
Dialectical Journal/Common Sense Summer Assignment 2026 AP  03  
 

As you read Thomas Paine’s Common Sense, identify key passages that show rhetorical devices 
and analyze the significance of each device. Include the paragraph number for all quoted 
material. Basic analysis includes how the rhetorical device works. More sophisticated analysis 
connects the rhetorical device to its intended audience and explains how it influences or appeals 
to that audience (how does it make the audience change their mind). Include both types.  

 
Quotation and Paragraph # Rhetorical 

Device 
Analysis/Commentary/How does this influence or appeal to it intended 

audience 
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