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As you read The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, you will learn about the life of William 
Kamkwamba, a teenager from Malawi who used determination, problem-solving, and 
science to help his family and community during a time of great hardship. 

This book gives us the opportunity to explore the geography, culture, economy, and 
daily life of Malawi while also helping us better understand issues such as poverty, 
drought, access to education, and technology in different parts of the world. As you 
read, I want you to think about how geography can shape people’s lives and how one 
person’s ideas and perseverance can create change. Most importantly, I hope this story 
encourages you to see the value of curiosity, learning, and resilience in your own life. 

 
 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 
 
Purchase a copy of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba. As you 
read the book, annotate by marking main ideas, underlining and defining new 
vocabulary and noting questions you may have. Bring your book with you on the first full 
day of school  You will have an assessment within the first week of school using what 
you have learned from the book. 

https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Who-Harnessed-Wind-Electricity/dp/0061730335/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2BUGD3S0SZWOQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.upu7X5f--N0Nwrl7YsVdJC0Or5h01sgfIwD7eBHNf2odX-f6jpbWVDf9OxtRVNP8ZDwpuGndKfHx5ZbjHALVVY8tU5NEm0f-33x3QP4eP9CyeReIU5cgyjvRncz3h5bjtGANBsRivI0mntqSYeva-wmrst4B4bYtmrrSVq2wsXdOkxo_iQ31TmWDtuBQbSDe9Jkuh-3xlQNwryhSwcw__884JLUksuBgUgmJDHcRP-E.APBYIcP6tfdRwyGaEo29HE1IU9i7J82XYyx-yidQKn8&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+boy+who+harnessed+the+wind&qid=1779306687&sprefix=the+boy+who+%2Caps%2C160&sr=8-4

