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Balancing School Needs and Community Realities 

Families across Minnesota continue to navigate rising costs and economic uncertainty. 
From groceries and utilities to insurance and housing, many households are paying closer 
attention to spending and making difficult financial decisions. 

School districts are facing many of those same pressures. 

Over the past several years, Centennial Schools has experienced rising operational costs in 
nearly every area, including transportation, utilities, technology, insurance, employee 
benefits, special education services, and day-to-day building operations. At the same time, 
schools today are expected to provide a broader range of academic, safety, mental health, 
and student support services than ever before. 

These realities are not unique to Centennial. Districts across Minnesota face growing 
financial pressures as the cost of operating schools rises faster than available funding. 

Recognizing both district needs and the financial realities facing taxpayers, the Centennial 
School Board spent considerable time studying options, prioritizing needs, and evaluating 
long-term impacts before unanimously approving two referendum questions for the 
November ballot at its May 18 meeting. 

That work has been guided by an important principle: responsible stewardship requires 
balancing educational needs with community affordability. 

Over the past several years, the district has engaged in long-range planning that included 
demographic studies, facility assessments, financial analysis, operational reviews, and 
community engagement. Throughout those discussions, community members 
consistently emphasized several shared priorities: maintaining strong educational 
opportunities, preserving school facilities, improving safety and security, and ensuring 
decisions are thoughtful, transparent, and fiscally responsible. 

The board’s goal was not to pursue every possible project or initiative, but rather to identify 
what it believed were the district’s highest-priority operational and facility needs while 



remaining mindful of taxpayer impact. The result was two separate referendum questions 
that voters will have the opportunity to consider this November. 

The operating levy question would provide additional local funding for educational 
programming, student support services, and district operations at a time when school 
districts across Minnesota continue to face rising costs. 

The facilities bond question would address identified facility, infrastructure, safety and 
security, and learning environment needs across the district, including the ongoing 
responsibility of maintaining aging facilities used by students and the broader community. 

We appreciate that people may hold different perspectives about these questions and their 
financial impact. That is an important part of both the referendum process and community 
decision-making. The district’s responsibility is to carefully assess school and community 
needs, prioritize responsibly, and provide factual information so residents can make 
informed decisions. 

In the months ahead, Centennial will continue sharing information about both referendum 
questions, including proposed projects, estimated tax impacts, and opportunities for 
residents to learn more and ask questions. 

Strong schools are built over time through thoughtful planning, responsible financial 
management, and ongoing community partnership. Centennial remains committed to 
ensuring residents have the information they need to make informed decisions about the 
future of our schools and community. 

Dr. Jeff Holmberg 

Superintendent, Centennial Schools 

 

 


