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Throughout The Namesake, Jhumpa Lahiri explores the dreams and realities woven
into a complex American identity. The novel follows Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli as
they immigrate from Calcutta to Cambridge, Massachusetts, where they give birth to
their son, Gogol. Each member of the family must navigate the tension between
maintaining his or her cultural roots and assimilating into American society. The
Namesake makes some strong suggestions about the forces that form our identity.

Your Reading Roadmap

While reading, you should underline passages and make notes in the margins. Focus
your annotations on:
1. The contrast between the immigrant experience and that of their American-
born children.
2. For Ashoke, Ashima, and Gogol, what is each character’s core value? Highlight
passages throughout the book that illustrate that value.

When you finish reading, write a few sentences reflecting how the characters of
Ashoke, Ashima, and Gogol develop over the course of the novel.
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