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Summer reading is  an important  part  of  the Freder ica Academy
Middle School  curr iculum,  providing a shared foundat ion for  the

start  of  the school  year .  These l i terary journeys keep young
minds act ive and engaged,  helping to maintain intel lectual

cur ios ity  over  the summer.  In  the fal l ,  students wil l  complete
assignments related to their  reading that  deepen their

understanding and appreciat ion of  the books they have explored.
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FICTION CHOICESFICTION CHOICESFICTION CHOICES
Five years.

That's how long Coyote and her dad, Rodeo, have lived on the road in an old school bus,
criss-crossing the nation.

It's also how long ago Coyote lost her mom and two sisters in a car crash.
Coyote hasn’t been home in all that time, but when she learns that the park in her old
neighborhood is being demolished―the very same park where she, her mom, and her sisters
buried a treasured memory box―she devises an elaborate plan to get her dad to drive 3,600
miles back to Washington state in four days...without him realizing it.
Along the way, they'll pick up a strange crew of misfit travelers. Lester has a lady love to
meet. Salvador and his mom are looking to start over. Val needs a safe place to be herself.
And then there's Gladys...
Over the course of thousands of miles, Coyote will learn that going home can sometimes be
the hardest journey of all...but that with friends by her side, she just might be able to turn her
“once upon a time” into a “happily ever after.”

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart

Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future: survive high school, win a scholarship, and get
out. But her fortunes change in an instant when billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies and
leaves Avery virtually his entire fortune. The catch? Avery has no idea why--or even who
Tobias Hawthorne is. 
To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into sprawling, secret passage-filled
Hawthorne House, where every room bears the old man's touch--and his love of puzzles,
riddles, and codes. Unfortunately for Avery, Hawthorne House is also occupied by the
family that Tobias Hawthorne just dispossessed. This includes the four Hawthorne
grandsons: dangerous, magnetic, brilliant boys who grew up with every expectation that
one day, they would inherit billions. Heir apparent Grayson Hawthorne is convinced that
Avery must be a con-woman, and he's determined to take her down. His brother, Jameson,
views her as their grandfather's last hurrah: a twisted riddle, a puzzle to be solved. Caught
in a world of wealth and privilege, with danger around every turn, Avery will have to play
the game herself just to survive. 

The Inheritance Games, Book 1 by Jennifer Lynn Barnes

When Death has a story to tell, you listen.

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier,
and will become busier still.

Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager
existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books.
With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her
stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man
hidden in her basement.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

A brave and beautiful story that will make readers laugh, and break their hearts at the
same time. Now with a special note from the author! Steven has a totally normal life
(well, almost).He plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call him the
Peasant), has a crush on the hottest girl in school (who doesn't even know he's alive),
and is constantly annoyed by his younger brother, Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute -
which is also pretty annoying). But when Jeffrey gets sick, Steven's world is turned
upside down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's illness, his parents' attempts to
keep the family in one piece, his homework, the band, girls, and Dangerous Pie (yes,
you'll have to read the book to find out what that is!).

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick

Choose TWO of the following books that you have not read before to read over the summer. Read
the novels and be prepared to discuss them during the first weeks of school. 
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If you ain’t scared, you ain’t human.

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s
surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone.

Nice to meet ya, shank. Welcome to the Glade.

Outside the towering stone walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, ever-changing maze.
It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive.

Everything is going to change.

Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying.

Remember. Survive. Run.

The maze runner by james dashner

What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation
perpetually at war with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's
wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for success in the
Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the country's
most wanted criminal. But his motives may not be as malicious as they seem.

From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths—until the day
June's brother, Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the
ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for his family's survival, while June seeks to
avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of events, the two uncover the truth of what
has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their country will go to keep its
secrets.

Legend by Marie Lu

Thou shalt kill.

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered all those
things, and has even conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—and
they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control.

Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These
teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could
mean losing their own.

Scythe by Neal Shusterman

She turns to the future in a world that’s falling apart.

For sixteen-year-old Tris, the world changes in a heartbeat when she is forced to make a
terrible choice. Turning her back on her family, Tris ventures out, alone, determined to
find out where she truly belongs.

Shocked by the brutality of her new life, Tris can trust no one. And yet she is drawn to a
boy who seems to both threaten and protect her. The hardest choices may yet lie
ahead….

Divergent by Veronica Roth

Choose TWO of the following books that you have not read before to read over the summer. Read
the novels and be prepared to discuss them during the first weeks of school. 
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Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon, one of the key figures of the civil
rights movement. His commitment to justice and nonviolence has taken him from an
Alabama sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to
the 1963 March on Washington, and from receiving beatings from state troopers to
receiving the Medal of Freedom from the first African-American president.
Now, to share his remarkable story with new generations, Lewis presents March, a
graphic novel trilogy, in collaboration with co-writer Andrew Aydin and New York Times
best-selling artist Nate Powell (winner of the Eisner Award and LA Times Book Prize
finalist for Swallow Me Whole).
March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human
rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow
and segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of
the broader civil rights movement. 

March by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell

NONFICTION CHOICESNONFICTION CHOICESNONFICTION CHOICES

Drawing from her experiences as an Indigenous scientist, botanist Robin Wall Kimmerer
demonstrated how all living things—from strawberries and witch hazel to water lilies
and lichen—provide us with gifts and lessons every day in her best-selling book
Braiding Sweetgrass. Adapted for young adults by Monique Gray Smith, this new
edition reinforces how wider ecological understanding stems from listening to the
earth’s oldest teachers: the plants around us. With informative sidebars, reflection
questions, and art from illustrator Nicole Neidhardt, Braiding Sweetgrass for Young
Adults brings Indigenous wisdom, scientific knowledge, and the lessons of plant life to
a new generation., with danger around every turn, Avery will have to play the game
herself just to survive. 

Braiding Sweetgrass for Young Adults by Monique Gray Smith

On the night of February 18, 1952, during one of the worst winter storms that New
England has ever seen, two oil tankers just off the shore of Cape Cod were torn in half.
With the storm in full force and waves up to 70 feet high, four coast guardsmen headed
out to sea in a tiny lifeboat to come to the rescue. They were the only hope for the
stranded sailors. Despite incredible obstacles, these brave men risked their lives,
remembering the unofficial Coast Guard motto: You have to go out, but you do not have
to come back.
This is a fast-paced, uplifting story that puts young readers in the middle of the action.
It's a gripping true tale of heroism and survival in the face of the elements.

The Finest Hours: (Young Readers Edition) The True Story of the
U.S. Coast Guard’s Most Daring Sea Rescue by Michael J. Tougias

In this very personal work--adapted from the original #1 bestseller, which the New York
Times calls "as compelling as To Kill a Mockingbird, and in some ways more so"--
acclaimed lawyer and social justice advocate Bryan Stevenson offers a glimpse into the
lives of the wrongfully imprisoned and his efforts to fight for their freedom.
Stevenson's story is one of working to protect basic human rights for the most
vulnerable people in American society--the poor, the wrongly convicted, and those
whose lives have been marked by discrimination and marginalization. Through this
adaptation, young people of today will find themselves called to action and compassion
in the pursuit of justice.

Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults): A True Story
of the Fight for Justice by Bryan Stevenson
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This list includes the continuation of novels from our Dystopian Book Club Unit. 
Do not read the summary for Book 2 of a series if you have not read Book 1!

SPOILER ALERTSPOILER ALERTSPOILER ALERT
Solving the Maze was supposed to be the end.
 
Thomas was sure that escape from the Maze would mean freedom for him and the
Gladers. But WICKED isn’t done yet. Phase Two has just begun. The Scorch.
 
There are no rules. There is no help. You either make it or you die.
 
The Gladers have two weeks to cross through the Scorch—the most burned-out
section of the world. And WICKED has made sure to adjust the variables and stack
the odds against them.
 
Friendships will be tested. Loyalties will be broken. All bets are off.
 
There are others now. Their survival depends on the Gladers’ destruction—and
they’re determined to survive.

The scorch trials by james dashner

In this highly-anticipated sequel to the New York Times bestseller Legend, Lu delivers a
breathtaking thriller with high stakes and cinematic action. 

June and Day arrive in Vegas just as the unthinkable happens: the Elector Primo dies, and
his son Anden takes his place. With the Republic edging closer to chaos, the two join a
group of Patriot rebels eager to help Day rescue his brother and offer passage to the
Colonies. They have only one request—June and Day must assassinate the new Elector.

It’s their chance to change the nation, to give voice to a people silenced for too long. 

But as June realizes this Elector is nothing like his father, she’s haunted by the choice
ahead. What if Anden is a new beginning? What if revolution must be more than loss
and vengeance, anger and blood—what if the Patriots are wrong?

Prodigy, Legend Book 2 by Marie Lu

Two teens must learn the “art of killing” in this Printz Honor–winning book, the first
in a chilling new series from Neal Shusterman, author of the New York Times
bestselling Unwind dystology.
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all
those things, and has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who can
end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the
population under control.
Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants.
These teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of
failure could mean losing their own.

Thunderhead, Arc of a Scythe Book 2 by Neal Shusterman

Insurgent by Veronica Roth
One choice can transform you—or it can destroy you. But every choice has
consequences, and as unrest surges in the factions all around her, Tris Prior must
continue trying to save those she loves—and herself—while grappling with haunting
questions of grief and forgiveness, identity and loyalty, politics and love.
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