
2026 Middle School Summer Reading:  8th Grade 
 
The purpose of summer reading is first and foremost to enjoy reading some great books! Additionally, reading 
over the summer helps to maintain and develop your reading comprehension and vocabulary skills. This 
summer you will read two books: one from List A and one from List B. 
 
LIST A is a list of books by author Erin Entrada Kelly. You will choose one book to read by this author.  
 
Erin Entrada Kelly is a two-time Newbery Medalist, a National Book Award Finalist, and New York Times 
best-selling author who writes books for both middle grades and young adults.  A former journalist and 
magazine editor, Erin Entrada Kelly writes all kinds of books including realistic fiction, mystery, and romance.   
 
LIST B is a larger list to choose from that includes both nonfiction and fiction options. Feel free to take notes 
about character, setting, plot, conflict, and theme in order to prepare for the start of the school year when we 
discuss the literature more in depth. You will start the year with a creative assignment based on your summer 
reading. Remember- read what interests you! 
 
 

List A: Choose ONE book by author Erin Entrada Kelly.  The following books are suggested. You can 
browse by clicking on the titles or pictures below. 

 
TITLE                                                                  AUTHOR ​ ​ LEXILE ​ GENRE 
 
Hello Universe​ ​ ​ ​ Entrada Kelly​ ​ 690                  Realistic Fiction  
The First State of Being​ ​ ​ Entrada Kelly​ ​ 700                  Historical Fiction 
We Dream of Space​ ​ ​             Entrada Kelly​ ​ 720                  Historical Fiction 
Those Kids From Fawn Creek​ ​ Entrada Kelly​ ​ 750                  Realistic Fiction 
The Last Resort​ ​ ​ ​ Entrada Kelly​ ​ 600                  Mystery 
The Second Life of Snap​ ​ ​ Entrada Kelly              600                  Dystopian/Science Fiction 
On Again, Awkward Again                            Entrada Kelly              680                  Realistic Fiction/Romance 

            
 

            
 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Hello-Universe-Erin-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0062414151
https://www.amazon.com/First-State-Being-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0063337320/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3TH1U4E5SLMEQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IxS3c0sRwzQMyUpseVwqDUdb3hJXQT9phNu0k-0-uBbCH07YB0aJp1M6WxfjRktDrtUN2EXi4Ile02FJ0i4DRkeLyh8azne7Owmc25uV3V1aWvOmGUH0QXPbc-sdBNoOvshoeTiAVFGHbQ2vuwMVSPVJ819NTddpgHXooadRKihdMZK4Pzx9da1oHwljtUThEdLF7JMyXpTlTRHOg9wuAa2hxOM9FRQrqVeRqroX8ik.JDRi4D_b22RKUhRtAS6ZJ3k1Vv9e8bP3XI3C8YM84Oo&dib_tag=se&keywords=first+state+of+being&qid=1777303435&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=first+state+of+being%2Cstripbooks%2C156&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-Space-Erin-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0062747312/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MIDURYVDJUPX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.El6znbrUaAxL1EaLnIeQnGZJB5nfAGplG4v3ArBmQqgznhfXW44lyNTHtqJN6JMqqRtNKhmSJMQ3Yl8-2WUAV-vImvz_CP-Q7KwWYibIMO2AihxGeAbRCYD31S66c6LHLdHT7TMVsARWI7jp6TXTKo4t70aQdwVZhQBT1i8C_O6OxEK_Jlzxvzb2c8VjZpoBFhOyQWOJ6mPOA8DSsSbJk9bMgk5OecRDUGRt5sYSKaA.weWKouej5fZ6AJMxNQAuq6KBX0Q4xfTWBpJ-tE_xpyc&dib_tag=se&keywords=we+dream+of+space&qid=1777303454&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=we+dream+of+space%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Those-Kids-Creek-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0062970364/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2BCEVVW4X5E0O&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.F_jPKVZB49kA7wMDDB_qPQ.2Xr2QBpx0M7OROs0VELKmMhv5p8kkjx4s4yyQ9ZcgVU&dib_tag=se&keywords=those+kids+from+fawn+creek&qid=1777303485&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=those+kids+from+fawn+creek%2Cstripbooks%2C165&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Last-Resort-Erin-Entrada-Kelly/dp/1546132430/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1MGDU2N333ER3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EXcxfEwOSj-rV2fdEL2YDBKXvliG5wk0bHiqADDyXF2K1uZW3S0jX5PrC8gj3MtodRw1LiZDk3_tR37JewfkI7lVtNfYwlRN93bJz_nBBH7rIdDgfEcRHHbYWKLekr9yXVOhcSL0hqraRaZws1xTfy6EhPMwIjh9uucegeEcHBhVy93bbFmXV1a5sgR68PoNJiQngw_XnKT1x3U8MI_ZWmIIvJL9jCNacGh1zZ-nFU0.tQWJ73oVekEfMiP8G2sM705kthKiHsY95qyN1UK0nS8&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+last+resort&qid=1777303512&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=the+last+resort%2Cstripbooks%2C143&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Second-Life-Snap-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0063485958/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14M8W5ZWKGVP5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.y5pn4bCjhZ034rGchMN_Lv2Ij1fPlcXnNCTmPgUEwy4NECe5Wg2LSPWuIk4_vqXCb8L3RScrXZbxT2XQV15T3Bfq9hB3MUTP1YAGjPhCHik.VfSJC-oh0UZJdvQ9G8-0BQYcH_X7nqelX-VAx8GdO10&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+second+life+of+snap&qid=1777303536&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=the+second+life+of+snap%2Cstripbooks%2C133&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hello-Universe-Erin-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0062414151
https://www.amazon.com/First-State-Being-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0063337320/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3TH1U4E5SLMEQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IxS3c0sRwzQMyUpseVwqDUdb3hJXQT9phNu0k-0-uBbCH07YB0aJp1M6WxfjRktDrtUN2EXi4Ile02FJ0i4DRkeLyh8azne7Owmc25uV3V1aWvOmGUH0QXPbc-sdBNoOvshoeTiAVFGHbQ2vuwMVSPVJ819NTddpgHXooadRKihdMZK4Pzx9da1oHwljtUThEdLF7JMyXpTlTRHOg9wuAa2hxOM9FRQrqVeRqroX8ik.JDRi4D_b22RKUhRtAS6ZJ3k1Vv9e8bP3XI3C8YM84Oo&dib_tag=se&keywords=first+state+of+being&qid=1777303435&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=first+state+of+being%2Cstripbooks%2C156&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-Space-Erin-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0062747312/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MIDURYVDJUPX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.El6znbrUaAxL1EaLnIeQnGZJB5nfAGplG4v3ArBmQqgznhfXW44lyNTHtqJN6JMqqRtNKhmSJMQ3Yl8-2WUAV-vImvz_CP-Q7KwWYibIMO2AihxGeAbRCYD31S66c6LHLdHT7TMVsARWI7jp6TXTKo4t70aQdwVZhQBT1i8C_O6OxEK_Jlzxvzb2c8VjZpoBFhOyQWOJ6mPOA8DSsSbJk9bMgk5OecRDUGRt5sYSKaA.weWKouej5fZ6AJMxNQAuq6KBX0Q4xfTWBpJ-tE_xpyc&dib_tag=se&keywords=we+dream+of+space&qid=1777303454&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=we+dream+of+space%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Those-Kids-Creek-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0062970364/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2BCEVVW4X5E0O&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.F_jPKVZB49kA7wMDDB_qPQ.2Xr2QBpx0M7OROs0VELKmMhv5p8kkjx4s4yyQ9ZcgVU&dib_tag=se&keywords=those+kids+from+fawn+creek&qid=1777303485&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=those+kids+from+fawn+creek%2Cstripbooks%2C165&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Last-Resort-Erin-Entrada-Kelly/dp/1546132430/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1MGDU2N333ER3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EXcxfEwOSj-rV2fdEL2YDBKXvliG5wk0bHiqADDyXF2K1uZW3S0jX5PrC8gj3MtodRw1LiZDk3_tR37JewfkI7lVtNfYwlRN93bJz_nBBH7rIdDgfEcRHHbYWKLekr9yXVOhcSL0hqraRaZws1xTfy6EhPMwIjh9uucegeEcHBhVy93bbFmXV1a5sgR68PoNJiQngw_XnKT1x3U8MI_ZWmIIvJL9jCNacGh1zZ-nFU0.tQWJ73oVekEfMiP8G2sM705kthKiHsY95qyN1UK0nS8&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+last+resort&qid=1777303512&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=the+last+resort%2Cstripbooks%2C143&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Second-Life-Snap-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0063485958/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14M8W5ZWKGVP5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.y5pn4bCjhZ034rGchMN_Lv2Ij1fPlcXnNCTmPgUEwy4NECe5Wg2LSPWuIk4_vqXCb8L3RScrXZbxT2XQV15T3Bfq9hB3MUTP1YAGjPhCHik.VfSJC-oh0UZJdvQ9G8-0BQYcH_X7nqelX-VAx8GdO10&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+second+life+of+snap&qid=1777303536&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=the+second+life+of+snap%2Cstripbooks%2C133&sr=1-1


 

List B: Choose ONE of the following books in addition to your book from List A. 
 
TITLE​ ​ ​ ​ ​ AUTHOR​ ​ LEXILE​ GENRE 
Salt to the Sea                                             ​ Sepetys          ​ ​ 560                 ​Historical Fiction 
A Curse So Dark and Lonely​ ​ ​ Kemmerer​ ​ 580​ ​ Fantasy 
Everything, Everything​ ​ ​ Yoon​ ​ ​ 610​ ​ Realistic Fiction 
Murder on the Orient Express        ​             Christie       ​ ​ 640              ​ Mystery​ ​  
Between Two Skies​ ​ ​ ​ O’Sullivan​ ​ 650​ ​ Realistic Fiction 
This Side of Home                                      ​ Watson          ​ ​ 670               ​ Realistic  Fiction 
Echo Mountain​ ​ ​ ​ Wolk​ ​ ​ 690​ ​ Historical Fiction 
The Game of Love and Death                        Brockenbrough  ​ 710    ​ ​ Fantasy 
Legend                                                            Lu              ​ ​ 710              ​ Fantasy 
Girl in the Blue Coat                                  ​ Hesse             ​ ​ 720                 ​Mystery 
The Davenports​ ​ ​ ​ Marquis​ ​ 720​ ​ Historical Fiction 
Legendborn​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Deonn​​ ​ 730​ ​ Fantasy 
Squirm​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Hiaasen​ ​ 740​ ​ Adventure 
Far From the Tree​ ​ ​ ​ Benway​ ​ 780​ ​ Realistic Fiction 
Ender’s Game                                             ​ Card               ​​ 780                ​ Science Fiction 
I Will Always Write Back                             ​Ganda & Alifirenka​ 790                ​ Memoir 
Clap When You Land​​ ​ ​ Acevedo​ ​ 800​ ​ Novel in Verse 
Falling Over Sideways                               ​ Sonnenblick   ​​ 820                 ​Realistic Fiction 
The Enigma Game​ ​ ​ ​ Wein​ ​ ​ 820​ ​ Historical Fiction 
The Secret Life of Bees                              ​ Kidd              ​ ​ 840                ​ Historical Fiction 
The Scorpio Races                                      ​ Stiefvater       ​ ​ 840                ​ Fantasy 
Rebecca                                                      ​ Du Maurier   ​ ​ 880                 ​Mystery 
All We Have Left                                       ​ Mills             ​ ​ 880                ​ Realistic Fiction 
The Librarian of Auschwitz​ ​ ​ Iturbe​ ​ ​ 940​ ​ Historical Fiction 
The Hobbit                                                  ​ Tolkien         ​ ​ 1000              ​ Fantasy 
The Beekeeper’s Apprentice                      ​ King               ​​ 1100               ​Mystery 
American Wings: Chicago’s Pioneering​ Smith & Wein​​ 1210​ ​ Nonfiction 
   Black Aviators and the Race for  
   Equality in the Sky​  
 
 

 
 
 


