
 
 
Teaching the lesson of resilience, survival, and redemption through the 
novel Unbroken, a true story by Laura Hillenbrand, exemplifies key 
qualities each of us can learn from and apply in our lives. Unbroken is a 
story of an Olympic athlete who must persevere against all odds after his 
B-24 Liberator bomber crashes into the Pacific Ocean on May 27, 1943. 
Surviving shark infested water for over a month, Louis Zamerine, must 
overcome one hurdle after the next with an ultimate challenge of 
enduring the hardships of a Japanese POW camp for two years.   
 
Every upcoming 8th Grade student must complete the reading assignment.  
 

For this assignment, you must: 
●​ Read the novel 

 

●​ Complete vocabulary (define each term & create your own sentence using the 
vocabulary term - be sure to underline the term in the sentence) 

●​ Vocabulary due the first Friday after returning from summer break 
 
Optional Extra Credit work: 

 

●​ Create a 4 scene diorama or 8 page scrapbook (please see page 2 & 3 for details) 
●​ Project due the first Friday after returning from summer break 

 
Vocabulary Terms 
 

1.​ Audacious      9. Cheeky      17. Tout     26. Goad 

2.​ Surreptitious     10. Quench       18. Entourage     27. Melee 

3.​ Inept     11. Imbue      19. Reprisal      28. Leviathan 

4.​ Caveat     12. Cataclysm      20. Ostracism     29. Resonate 

5.​ Amnesty     13. Reparations      22. Benevolent     30. Liaison 

6.​ Trepidation     14. Garrulous      23. Incendiary      31. Acquiesce 

7.​ Deplete     15. Ubiquitous      24. Pummel     32. Purloin 

8.​ Leniency     16. Kleptomania      25. Imbecile     33. Harangue  
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Diorama Project 
Assignment: You will visually create 4 scenes from the novel, Unbroken, 
using small found objects, paper and cardboard. Choose 4 scenes that 
had the most significance in the novel. 
 
Create a Base 
The base can be anything - the traditional shoebox is only one option. 
Any type of cardboard will do. With the cardboard, cut the pieces of 
board to form 4 different sections. See example to the right.  
 

Create the Background 
Create a background that visually 
represents the specific scenes  you want to 
highlight. This can be made from paper, 
paint or fabric. Examples to the right.  
 

Create the scenes 
Develop the four scenes you want to 
highlight from the novel. You may use and 
make any objects needed. Examples to the 
right.  
 

Include a summary 
Write a description of the 4 scenes and the 
correlation of the scene to the novel, Unbroken. Use 
10 vocabulary terms in your description of the novel. 
Highlight the 10 vocabulary terms in your writing.  
 
 

Grading Rubric 
1.​ Display shows 4 separate rooms​ ​ ​ ​ - 10 Points 
2.​ Material is creatively displayed & there is a  3-D 

element to the display​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ - 20 Points 
3.​ Scenes show an understanding of story & details  

are relevant to the storyline​ ​ ​ ​ ​ - 20 Points 
4.​ A summary of the scenes is provided - Write and 

describe the  information on the 4 separate scenes  
including the key figures involved in these situations.​ ​ - 80 Points 
10 vocabulary terms must be used and highlighted. 

5.​ Creative / eye catching in appearance /​ ​ ​ ​ - 10 Points 
Turned in on time 

6.​ 33 Vocabulary Definitions and sentences​ ​ ​ - 20 Points 
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Total points​ ​ ​ ​ ​           ​             160 Total Points 
Due Date: ___First Friday Returning to School _2026-2027_______________________________ 

 
Scrapbook Project 
Assignment: Create a WWII scrapbook in which you identify and write a brief description of at least 8 
major events that occurred in the novel, Unbroken. In addition, you must choose 3 key figures and 
give a brief description of the individuals and how they are involved in the book. Make sure to 
explain the role the figure played in WWII. Include captions to pictures you place in the scrapbook. 
Include 10 vocabulary terms in your scrapbook. Highlight these words in your scrapbook.  
 

Requirements:  
Front Cover 

●​ Name of novel 
●​ Author 
●​ Your name 
●​ Label the Scrapbook: World War II Scrapbook Project 
●​ Teacher’s Name 
●​ Picture related to novel 

 

Eight  Major Events 
●​ Pick 8 major events from the novel 
●​ For each event find pictures of the event from the internet or draw pictures. Paste the 

pictures on the individual pages 
●​ Write a description of the event and its significance in the novel (paragraph form 5-7 

sentences) and glue down the material on the corresponding page 
●​ Place the events in chronological order in the scrapbook as they happened in the novel 

 

Three Key Figures 
●​ Identify three key figures in the novel  
●​ Find a picture for each identified figure 
●​ Give a brief biography and description of the individual & explain the role in WWII and the novel 

 

Appearance/Vocabulary/Turned in on Time 
●​ Each page should be decorated appropriately (just like a scrapbook) & visually appealing 
●​ Students can use an actual scrapbook or 3 ring binder with plastic sleeves 
●​ 10 vocabulary terms must be used in your descriptions of events or key figures. These terms 

must be highlighted in your writing 
 

Grading Rubric 
1.​ Cover Sheet​ ​ ​ ​ -  10 Points 
2.​ 8 Major Events ​​ ​ ​ - 80 Points 
3.​ 3 Key Figures​ ​ ​ ​ - 30 Points 
4.​ Appearance/Vocabulary/ ​ ​ - 20 Points 

Turned in on Time 
5.​ 33 Vocabulary Definitions & Sentences​ - 20 Points 

 

Total Points​ ​ ​ ​     160 pts 
 

Due Date:__First Friday Returning to School _2026-2027_   
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