
Summer 2026 English III Honors 

Reading and Annotating Instructions 

Part I: All the Light We Cannot See 

 You will earn a grade for your annotations of both All the Light We 
Cannot See AND your choice book. Read purposefully and critically, 
annotating and thinking deeply as you read:  

• Look for the development of certain themes, metaphors, 
and symbols;  

• Examine how characterization is achieved;  

• Consider the role of point of view and how the story is 
told (flashbacks, switch in focal characters);  
• Explore how setting is depicted and what this reveals about characters and themes.  

When school starts you will be responsible for discussing and writing about what you've read. 
Therefore it is imperative that you remember what you have read!  Please consider keeping a 
reading journal to help you in remembering pertinent details. By reflecting on each chapter as you 
read them, you will strengthen your recall of the material as well as your own understanding of 
your reactions. This reading journal can also become a valuable resource when it comes time to 
write an essay or review for a test. The reading journal is an optional and encouraged endeavor.  

Required Book:  
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 
This Pulitzer prize winning novel follows a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide 
in occupied France as they both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives in 
Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where her father works. When she is twelve, the Nazis 
occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s 
reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the 
museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. 
In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an orphan, grows up with his younger sister, 
enchanted by a crude radio they find that brings them news and stories from places they have never 
seen or imagined. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments 
and is enlisted to use his talent to track down the resistance. Deftly interweaving the lives of 
Marie-Laure and Werner, Doerr illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one 
another. 
 
 



Part II: Choice Novel: Choose ONE of the following texts to read and annotate 

 
The Vanishing Half  by Brit Bennett  
The Firekeeper’s Daughter Angeline Boulley 
The Memory Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards  
The Round House by Louise Erdrich 
James  by Percival Everett 
Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson 
The Women by Kristin Hannah 
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 
Real Americans by Rachel Khong 
Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue 
The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James McBride 
The Road by Cormac McCarthy  
Hello Beautiful by Anne Napolitano 
Mad Honey by Jodi Picoult and Jennifer Finney Boylan 
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
Sing, Unburied Sing by Jesmyn Ward 
The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead 
Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow by Gabrielle Zevin  
Blood Over Bright Haven by M.L. Wang  
The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters  
The Bright Years by Sarah Damoff 
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez   
Yellowface by R.F. Kuang 
Yesteryear by Caro Claire Burke 
 
Note: When you have a choice novel to read, you are expected to do your own research 

to determine which novel is ultimately right for you as a reader at this moment.   


