ENGLISH 8 SUMMER READING

Eighth graders are required to read two novels for Summer Reading. Each student will have one required
novel to read and will choose a second from the provided list.

Required Novel: Refugee by Alan Gratz
ISBN-13: 978-0545880879

JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps looming, he
and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world...

ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family set out on
a raft, hoping to find safety in America...

MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he and
his family begin a long trek toward Europe...

All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers -- from
drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef,
Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, shocking connections will tie their stories
together in the end.

Second Novel: Choose one of the novels from the following list:

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
ISBN-13: 978-1442403321

Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson, haunted by his secret knowledge of his mother’s infidelity, is traveling
by single-engine plane to visit his father for the first time since the divorce. When the plane crashes,
killing the pilot, the sole survivor is Brian. He is alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his
clothing, a tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present.

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling
ISBN-10: 9781454923466
ISBN-13: 978-1454923466

Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in
Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a job running Stagecoach
Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country knowing that
she’ll have to answer the question over and over again.

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
ISBN-10: 9781429963930
ISBN-13: 978-1429963930

In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government agencies breed
child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives with his



kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the person he loves more than anyone else, his
sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the soldier-training program but didn't make the
cut—young Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military training. Is
Ender the general Earth needs?

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
ISBN-13: 978-0547488899

On San Nicolas Island, dolphins flash in the surrounding blue waters, sea otter play in the vast kelp beds,
and sea elephants loll on the stony beaches. Here, in the early 1800s, a girl named Karana spent eighteen
years alone. Karana had to contend with the ferocious pack of wild dogs that killed her younger brother,
constantly guard against Aleutian sea otter hunters, and maintain a precarious food supply. Her courage,
self-reliance, and grit has inspired millions of readers in this breathtaking adventure.

When the Legends Die by Hal Borland
ISBN-13: 978-1453237953

When his father killed another brave, Thomas Black Bull and his parents sought refuge in the wilderness.
There they took up life as it had been in the old days, hunting and fishing, battling for survival. But an
accident claimed the father's life and the grieving mother died shortly afterward. Left alone, the young
Indian boy vowed never to return to the white man's world, to the alien laws that had condemned his
father.

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
ISBN-10: 037582233X
ISBN-13: 978-0375822339

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with the
murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit
revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first.

Lizard by Dennis Covington
ISBN-10: 0385303076
ISBN-13: 978-0385303071

Sent by his guardian to live at a Louisiana school for retarded boys, Lizard, a bright, deformed youngster,
escapes with the help of a visiting actor who gives him a role in his repertory company's production of
"The Tempest"



