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Summer Reading Recommendations 2026 
Spotlight: Proviso Township District 209 Authors 

 
Ms. Saulsberry – Proviso West 

English Teacher 

 
Dr. Gottlieb – Proviso East 

English Teacher 

 
Mr. Rutstein’s English Class – 

PMSA Teacher & Students 

 

Printz Awards (2026) 

 

     

   

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37538577-a-river-of-royal-blood?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=yjvqfxfbho&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/243955018-they-still-call-us-witches?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=AsBCNOI3wT&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/59408425-the-idiodyssey?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=AfeY0B12TR&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/221972569-legendary-frybread-drive-in?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=bstX1hKJyl&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/216013679-cope-field?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=eawT2Tmcyq&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/208840735-the-house-no-one-sees?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=DaGYIIgUFg&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/225699546-sisters-in-the-wind?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=bdvKeTmYDg&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/208840720-song-of-a-blackbird?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_17
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YALSA Best of the Best Fiction (2026) 

         

     
 

  

        

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/217929475-and-the-trees-stare-back?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=GpYAWJzMit&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/199531728-aisle-nine?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_10
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/220460373-climate-of-chaos?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=Baz8E64SfF&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/205064710-fledgling?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=5T9iBONA55&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/215492426-the-corruption-of-hollis-brown?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_22
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/219301774-the-grove?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_14
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/215361998-i-am-the-swarm?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_14
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/214490415-the-last-bookstore-on-earth?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_17
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/199743701-night-owls?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=00Tc36HpNN&rank=7
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/217111997-on-again-awkward-again?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=1Ngjhe5p0T&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/221251738-rosa-by-any-other-name?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=UFQnp27Zpv&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/217421173-salvaci-n?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=qhybIClK9d&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/217247916-shampoo-unicorn?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_15
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/199531993-songlight?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_8
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/219334839-these-vengeful-gods?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_19
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/227786616-truth-is?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/215963785-verity-vox-and-the-curse-of-foxfire?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=7ASxIyj81L&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/214438358-when-devils-sing?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=PmXYJJ0PBf&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/205181188-the-dividing-sky?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=QhduE1zXol&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/216594951-his-face-is-the-sun?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=VSDtG6DiH8&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/218006857-kill-creatures?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=FLHw9kd0BG&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/221972569-legendary-frybread-drive-in?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=YVYxhn1E46&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/221972569-legendary-frybread-drive-in?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=YVYxhn1E46&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/213197136-on-the-wings-of-la-noche?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=E93Fz0M2Ut&rank=1
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Lincoln Award Winners (2026) 

 

        

        

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/202773001-ruin-road?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=nsZh98KE8t&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/203166819-a-second-chance-on-earth?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=vQq2wmoH49&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/214401587-sometimes-the-girl?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_18
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/227955912-the-story-of-my-anger?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=dhzwErjhfE&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/218697671-top-heavy?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_9
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/219334852-the-unexpected-consequence-of-bleeding-on-a-tuesday?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_26
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/218372399-wake-the-wild-creatures?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=6ZE9Sisv0G&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/61144954-promise-boys?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_12
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52855111-this-is-my-america?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_18
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57390604-as-long-as-the-lemon-trees-grow?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_17
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/60784546-divine-rivals?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_12
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/45047384-the-house-in-the-cerulean-sea?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=dJoQmacKf0&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58733693-remarkably-bright-creatures?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_7
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/123023430-lunar-new-year-love-story?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_16
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/160047094-dungeons-and-drama?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_16
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/71490642-rez-ball?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_6
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57911600-hell-followed-with-us?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_11
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/61885029-starter-villain?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_12
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/62039227-you-re-not-supposed-to-die-tonight?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_15
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/127823168-shut-up-this-is-serious?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_12
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/61418402-accountable?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_11
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/56978100-the-girl-who-fell-beneath-the-sea?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_17
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/75670224-plan-a?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=5yMR8k4r3m&rank=17
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/200987258-lula-dean-s-little-library-of-banned-books?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_9
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/198530958-looking-for-smoke?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_17
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57040863-monstrous?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=jX31FSIaOG&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52516010-a-face-for-picasso?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/49202861-alone?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_11
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43259902-charlie-thorne-and-the-last-equation?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=GzVDaXKgn1&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/49259788-the-summer-of-broken-rules?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=E2TX3IM7MD&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/61237038-why-fathers-cry-at-night?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=xKlnkLHJjl&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1330648.Poems_from_Homeroom?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=OlV3SYHlxK&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/494220.I_Just_Hope_It_s_Lethal?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=9wLGo71mBz&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41941681-patron-saints-of-nothing?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_17
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42270835-the-nickel-boys?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=BdNuMhZnmD&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/59816818-the-weight-of-blood?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_19
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22552026-long-way-down?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=p3oZfsAhiz&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/197449225-joyful-recollections-of-trauma?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_11
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20949617-the-breakbeat-poets?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_9
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/151809.The_Rose_That_Grew_from_Concrete?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=8qXi10i6nR&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/49151299-punching-the-air?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_16
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34964905-the-sun-does-shine?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_15
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/233800039-the-devils?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_14
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54017820-little-thieves?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=bhSDtEp17F&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/177185866-ariel-crashes-a-train?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_16
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/45916267-everything-sad-is-untrue?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_18
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33385229-they-both-die-at-the-end?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_16
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50498335-me?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=MVbC6rlBWO&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20821284-brown-girl-dreaming?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_14
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52346471-firekeeper-s-daughter?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_11
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35224992-last-night-at-the-telegraph-club?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_17
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Advanced Placement Preparation: 

    

 

   

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52855111-this-is-my-america?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=1Ent6xFjtW&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/577283.The_Confessions_of_Nat_Turner?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_22
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22628.The_Perks_of_Being_a_Wallflower?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/685.The_Natural?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_15
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/127823168-shut-up-this-is-serious?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_15
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/62039227-you-re-not-supposed-to-die-tonight?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_14
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/55145261-the-anthropocene-reviewed?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_10
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/133518.The_Things_They_Carried?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_15
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12697427-one-flew-over-the-cuckoo-s-nest?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_9
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4982.The_Sirens_of_Titan?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_14
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/240009.The_Interesting_Narrative_of_the_Life_of_Olaudah_Equiano?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_22
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25489625-between-the-world-and-me?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_17
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48920181-living-beyond-borders?ref=nav_sb_ss_3_13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/78433.The_Blind_Assassin?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42975172-the-testaments?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_9
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16981.Invisible_Man?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32929156-wuthering-heights?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_17
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2623.Great_Expectations?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_11
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57899793-all-my-rage?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_11
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12938.King_Lear?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=0aCnTM1O4N&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9712.Love_in_the_Time_of_Cholera?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_27
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19089.Middlemarch
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34273236-little-fires-everywhere?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_12
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District 209 Libraries 

Bellwood Public Library – 600 Bohland Ave, Bellwood, IL 60104 

Berkeley Public Library – 1637 N Taft Ave, Berkeley, IL 60163 

Broadview Public Library – 2226 16th Ave, Broadview, IL 60155 

Forest Park Public Library – 7555 Jackson Blvd, Forest Park, IL 60130 

Hillside Public Library – 405 Hillside Ave, Hillside, IL 60162 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6288.The_Road?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=KO48MA2Tav&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12781.The_Satanic_Verses?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=SnBMK0UEy8&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18114322-the-grapes-of-wrath?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=GrqiacA4bB&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6969.Emma?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=atZBEvDvjt&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/168668.Catch_22?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_8
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11371.It_Can_t_Happen_Here?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52357.Beowulf?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_7
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17377791-the-land-that-time-forgot?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_18
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/825901.Under_the_Greenwood_Tree?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_18
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5129.Brave_New_World?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_15
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17165596-the-kite-runner?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15613.Billy_Budd_Sailor?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_8
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/588234.Ceremony?ref=nav_sb_ss_3_8
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11334.Song_of_Solomon?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_11
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40714769-dig?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/14942.Mrs_Dalloway?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_9
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7728.Antigone?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_8
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54539.Silas_Marner?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_5
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6149.Beloved?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_6
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52892857-the-color-purple?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_10
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15622.Native_Son?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=3tlSuGqm6j&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12996.Othello?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_7
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/676737.Grendel?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_6
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38374795-howards-end?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_12
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Maywood Public Library – 121 S 5th Ave, Maywood, IL 60153 

Northlake Public Library – 231 N Wolf Rd, Northlake, IL 60164 

Melrose Park Public Library – 801 Broadway Ave, Melrose Park, IL 60160 (also serves Stone Park) 

Westchester Public Library – 10700 Canterbury St, Westchester, IL 60154 


