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ATTENDANCE 

By law, any student 5-21 years of age is eligible to attend public school. 

Students 6-16 years of age are required by law to attend school. The 

attendance procedures at Nyack High School are designed to ensure that every 

student obtains the best possible education. 

I.  ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL 

If you are absent from school, it is your parent’s responsibility to notify the 

attendance office within 24 hours after your absence. The number is 353- 

7110. Your parent or guardian should indicate the anticipated length of your 

absence, especially if it is likely to be more than 3 days. Your absence will be 

LEGAL if you are sick, have urgent family business, have a religious 

obligation, must go to court, or go on a college visit. Only 3 college visitation 

days per year are granted. Your absence from school will be considered 

ILLEGAL for any other reason. 

If notification of your absence is not received from parents or guardians 

within 24 hours, it will be considered ILLEGAL and may not be “cleared” 

after this time. 

A. Making up work missed while absent from school 

If your absence is legal, you may make up the work you missed in class or turn 

in work due on that day. If your absence is illegal, you may not make up the 

work you missed in class or turn in work due on that day. You will receive a 

zero for the work you missed or the assignment(s) that you did not turn in. 

B. Getting work from school while you are absent 

If you are legally absent from school, homework assignments can be requested 

through the attendance office on the second day of a full day absence. 

Teachers will give work to the attendance office, where your parent or guardian 

may pick it up at any reasonable time during the school day. 

II.  LEAVING THE BUILDING DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 

 
A. The Board of Education establishes an open campus for students at the 12th 

grade level under the provisions written in Policy 5181.  There is no open 

campus for students at the 9th, 10th and 11th grade levels.  
 

Except as otherwise provided in this Policy, all students at Nyack High School 

are to remain on school grounds for the duration of the school day, including 

their lunch period and their café option period(s). Students may be permitted by 

the Nyack High School Administration to leave school grounds for legitimate 

purposes submitted in writing to the Principal or his/her designee. Legitimate 

purposes may include, but is not limited to, attending an internship, work, doctor 

appointment or family emergency. Parent(s) or guardian(s) must make such 

request in writing to the High School Principal or his/her designee. Approved 

students will be issued a permission form that must be presented to the school 

official/security officer upon leaving the campus. 
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9th, 10th and 11th Grade Students – The Board of Education has determined that 

there shall be no open campus for students at the 9th, 10th, and 11th grade levels 

at Nyack High School, beginning with the 2013-2014 school year. 

12th Grade Students – Beginning on the first day of the 2013-14 school year, 

eligible 12th grade level students will be permitted to participate in the open 

campus policy.  The open campus privilege for eligible students is limited to the 

following conditions: 

 

1. Eligible 12th grade students may walk-off campus during their lunch 

period provided they have met the criteria established by the Nyack 

High School Administration which shall include permission from their 

parent(s) or guardian(s); 

2. Eligible 12th grade students who have a café option period during the 

first period of the school day may not attend such café option period 

for a late arrival to Nyack High School, provided that they have met 

the criteria established by the Nyack High School Administration for 

late arrival which shall include written permission from their parent(s) 

or guardian(s); 

3. Eligible 12th grade students who have a café option period during the 

last period of the school day may not attend such café option period 

for an early dismissal from Nyack High School, provided that they 

have met the criteria established by the Nyack High School 

Administration for early dismissal which shall include written 

permission from their parent(s) or guardian(s); 

4. Students may be permitted by the Nyack High School Administration 

to leave school grounds for legitimate purposes submitted in writing to 

the Principal or his/her designee. Legitimate purposes may include, 

but is not limited to, attending an internship, work, doctor appointment 

or family emergency. Parent(s) or guardian(s) must make such request 

in writing to the High School Principal or his/her designee. Approved 

students will be issued a permission form that must be presented to the 

school official/security officer upon leaving the campus. 

 

In order to be eligible for the open campus privilege, the student must have 

satisfactory school attendance and demonstrate satisfactory behavior on school 

grounds and/or at school sponsored events.  Parents/guardians of eligible 

students must opt-in to the open campus privilege on a signed permission form. 

Any student who does not maintain satisfactory attendance and satisfactory 

behavior may be subject to loss of the privilege. 

 

12th Grade students will be provided a printed copy of Board Policy 5181 

and its regulations (5181-R) as a component of the permission form 

available in September from the high school main office. 
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B. Missing class for one or more periods, or leaving the building for the rest 

of the school day 

1. If your parent or guardian arranges an appointment for you during the 

school day, she/he must call the attendance office (or send a note with you 

for the attendance office) in advance, or stop in to the attendance office  

to personally sign you out. The attendance office will not accept calls or 

notes “after the fact” for your having left the building early. 

2. If you feel ill you must go to the nurse’s office to get permission to go 

home. This permission is not given readily. You must really be sick! If 

you leave without seeing the nurse (even if you call home and leave with 

your parents’ or guardians’ permission), your absences from class will be 

considered unexcused, and “make-up” work penalties and discipline 

consequences will apply. 

3. If you want to leave the building and thereby miss classes for any other 

reason, you must see your Assistant Principal first. If you leave without 

seeing the Assistant Principal (even if you call home and leave with your 

parents’ or guardians’ permission), your absences from class will be 

considered unexcused, and “make-up” work penalties and discipline 

consequences will apply. 

III. LATENESS TO SCHOOL OR TO CLASS 

A. If you are to be late to school, your parent or guardian must call the 

attendance office within 24 hours of your lateness to school. Excessive 

lateness will result in a disciplinary procedure. When a student misses 

more than half of the period due to lateness, a cut will be recorded for the 

period(s). In addition, if you drive to school, your parking privilege 

may be suspended if you are repeatedly late to school or class or 

both. 

B. On your second lateness to class and thereafter, your teacher will assign 

you classroom detention. If you fail to serve the teacher detention, your 

Assistant Principal or Dean will follow up and assign an official school 

detention(s). 

IV. IF YOU CUT CLASS 

A. STUDY HALL IS A MANDATORY CLASS.  Failure to attend study 

hall will result in disciplinary action. 

B. Unless you are with the nurse, a counselor, or administrator, or are 

retained by a teacher (and this happens rarely), and you miss a class, it is a 

CUT. Your teacher will question you about that absence and follow up on 

your remarks the following day. If you have cut that class, the school will 

also call your parent or guardian. In addition, if you drive to school, 

your parking privilege may be suspended if you cut class repeatedly. 
C. C. Upon the third cut, your Assistant Principal/Dean will see you to 

initiate the administrative disciplinary actions, and call your parents or 

guardians. This will happen twice. If you continue to cut class and your 

administrator must see you again, your behavior will be considered 

insubordinate and a parent meeting will be held. If cutting persists, 

your grade level administrator will request a meeting with the Principal. 
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BELL SCHEDULE 
                                         

  

 

   NHS 

Schedule 
A 

Day 

B 
Day 

C 
Day 

D 
Day 

   NHS 

Schedule 
E 

Day 

       

7:30 –   

8:26 

1 4 3 2 7:30 –   

8:11 

1 

8:30 –            

9:26 

2 1 4 3 8:15 –   

8:56 

2 

9:30 – 

10:26 

3 2 1 4 9:00 –   

9:41 

3 

10:30 – 

11:14 

5  

LUNCH 

5   

LUNCH 

5 

LUNCH 

5 

LUNCH 

9:45 – 

10:26 

4 

11:18 – 

12:14 

6 9 8 7 10:30 – 

11:14 

5 

LUNCH 

12:18 –                                   

1:14 

7 6 9 8 11:18 – 

11:59 

6 

1:18 –                              

2:14 

8 7 6 9 12:03 – 

12:44 

7 

     12:48 –   

1:29 

8 

     1:33 –   

2:14 

9 

 

 

 


