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Summer EBT/SUN Bucks Program 

SUN Bucks (or Summer EBT) is a federal program providing a one-time, $120-per-child benefit to 

families participating in the NSLP. Students enrolled in the NSLP, and approved for the Free/Reduced 

Meal Program during the 25-26 SY will automatically be enrolled in the program, so there is no need 

to apply. The program is to help eligible families buy groceries when school is out. Students in 

households participating in the SNAP will receive their funds on the existing Ohio Direction Card 

where your SNAP/OWF funds are loaded. If your child received S-EBT benefits last summer and 

qualifies again this year, their benefits will be loaded onto the same card – No new card will be issued. 

If you need a replacement card, please call 1-866-386-3071. If this is your first time participating in the 

NSLP, your SUN Bucks card will be mailed to you in a plain white envelope. The window will have your 

child’s name in it. Funds will be loaded by July 31, 2026. If you have an existing Ohio Direction 

Card/SNAP and funds are not loaded by July 31st you can call the Ohio Department Job & Family 

Services @ 1-866-244-0071.  

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PINNING AND USE OF YOUR SUMMER EBT CARD  

Ohio EBT Customer Service at 1-866-386-3071  

How do I activate the card?  

Call the phone number on the back of the card. You will need the EBT card number on the front of the 

card. You will then be asked to enter the four digits of the year of the child’s birth (e.g., 1980) and the 

full date of birth of the child named on the card (e.g., 07 01 1980). You will then be asked to set a new 

difficult to guess four-digit PIN number to use the card. 

 How do I use the card?  

Once activated, the card can be used to purchase eligible food items anywhere SNAP/EBT cards are 

accepted. While the card is in the name of the child, the child does not need to be present when using 

the card. You will need to use the PIN number you created when activating the card, and for each SNAP 

EBT transaction. The card can be used in the point-of-sale device, just like a debit card or can be handed 

to the cashier. Note: Your Summer EBT benefits must be used within 4 months (122 days) from the date 

on your approval notice or they will be expunged (removed) from your account. Do NOT dispose of the 

Summer EBT card. Future Summer EBT benefits may be issued to this card, if the child is found eligible 

for next year’s Summer EBT program.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  

 

 



Summer Food Service Programs Available  

 

Summer lunch programs are available to all students ages 18 or younger. 

Students do not need to be a resident in the district, nor do they need to attend 

that surrounding school to attend and receive free lunch during the summer 

months.  

The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), often called SUN Meals, provides free, nutritious meals to 

children 18 and younger during summer break, regardless of school enrollment. Kids can access these 

meals at community locations like parks, libraries, schools, and community centers. No application is 

needed and children do not need to be enrolled at that school district. 

 Who is Eligible: Any child or teen aged 18 and under can receive free meals, regardless 

of household income or residency.  

 How to Find Sites: 

o Use the USDA Summer Meals for Kids Site Finder online map. 

o Text "FOOD" or "COMIDA" to 304-304. 

o Call 1-866-348-6479. 

 How it Works: Come to any feeding site. In most cases, children must eat on-site. This 

is for Ages 1 year to 18 years (No Adult Lunches). 

 No registration, application, or proof of identity is generally required. 

 Types of Sites: Meals are offered at schools, parks, churches, community centers, and 

mobile food trucks. 

                                                                                        

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Summer+Food+Service+Program+%28SFSP%29&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1072US1072&oq=Explain+summer+food+service+for+kids+18+and+younger+if+they+dont+attend+a+school+that+serves+summer+meals&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCTIwMjQ3ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfB_4r8sTnrzFI_9B6q7Ozvg6mXWO4TuOGaPwhc6c3n3NPzDpsSTWOq-bT16GKHWCHAW73wa4QXKJDjpkat5LVynXAHeFNrZ1ADE9ftOIRilogYEK9ZQP7gDzIrrM6FiuPux9CN5hdmGVGuWdWOBEIeaSOzMy0bopsyzaslmFTLlbSw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjO98XVhuGTAxWz5MkDHR29LvwQgK4QegQIARAB
https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/sitefinder

