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Historical Comparison – Various Data Points
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Collection Rate Comparison
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Outcome of Real Estate Tax Increase Scenarios on Taxpayers
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5 Year Projections – Revised 5/15/2026
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Homestead/Farmstead 2026-2027
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2025-2026 2026-2027
BSSD State Allocation 1,344,792.67$       1,345,393.67$       
Final HS/FS Dollar Value Reduction 240.95$                  241.98$                  

Eligible Homestead Properties 5,533                      5,456                      
Eligible Farmstead Properties 193                         182                         



Local Tax Revenue Sources

•Per Capita
• Act 511 allows municipalities and school districts the right to levy a $5.00 per capita each

•If a district does not levy this tax, the municipality may add to their tax roles.  
• Act 679 allows school districts the right to levy an additional $5.00 per capita

•Historically, BSSD has set the per capita rate to $0 in hopes that if the need arose to restart 
collecting, we could do so.  However, PASBO is recommending we check with our solicitor before 
trying to reinstate and check to be sure any municipalities did not begin collecting $10 instead of 
$5 under Act 511.

•The value of collecting this tax is greatly reduced by the printing, postage, and collection of this 
tax.  PASBO recommends offsetting the collection of this taxing method through an increase in 
millage rates on property taxes as the per capita taxes are costly to collect and difficult to 
maintain fair and accurate duplicates and account for and process for delinquency.
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Local Tax Revenue Sources

•Earned Income Tax (EIT)
• A voter referendum may be possible to increase BSSD EIT rate

•Must do a formal tax commission study and appointments for the Board to place on an 
agenda to vote on a referendum vote/ballot item.
•Community would need to approve the referendum for increasing EIT rate
•The first year tax increase must be allocated (“given away”) through 

Homestead/Farmstead distribution.  
•Pending growth in future EIT, then the District could reap any benefits from the increase 
•This process at minimum would not generate potential additional revenues for two years 
until the above process occurs, pending Board and Community approval.
•PASBO noted they have been part of several studies and it is complicated, requires very 
close coordination and data for District EIT collector and it could result in hitting the current 
50% cap on the HS/FS median (any % above 50% gets redistributed through HS/FS and does 
not provide additional revenues for the District).
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Local Tax Revenue Sources

•Local Services Tax 
• Based on understanding of tax law from PASBO and Cumberland County Tax Bureau, the 
District collects the maximum allowed under this law ($10).
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Local Tax Revenue Sources

•Other Local Tax:
• Occupation Tax

• Increase in Realty Transfer Tax (rate is fixed and not fixed under local board authority)
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2026-2027 Budget Summary Updated
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2026-2027 Budget Timeline
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Day Date Description

    

  

  

       

FY 2027 Budget Schedule    

  

Monday 6/8/2026 Finance Committee Meeting

Monday 6/8/2026 Adopt Final Budget, Tax Rate and HS/FS Reduction

   



Questions

“Ever, Always Strong” 13



Thank you!
Cristy Lentz, Business Manager

@bigspringschools @BSSDProud @BigSpringSD
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