
Frederica Academy Middle School  
6th Grade Summer Reading 2026 

 
Summer reading is an important part of the curriculum in 

the Frederica Academy Middle School; it serves as a 
shared foundation for the beginning of the year, uniting 

students and teachers. These literary journeys keep 
young minds active and engaged during the summer, 

helping to maintain intellectual curiosity. Upon their return 
in the fall, students will be required to do assignments 

related to their reading that deepen their understanding 
and appreciation of the books they have explored.   

 
Book Choices 

 
Choose TWO of the following books that you have not previously read to read this 
summer. Read the novels and be prepared to discuss them and complete activities over 
your selections during the first weeks of school. The assignments we complete over 
these novels will be graded.  
 
 
 
 

Holes by Louis Sachar 
 
Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his 
no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since 
followed generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent 
to a boys' detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build 
character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet 
wide and five feet deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But 
there are an awful lot of holes. 
 
It doesn't take long for Stanley to realize there's more than character 
improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging 
holes because the warden is looking for something. But what could be 
buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this 
inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment 
—and redemption. 
 
 



Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds 
with personalities that are explosive when they clash. But they are also 
four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—a team that 
could qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts 
together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, 
not only to each other, but to themselves. 
 
Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever 
known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all 
started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very 
little boy, chased him and his mother through their apartment, then 
down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has 
been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until 
he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees something in 
Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and 
figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness 
his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to him? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Compound by  S. A. Bodeen 

 

Eli and his family have lived in the underground Compound for six 
years. The world they knew is gone, and they've become accustomed 
to their new life. Accustomed, but not happy. No amount of luxury can 
stifle the dull routine of living in the same place, with only his two 
sisters, only his father and mother, doing the same thing day after day 
after day. As problems with their carefully planned existence threaten to 
destroy their sanctuary―and their sanity―Eli can't help but wonder if 
he'd rather take his chances outside. Eli's father built the Compound to 
keep them safe. But are they safe―really? 
 

 



The Secret Zoo by Bryan Chick  
 
Noah, his sister Megan, and their best friends, Richie and Ella, live next 
door to the zoo. Megan is the first to notice the puzzling behavior of 
some of the animals. One day Megan disappears, and her brother and 
their friends realize it's up to them to find her. Their only choice is to 
follow a series of clues and sneak into the zoo. But once inside, they 
discover there's much more to the Clarksville City Zoo than they could 
ever have guessed... 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
 
Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to focus on his 
schoolwork or control his temper. And lately, being away at boarding 
school is only getting worse - Percy could have sworn his pre-algebra 
teacher turned into a monster and tried to kill him. When Percy's mom 
finds out, she knows it's time that he knew the truth about where he 
came from, and that he will go to the one place he'll be safe. She sends 
Percy to Camp Half Blood, a summer camp for demigods (on Long 
Island), where he learns that the father he never knew is Poseidon, God 
of the Sea. Soon a mystery unfolds and together with his friends—one 
a satyr and the other the demigod daughter of Athena - Percy sets out 
on a quest across the United States to reach the gates of the 
Underworld (located in a recording studio in Hollywood) and prevent a 
catastrophic war between the gods. 

 
 

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Snead 
 
Shortly after a fall-out with her best friend, sixth grader Miranda starts 
receiving mysterious notes, and she doesn’t know what to do. The 
notes tell her that she must write a letter—a true story, and that she 
can’t share her mission with anyone.  

It would be easy to ignore the strange messages, except that whoever 
is leaving them has an uncanny ability to predict the future. If that is the 

 



case, then Miranda has a big problem—because the notes tell her that 
someone is going to die, and she might be too late to stop it.    

 
 
Wonder by R. J. Palacio  
 
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has 
prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at 
Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary 
kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. 
Beginning from Auggie’s point of view and expanding to include his 
classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others, the perspectives 
converge to form a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, 
compassion, and acceptance. In a world where bullying among young 
people is an epidemic, this is a refreshing new narrative full of heart and 
hope. 
 
R.J. Palacio has called her debut novel “a meditation on kindness” 
—indeed, every reader will come away with a greater appreciation for 
the simple courage of friendship. Auggie is a hero to root for, a diamond 
in the rough who proves that you can’t blend in when you were born to 
stand out. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Fairies of Nutfolk Wood by Barb Bentler Ullman  

 

Hearing grand stories of little people and fairies who live in the forest 
from her neighbor, Hazel Wicket, after moving into the neighborhood 
with her mother, Willa finds the tales amusing and intriguing, but when 
she begins to see strange things for herself, the young girl is surprised 
to realize that Hazel isn't telling tall tales after all!  
 

 

 



 

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 

Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy living in New York City with his family, so 
he runs away to the Catskill Mountains to live in the woods—all by 
himself. With only a penknife, a ball of cord, forty dollars, and some flint 
and steel, he intends to survive on his own. Sam learns about courage, 
danger, and independence during his year in the wilderness, a year that 
changes his life forever.  

 

 
Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine  
 
 
At her birth, Ella of Frell receives a foolish fairy's gift—the “gift” of obedience. Ella  

must obey any order, whether it's to hop on one foot for a day and a half, or to chop off 
her own head! But strong-willed Ella does not accept her fate... 

Against a bold backdrop of princes, ogres, giants, wicked stepsisters, and fairy  

godmothers, Ella goes on a quest to break the curse forever. 

A tween favorite for 25 years—now shared with today's young readers by  
moms, teachers, and other adults who remember the pleasure of  
discovering this fun fairy-tale retelling themselves! 
 
 
Keeper of the Lost Cities by Shannon Messenger  
 
 
Twelve-year-old Sophie has never quite fit into her life. She’s skipped multiple 
grades and doesn’t really connect with the older kids at school, but she’s not 
comfortable with her family, either. The reason? Sophie’s a Telepath, someone 
who can read minds. No one knows her secret—at least, that’s what she thinks… 
 
But the day Sophie meets Fitz, a mysterious (and adorable) boy, she learns she’s 
not alone. He’s a Telepath too, and it turns out the reason she has never felt at 
home is that, well…she isn’t. Fitz opens Sophie’s eyes to a shocking truth, and 
she is forced to leave behind her family for a new life in a place that is vastly 
different from what she has ever known. 
 
But Sophie still has secrets, and they’re buried deep in her memory for good 
reason: The answers are dangerous and in high-demand. What is her true 
identity, and why was she hidden among humans? The truth could mean life or 
death—and time is running out 



Code of Honor by Alan Gratz 
 
Kamran Smith has it all. He's the star of the football team, dates the most popular 
girl in school, and can't wait to join the Army like his big brother, Darius. Although 
Kamran's family hails from Iran, Kamran has always felt 100% American. Accepted. 
And then everything implodes.Darius is accused of being a terrorist. Kamran 
refuses to believe it, but the evidence is there -- Darius has been filmed making 
threats against his country, hinting at an upcoming deadly attack. Kamran's friends 
turn on him -- suddenly, in their eyes, he's a terrorist, too.Kamran knows it's up to 
him to clear his brother's name. In a race against time, Kamran must piece together 
a series of clues and codes that will lead him to Darius -- and the truth.But is it a 
truth Kamran is ready to face? And is he putting his own life at risk?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech  
 
 
Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle, proud of her country roots 
and the "Indian-ness in her blood," travels from Ohio to Idaho with her 
eccentric grandparents. Along the way, she tells them of the story of 
Phoebe Winterbottom, who received mysterious messages, who met a 
"potential lunatic," and whose mother disappeared. 

As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her 
own story begins to unfold—the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose 
only wish is to be reunited with her missing mother. 
 
 
 
 
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 
 
Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a 
shopping mall, Ivan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly 
ever thinks about his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with 
television, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a 
baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, 
through new eyes.  

 

 
 
 
 



 
Heat by Mike Lupica  
 
Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations 
of leading his team all the way to the Little League World Series. But his firepower 
is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in his day-to-day life. Newly 
orphaned after his father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only family 
is his seven-year-old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of their situation, they 
will be separated in the foster-care system—or worse, sent back to Cuba. 
Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who asks too many 
questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly 
throw with as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his 
age, no birth certificate, and no parent to fight for his cause, Michael’s secret world 
is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the most 
unexpected sources.  
 
 
 
Two Degrees by Alan Gratz 
 
Fire. Ice. Flood. Three climate disasters. 

Four kids fighting for their lives. 

Akira is riding her horse in the California woods when a wildfire 

 sparks--and grows scarily fast. How can she make it to safety 

 when there are flames everywhere? 

Owen and his best friend, George, are used to seeing polar 

 bears on the snowy Canadian tundra. But when one bear  

gets way too close for comfort, do the boys have any chance of surviving? 

Natalie hunkers down at home as a massive hurricane barrels toward Miami. When the floodwaters 
crash into her house, Natalie is dragged out into the storm--with nowhere to hide. 

Akira, Owen, George, and Natalie are all swept up in the devastating effects of climate change. They 
are also connected in ways that will shock them--and could alter their destinies forever. 

 

 

Wings of Fire (The Dragonet Prophecy) Book 1 

Clay has lived his whole life under the mountain. The MudWing dragonet  

knows that war is raging between the dragon tribes in the world  



outside -- a war that he and four other dragonets are destined to end, according to the mysterious 
Prophecy they've been taught. The five "chosen" dragonets were stolen from their homes while they 
were still in their eggs and hidden away ever since -- all to fulfill the Prophecy. 

But not every dragonet wants a destiny. And when danger threatens one of their own, Clay and his 
friends must choose freedom over fate . . . leave the mountain . . . and set the dragon world on a 
course that no one could have predicted. 
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