Understanding the 2026-2027 Operating Budget

The Richmond County School System is working on the operating budget for the upcoming fiscal year.
The budget is developed based on our Strategic Plan: Empowering Every Learner, Every Day.
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Employee Compensation & Workforce Investment
e Increased starting pay for bus drivers & attendants
e Social worker supplement increase

e Salary increase for several certified school wrap-around
support positions (school counselors, library media
specialists, MTSS facilitators, etc.) by moving to the
teacher salary scale

e S500 retention supplement for all employees

Classroom & Academic Support

e “Classroom Ready” teacher supply initiative (5300 per
teacher)

e Literacy coaches added at every elementary school

STATE HIGHLIGHTS

QBE Funding is Increasing

For 2026-2027, our state funding is increasing
mainly because of teacher retirement (TRS) and
health insurance increases, added literacy
coaches for elementary schools, and additional
equalization funding from the state.

While QBE funding is increasing overall, many
of these additional funds are tied directly
to personnel and benefit costs.

Visit rcboe.org/budget to view our full budget and financial overview.



