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Senior English: Summer Reading 2026-2027

Greetings, seniors. In preparation for English 12, over the summer I want you to read The Four
Loves by C. S. Lewis. Expect an informal essay test in our first full-length class meeting. The
test will judge the quality of your attention to the book, majoring in the majors and minoring in
the minors. Here’s a link to the publisher: https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-four-
loves-c-s-lewis.

Here’s my advice for reading well and preparing for the essay test.

1. After exams, take schoolwork off for several weeks, if not a month. If you read, make it
something you positively enjoy.
2. After refreshing your mind, plan to spend three weeks on English 12 summer work.

In the first week, read one chapter a day. There are six chapters.

4. After reading each chapter, handwrite a two- or three-sentence summary of the main
point. Do not quote Lewis; do not even look at the book. Rely on your memory to get the
“big picture” of the chapter.

5. In the second week, do nothing with Lewis. Forget The Four Loves. Go camping, play
frisbee at Shelby Farms, make progress on a new video game, work on the broken-down
car in your garage.

6. In the third week, reread the whole book, once again at the pace of a chapter a day. This
time, before starting a new chapter, reread the summary you wrote two weeks earlier.
After finishing the chapter, revise your summary. It is inevitable that you will have
misunderstood some of his points, exaggerated others, and omitted some, entirely. Keep
the summary brief: three sentences at most.

7. After finishing the book a second time, ask yourself a few simple questions:

a. What are Lewis’s major points?

b. Is each major point true?

c. Should you change something in your life in light of one truth in the book?
Answering these questions mentally is better than nothing, but the wise student (a) talks
about them with peers and (b) writes answers on paper. Conversations and written
reflections take time, which deepens your engagement with the text.
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I will not be collecting any notes that you take. The discipline of regular reading, reflection, and
composition will prepare you for the essay test and—more importantly—for the daily rhythms of
twelfth-grade English. “Slow and steady wins the race” is a theme of the course.

Feel free to email me with questions throughout the summer at sholler@ecseagles.com. I usually
respond pretty quickly, but I take vacations, too. Late July is always busy, as faculty gear up for
in-service.
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