Summer Reading Assignment 2026
AP Language and Composition
Ms. Crowe

You will need a hard copy of both summer reading texts. We will use these works as a springboard for

writing and discussion at the beginning of the year.

Part One: Nayeri (50 points)

1.
2.

Read and annotate Everything Sad is Untrue by Daniel Nayeri.
Then answer the reflection questions on the back of this page to give thought to the ordinary

events of your life. Please type your responses. (20 points)

Type a three-paragraph reflection in which you thoroughly answer three questions (30 points):
Paragraph 1: What is something in your life that is sad that you wish would be untrue?
Paragraph 2: What is something in your life that you wish would remain forever?
Paragraph 3: As a follower of Christ, how would you explain to an unbeliever the hope that
believers have for the transformation of all that is bad into something beautiful and good?
*Each paragraph should be 10-12 sentences long.

*1 will collect both pieces of writing on the first full day of classes.

*Enjoy reading this sweet and sometimes painfully honest narrative.

Part Two: Wilder (100 points)

L.

Read Our Town by Thornton Wilder. This drama tells the tale of “ordinary” people living in the
fictional town of Grovers’ Corners, New Hampshire, between 1901 and 1913. The play makes us
more deeply aware of our “blindness” to how quickly our lives pass away. I hope you enjoy
reading this play!

Expect a 100-point test on the play on the first full day of classes.


https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Sad-Untrue-true-story/dp/1646140001/ref=sr_1_1?crid=37556XLEHMSA4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XimWotUkKsu1Jd2-NKSPmKuqdDZ6PTLEOBtQnROCchU9zgn0hnILTTvMRf31jNSIfOdpR1QrOybTACFSXpniYMjI-uCdHkkT327Aa1uGx262iR8t-tYd_J0H2-7kcM-GiWfPDQnvi041I-F-mghcp-AG90kClgxed4CRjWHRDpXYfoEF3IKwd6Ir8nZh1psr.gPzZjMpSqsy59qX3N1o8R7Ov7IlCNnTYBUI8mSgnHdk&dib_tag=se&keywords=everything+sad+is+untrue+daniel+nayeri&qid=1716216729&sprefix=Everything+Sad+is+%2Caps%2C122&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Our-Town-Play-Three-Acts/dp/0063003996/ref=sr_1_1?crid=RCUW564KLBSL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qqsUkmNwBNZUKanp1AawjSKQMi1DckILDx1clDtNVpzeK7gybia9ipRDtRUOwfiqG2enO3yw3waAU4jBaCn6o4OINp91ypY4dZPMKGy3nYRQqH_syh1DGE9MUYgXG2fDeJuvI_jSEXsSHTQlP-hVkLXWXP_lDGZAnRW0Wa2eFJQZCELJ8UP1-GGSP5onf9_Uj5b1ivinPCAnx690MnuoONaBEEj0cEIdpxqLvCvA9Rk.YD_xZDl8o4DgpTNG6V5tnx9llKSl7g-oE-OAEnqhYjU&dib_tag=se&keywords=our+town+by+thornton+wilder&qid=1747678234&sprefix=Our+Town+by+Tho%2Caps%2C131&sr=8-1

Everything Sad is Untrue Reflection Questions

Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Before answering, reflect on the following
statement by Annie Dillard: “How you spend your days is, of course, how you spend your life.”

e  When do you wake up in the morning (when not in school)?

e What do you like to eat? If you were cooking a meal for a friend, what would you make?

e  Whom do you spend time with regularly?

e  What things are you passionate about?

e  What activities consume the most of your time?

e How do you play?

e How do you rest?

e  When do you go to sleep at night?

e  What feels like wasted time to you?

e  What feels like time well spent?

e What are times you connect with God?

e What are times you connect with other people?

e  When do you feel most like yourself?

e Give two passages from the book in which you connected with Nayeri on a personal level. Why
do you relate to these passages?

e What lessons have you learned from your family that you think will remain with you for the rest
of your life?

e How does the Bible support the truth that for the believer, everything sad will indeed become
untrue?



