
Summer Reading Assignment 

English 11 Honors / Crowe 

  

Hello, English 11 Honors students! The Christian virtue that we will be emphasizing throughout your 

tenure in eleventh grade English is hope. Considering our focus on the virtue of hope, I have selected two 

texts that will challenge and hopefully expand your understanding of the concept of hope. 

 

To prepare for our coursework for next year, I would like you to complete the following two 

assignments. As Honors students, you will be expected to do significantly more outside reading than 

students in Standard classes. 

  

1. Read Peace Like a River by Leif Enger. Expect a multiple-choice test on the first full day of 

school. Enger is a contemporary American writer. His novel is easy to read, engaging, and wonderfully 

insightful! I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I have! Since most of the texts that we read next year 

will be from the canon of American literature, your summer reading will springboard you into the rich 

and varied works we will study.  

  

I recommend completing the following steps as you read. This process will help you. I will not 

collect this work. 

1. Take some time off from school. Don’t start reading right away. Begin reading in July. 

2. Read actively with a highlighter and a pen. Highlight characters and make brief notes in the 

margin.  

3. After reading each chapter, answer these three questions (on paper / by hand). 

a. Characters: Who are the main characters? What are their distinguishing characteristics? 

b. Setting: What is the setting of this chapter? Did it change during the chapter? 

c. Plot: What are the key events in this chapter? 

  

The discipline of taking notes will help you remember the events of the book. I would suggest daily 

reading rather than trying to wait until the last minute to read your book and take notes. Part of my goal as 

a teacher is to instill in you the enjoyment and the value of daily, disciplined reading.  

 

2. Read the New Testament book of the Gospel of John. You can easily read one chapter per day 

during the month of July and have time to spare for the following writing assignment, due on the 

first day of school. 

 

Choose three specific passages from the Gospel of John that can relate to Peace Like a River. Record 

these three passages on a piece of notebook paper. Each entry should include the following: 

1. A specific scene from Peace Like a River. Describe the scene in three or four sentences. Give the 

context of the scene and not simply a quote. 

2. Cite a verse or passage from John that relates to the scene. 

3. Explain in your own words (4-5 sentences) how the two texts are related. 

 

I look forward to discussing the texts with you in the fall! Feel free to email me throughout the summer at 

ccrowe@ecseagles.com if you have any questions. 
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