
 

Summer Work 2026-2027: English 9 Honors 

 

Dear students, 

 

Welcome to 9th grade English! I am excited to be your teacher next school year as we explore literature 

and grow as thoughtful readers and communicators together. For part of our summer assignment, you 

will be reading John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men. Steinbeck’s work, published in 1937 and set in the 

early 1900s, is a classic that is typically covered in 9th grade. It may not be long, but there is a lot to 

unpack. While our focus will be on the theme of friendship, several distressing elements are prevalent in 

the book, such as swear words and racial slurs. Students will refrain from reading or using these terms 

aloud in class. I will talk with each class about Steinbeck’s realism and his faithful representation of the 

time period of the novel, using these scenes to better explain historical context, the characters, and 

Steinbeck as an author.  

 

Please partner together with me in the reading of this novella as we sift through what is evil and what is 

good as you continue to grow up, and to build yourself up for life in the world as Christians.  

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Vaughan 

9th grade English 

 

In preparation for “honors” English 9, this summer, all rising freshmen will: 

1. Read John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men 

2. Read the book of Proverbs 

 

1. Of Mice and Men 

John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men. 1937. Penguin, 1993. 

• https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/354251/of-mice-and-men-by-john-

steinbeck/9780140177398/. 

There is no writing assignment to be completed over the summer for Of Mice and Men. Expect a written 

assessment on the novel in the first week of school. If you use an audiobook supplement, make sure to 

keep your eyes on the text, too. Readers don’t always perform their texts precisely, but even when they 

do, they have no choice but to make interpretive decisions in terms of emphasis and emotion. 

 

2. Book of Proverbs 

After reading Of Mice and Men, read the book of Proverbs. You could read one chapter a day for the 

month of July, for example. As you read, consider how the practical wisdom found in Proverbs can 

relate to the characters, conflicts, and moral choices in the novel.  

 

Written component: Choose three specific passages from Proverbs that you think pair well with scenes 

from Of Mice and Men. You will record these passages as three entries on notebook paper. Each entry 

should include a quotation or scene from Of Mice and Men, a quotation from Proverbs, and a short 

original analysis connecting the two texts. 

 

Example: 

Entry 1: 

1. Quotation or scene from Of Mice and Men 

2. Quotation from Proverbs 

3. Original analysis connecting the two texts (3-4 sentences) 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/354251/of-mice-and-men-by-john-steinbeck/9780140177398/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/354251/of-mice-and-men-by-john-steinbeck/9780140177398/
https://www.audible.com/pd/Of-Mice-and-Men-Audiobook/B004TNLOV8

