic. We all know that mental health 

needs have only risen since then. 

 

In the past year in Pittsburgh, for a variety of reasons, there has been a rise in the demand 

from families for food assistance and homelessness services. The Department of Human 

Services has seen a large increase in requests for help with basic goods, in-home support, and 

behavioral health programs for youth. 

 

These are gaps that Community Schools help to fill. Services that the 1300 students and their 

families have come to rely on that will not be available at the new schools, without a ready plan. 

As a member of PIIN and as a parent in PPS, I’m asking the board to make sure a plan is in 

place to continue these services for the students and their families who have come to rely on 

them. Please ensure that these students don’t fall through the cracks, and vote no on a plan that 

doesn’t include a plan for Community Schools and the students and families they serve. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Holly Cox 
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#59  

Lucas Anorak-Neill 

Parent, Community Member  
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#60  

Jesse Gordon 

Parent 
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#61  

Ashley Rooths  

Parent 
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#62  

Kristyn Felman 

Parent 

 

My testimony is that the current plan has not suƯiciently changed from last year and that it should 
again be voted down. Yes, the district needs to be reorganized and likely some buildings closed, but to 
move forward with this plan is to reject community input. To close magnets will lead to more families 
moving to the suburbs and to charter schools, further draining district resources. I am a huge believer 
in high quality public education and, tragically, watching this board repeatedly reject public input has 

damaged my belief that PPS is capable of providing it. We deserve better. Our kids deserve better. 
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#63  

James Fogarty  

Parent, Organization 

 

 



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  79
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  80
 

 

 

 



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  81
 



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  82
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  83
 

#64  

Shannon Striner  

Parent 
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#65  

Elizabeth Cummins 

Parent  
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#66  

Trey Cummins 

Student  
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#67  

Amber Cummins  

Student  
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#68  

Renee Wilson  

Parent 
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#69  

Jason Boll 

Teacher/StaƯ, Parent, Community Member 

 

Good evening, and thank you for the time this evening.  

 

There is so much to say—and so much that has already been said, over and over again.  

I am a teacher at Perry, a North Side resident, and the parent of two daughters in North Side schools.  

I’m here tonight to voice my support for moving forward with the Future Ready plan. I know this is 
diƯicult, and I know no plan is perfect, but we have to move our district out of the inequity and lack of 
opportunity that so many of our students are currently experiencing. Many of our communities have 

been living with these inequities for decades.  

There are people I love and respect who see this diƯerently. But a “no” vote tonight asks our students 
to continue accepting schools that are far less than they deserve. I understand it’s more complicated 

than that, but when I’ve worked through this, again and again over the past decade with friends, 
students, and family, I keep coming to the same conclusion: we know what we have now, and it is 

simply not good enough.  

A “no” vote feels like a continuation of what we already know—budget challenges, unfilled positions, 
declining teacher morale, and communities growing more discouraged. We have lived that reality. A 

“yes” vote, on the other hand, requires faith—faith that we can collaborate, work, and build something 
better.  

As someone who has spent my career teaching in neighborhood schools, I’ll say this honestly: the 
work ahead of us is much harder than the conversations, debates, and votes we’ve had so far. Tonight, 

in many ways, feels like the culmination of the easier part.  

Looking ahead, I feel nervous, scared, and intimidated—and at my best, excited.  

Because there is real possibility here.  

From my perspective on the North Side, that includes the potential consolidation of five middle 
schools—Schiller, Allegheny, King, Manchester, and Morrow. And while I’m focusing on our 

community, this kind of work will need to happen across the entire city.  

If we move forward with this plan but fail to act meaningfully over the next 15 months, it will not 
succeed. We will lose students, staƯ will become frustrated, and most importantly, our students still 

will not get the schools they deserve.  

But there is another path.  
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A path that calls on all of us to approach education diƯerently.  

It calls on parents to invest—not just by enrolling their children, but by staying hopeful, supporting the 
work, and engaging in honest conversations about how to make it successful.  

It calls on our community organizations—our museums, nonprofits, universities, and after-school 
programs, to surround our students with meaningful experiences, both in and out of school.  

It calls on local foundations to reinvest, to improve our physical learning spaces and help fill gaps in 
staƯing and services during this transition.  

It calls on teachers and our union to think creatively about how to ensure our most talented educators 
are in these schools, and to explore new ways, like partnerships with community professionals, to 

expand opportunities for students.  

It calls on district leadership and this board to lead with clarity, urgency, and vision, to build true 
partnerships with industry, local government, and the community, not for appearances, but to 

meaningfully improve student experiences. It will require aligning our best people, our strongest 
principals, our most eƯective teachers, and our most capable planners, to build these schools well 

from the ground up.  

And finally, it calls on every one of us to believe something simple but essential: if a school is not good 
enough for our own children, then it is not good enough for any child.  

This is a public school system. It must be a public good, one that is truly accessible and equitable for 
all students.  

 

Thank you.  
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#70  

Marimba Milliones 

Community Member  

 

 

 



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  92
 

 



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  93
 

 



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  94
 

 

 

  



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  95
 

#71  

Lori Lowman 

Parent  
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#72  

Emily Provonsha 

Parent 
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#73  

Joti Kang 

Parent  
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#74  

Valerie Webb-Allman  

Parent  

 

#75  



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Fulton Special Public Hearing Testimonies 
May 26, 2026 

  99
 

Lily Allman 

Student  
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#76  

Annette Hall 

Parent 
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#77  

Kathleen Michelotti  

Teacher/StaƯ 
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#78  

Pam Harbin  

Community Member 
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#79  

Amy Williams 

Parent 
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#80  

Angel Gober 

Organization 
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#81  

Isabella Kang 

Parent, Community Member  
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#82  

Rachel Canning 

Parent, Organization, Community Member 
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#83  

Bryan Rooths  

Parent, Community Member  
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#84  

Lauren Stuparitz 

Parent, Community Member, Early Intervention LICC, Early Childhood Policy Council, IU2 Local Task 
Force 

Protect and Cultivate our Early Childhood and School Age Students and Educators  
 

Dear Respected Board of Directors: 
It is my understanding that the PPS Early Childhood program will be reducing its program size by 
eliminating classrooms at Crescent Early Childhood, Arsenal Early Childhood, and Chartiers Early 
Childhood. As a proud parent of a Chartiers EC and Early Intervention graduate who has made a 
successful transition to Kindergarten in PPS this year, and a proud Chartiers family with a young 

learner in his first year of preschool in Chartiers Classroom 1, I would like to speak in support of my 
son’s fantastic teaching team, Ms Kim Felix and Ms Adrianne Jones. My son Asa began his new 

preschool journey at Chartiers EC last fall, as an excited 3 year old. We had some concerns for his 
development and behavior over this year, and with the expertise and developmentally appropriate 

environment and classroom routines created by Ms Kim and Ms Adrianne, my son is currently 
doing very well exploring new things, interacting with his class friends, and learning how to learn 

from two caring and responsive teachers who lead and support him as well as all the class.  
Chartiers 1 is developmentally inclusive, culturally responsive, and a genuinely supportive learning 
environment for my child and his classmates. I understand there are a variety of factors that led to 
the decision to reduce the Head Start grant at PPS EC; I understand there are no easy ways out of 

the responsibility to make hard decisions. This institution of PPS Chartiers is recognized and 
trusted by the West Side community in Pittsburgh. I hope we continue to see this Early Childhood 

Center and all its staff thrive with support and continued resources to continue making it a 
wonderful place to nurture and educate our children.  

In addition, on West Side of Pittsburgh, when children move on to kindergarten after a preschool 
experience, where will they go? Will it be Langley or Westwood Elementaries? Where will they go 
for middle school? Is this an oversight of the Plan, to neglect Langley which is also a Community 
School? I feel disappointed that West Side families and community continue to be overlooked in 
the planning and practical elements of this proposed plan. Please engage Chartiers EC, Langley, 

Westwood, and PCA families and our community. We have ideas, questions, and concerns. We are 
waiting to connect with you. Please come and visit our schools and EC centers. We welcome your 

presence.  
 

Best regards,  
Lauren Stuparitz  
 
PPS EC Policy Council parliamentarian 
LICC cochair 
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LTF cochair 
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#85  

Marisa F  

Parent 
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#86 

April Clisura 

Parent, School Bus Driver  
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#87  

Kathleen O’Brien  

Parent 

 

Hello,  
 
First I want to state that I know PPS is in desperate need of change, and that the boards 
decisions is difficult and will face push back regardless of what they vote for, but I am urging 
the board to vote no on the currant future ready plan.  
 
For 2 years Pittsburgh parents have been opposed to this plan because the plan doesn’t tell us 
what we need to know.  Parents have asked for transparency, numbers, check points that show 
growth and progress towards an equitable education. We haven’t gotten that, instead we have 
been told to trust the experts. And that we should trust, just blindly trust DR. Walters, and 
Trust Gene… when we ask to be shown why we should trust, we are told variations of the 
exacts same thing, because DR. Walters is an expert.  
When we raise concerns about IEP students, “community schools”, transportation, empty 
building, impact of segregating underserved students and families by placing them in a 
neighborhood school we are met with trust us we won’t let that happen, but never told how 
that won’t happen. And then a new ad comes out about how wonderful the future ready plan 
is and what a great leader DR. Walters is. These ads on top of the “just trust” are eroding the 
communities trust in this plan.  
 
The plan rally’s on sales pitches and key words, that don’t actually say anything meaningful, 
which doesn't instill trust the district can carry out the plan as they want us to believe they 
can.  Additionally, if the plan goes wrong, we are stuck with segregated, isolated schools 
composed of students with the most needs, who have no access to the world out side of their 
neighborhood, no opportunity to make friends with a kid from across town who lives a 
completely different life from them.  We risk loosing the community schools that provide 
resources to students and their families who are in need.  We risk loosing the things that PPS 
has that are working well.   
 
I also want to address the greater impact to the community as a whole, regarding the future 
ready plan.  Right now every one is at a breaking point. Our neighbors are at risk of being 
detained, we can’t afford electricity or other utilities, the majority of Pittsburgh is facing great 
moral injury watching every thing being torn down in our country and split up like it was a 
business that can be taken apart for profit.  Parents are scared for their families safety, and 
teens have been deemed a problem by the city, and instead of provide places to be, have 
been  segregated from tourists. The Department of Education is broken, We are literally at war, 
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In all funding for services has been cut across the board. Choosing to go through with this 
plan that relies on feelings, more than facts is completely tone deaf to what student’s and 
families in Pittsburgh are facing and what they need. We need  to be confidently certain and 
know that PPS and our elected board members have our students backs ,while the world is in 
total chaos.  
 
Kathleen O’Brien  
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#88 

LeShayia Anthony 

Parent  
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#89  

Ashley Zupon 

Parent 
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#90 

Jackie Mathews 

Parent, Community Member 
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#91  

Rita Porterfield 

Parent, Community Member, Alum 
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