2026-2027 10th Grade English Summer Reading
Standard Course Requirements

The focus of English 10 is the biblical virtue of faith. To prepare, over the summer you will select
one of the following books to mindfully read and annotate, and complete a brief, typed writing
assignment. Bring your annotated book to class on the first day of school.

- Created for Commitment: The Remarkable Story of the Founding of the Bible
Study Fellowship by A. Wetherell Johnson. Look past the cover picture into a
fascinating portrayal of one woman’s faith journey as an overseas POW and American
missionary.

- Journey to the Well by Diana Wallis Taylor. A fictional retelling of the Samaritan
woman’s journey to finding faith in Jesus.

- Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity by
Nabeel Qureshi. A dramatic account of one man’s journey from Islam to Christianity.

- Unbroken: A World War Il Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption, by
Laura Hillenbrand. The true story of POW lieutenant Louis Zamperini’s fight to survive
and maintain hope during the atrocities of World War Two.

Annotation Tips: Remember that annotations are not simply underlinings or highlightings.
Focus on underlining only important phrases, using symbols around characters and important
quotations, and legibly writing key phrases in margins. Every few pages should have something
annotated, but that does not mean “a lot of somethings;” do NOT underline whole paragraphs.
Summary bullet points at the end of the chapter will be quite helpful when you revisit the story in
August.

Writing: Select 3 quotations, spanning the narrative, that best represent an important aspect of
the character’s faith, such as its inception, or a moment of doubt, or a moment of triumph, etc.
Make a Google Doc with Mrs. Fratesi as the editor, use MLA formatting on the page, and
number and correctly in-text cite the quotations (details on the following page). Under each
quotation, write 2-4 original sentences identifying the context in the plot and explaining how it
best exhibits the character’s faith. The document must be printed off for submission at the
START of class on the FIRST day of school. The assignment will be 30 points in the “major”
category. (The major category accounts for 50% of the Quarter 1 average.) A 50% grade
deduction will be assessed for any late work, and submissions will not be accepted after Friday,
August 14th.

Additionally, during the first few weeks of school, you will be required to respond to your “choice
read” in a Lost Tools of Writing essay, a “major” grade worth 100 points. Close reading of the
book and annotations of the text will be crucial to the success of this essay.



The essentials of MLA format are:

Times New Roman font

Size 12

Double-spaced lines

Header in the top left of the first page with student name, instructor name, course name,
and due date

e Title centered, without any extra spacing

For a refresher on MLA Guidelines, please see the website called the Online Writing Lab from
Purdue University.

Accountability: On the first day of school, you will be asked, under the Honor Code, to
evaluate your completion of the required work. You will also submit the book to show your
annotations. Failure to produce the physical book copy will result in an academic penalty. Late
submission of books will only be accepted until Friday, August 14th with significant point
deductions.



