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8th Grade Literature
2026 Required Summer Assignment

Required Text

Please purchase clean copies of White Fang by Jack London (Penguin Classics Edition). We
will be rereading and referring to certain passages in the first week of school, so it is important
that we all have the same editions.

Before Reading: Set a Purpose for Reading
The theme of English 8 is justice, which according to the Greek philosopher Aristotle means
giving what is due, nothing more, and nothing less. Justice applies to situations both positive and

negative, such as paying the fair price for something we buy and giving a fair punishment for a
crime. This philosophy agrees with Biblical truth; for example, the Law of Moses demands “an
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” Your reading of White Fang this summer will begin a
year-long journey to understanding justice from a Biblical worldview.

During Reading: Annotating for Key Ideas
As you read, it is helpful to make simple annotations to process and remember what you’ve read.

Research very clearly shows that students who engage with the text during reading will
comprehend the text more successfully.

At the bare minimum, you should mark key passages in the text that you might use to complete
your Double-Entry Journal, so please review the assignment on the next page before you begin
reading.

You may find the language challenging at first. The book was written many years ago. That is
okay — you are capable of rising to the challenge! If you are struggling to understand the book,
here are some suggestions to help.

e Watch an online summary video of each chapter before you read it. (Watching a
summary cannot take the place of reading, but it can help the reading make more sense.) |
do not recommend watching the movie before or after reading, as all movie adaptations
do not match the events of the book. You might also try reading an online summary
before reading each chapter, but the visuals in videos tend to help more with
comprehension.


https://www.amazon.com/White-Other-Stories-Twentieth-Century-Classics/dp/0140186514/ref=sr_1_3?crid=RJ58FPC4FKUT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.PtdFfQ9q1ezVZItjyahfQG6-m-iC5pPu8s_BJPAadYvVFctVIxfMAbC1TGfm1iW8l6DXyxI_zgfz0-g-B9X2e8pH0vyH7zvhbjnuPIuAxcU_D1FLRvr-zqlw_LbFPj7jb7qdOERN5oNRcMw81DQWbEYwV2RHB-Lg-h46tzePFoO5wMbsDaOOdPIzZPLO5b_6Zqch0IEQwKVaYOIkthitOA_OvYnWfNKCuIK7MIx5XAi5SOsqeQyOB-z_lF-jUnXjy8ffEfd1xaptBCzy3m1KaJQPVFDIkxdMNeppIbKTy9I.uLrRe3rhx1jNhM-x9b1KTBYO66enqrNYcKIVr4y3CIs&dib_tag=se&keywords=white+fang&qid=1779130723&sprefix=white+fa%2Caps%2C216&sr=8-3

e Listen to an audiobook, YouTube read-aloud, or Learning Ally recording while you read
the physical book.

e When a paragraph feels particularly confusing, try to summarize it before you read the
next one. You might be surprised that you understood more than you thought, or you
might need to reread. Sometimes quality literature requires rereading, but it’s worth it!

e Try making a key-word outline or summary of each chapter after reading. Concept maps
are also a helpful tool.

e In long or complicated sentences, look for the subject and verb first to understand what
happened or who did what. Then reread the sentence for the description.

Important Note: Reading good literature is the only way to get better at reading good literature.
SparkNotes, CliffNotes, GradeSaver, and other websites that promise to give you a summary of
the book without having read the book first will not benefit you in the long run. If the work you

submit demonstrates that you have relied only on these websites without reading the book itself,
you will not earn credit.

After Reading: Create a Double-Entry Journal

After you have read the entire novel, select 8 short passages from various points in the novel that
you feel are most relevant to ideas of justice. Each passage should be no longer than 2 sentences
total, so select only the most relevant words or phrases. The passages you select should be
relevant to justice — our core virtue.

You will use these 8 passages to create a Double-Entry Journal where you will record your own
observations about justice in the novel.

1. Divide a piece of lined notebook paper in half lengthwise (“hot dog”) by either folding it
or drawing a line. Label the left column “From the Text” and the right column “My Own
Thoughts.”

2. For each of your key passages, record the page number and the words from the text, in
quotation marks, in the left column.

3. In the right column, write 2-3 sentences explaining why you found this passage
important, enlightening, or relevant to the theme of justice.

This Double-Entry Journal is expected to be handwritten. You may not use technology to
complete any part of the assignment. Please review the example Double-Entry Journal on p. 3
and the rubric on p. 4 to understand how your work will be assessed. This assignment will be
your first grade in 8th Grade Literature. It should be handwritten on paper and turned in
on the first day of class on Tuesday, August 11. There is a 50% deduction for late work, and
assignments will not be accepted after August 12.


https://learningcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/using-concept-maps/

Example Double-Entry Journal

The example below contains two entries of a Double-Entry Journal. Remember that you are
required to include at least eight entries. Notice that each entry contains a short quote from the
text (one sentence or less — two sentences max), the page number where that quote can be found,
and at least three sentences of reflection on the importance of the selected passage. These are the
minimum requirements for each entry.

Mys. Albertine
Animal Farm Double- EW{M\Jourha,

Page  From the Tex+ My TMMHS

- 2% "All animals are | The seventh commandment of animalism
equal. - revedls that in the b&ginw‘mg, +he, animals
fecognize the ‘|mPor+anca of equalihy. The
see that all animals deserve 4o be Freate
as equal +o ove another. T found Hhis idea
important because, as the story cortinues,
the animals begin o disaavee about what it
means to Jmmﬁ pne mnoi!ker “equally.”

P,@Lﬂ “all equa\, each | This phrase comes from a descrption of what
workin according | Clover imaﬂincd the farm would be like yeass
to his capacity”  |in the futwre. W is sign'l—ﬁcavrl" because it

revedls some understanding of +he

differences between onimals. i all
animals are not +he same, then it becoves
ohal lanﬂin +o decide what “a[ua’ * treatment
would ook like.




Name

Total Score

Double-Entry Journal Rubric (50 pts.)

/50

Category

Excellent (A)

Good (B)

Acceptable (C)

Not Acceptable (D/F)

Passage
Selection:
Evidence of
Thorough
Reading

/15 pts.

The 8 selected passages
demonstrate thorough and
thoughtful reading of the
entire novel. All passages
clearly relate to the theme of
justice and also relate to each
other, demonstrating deep
understanding of the work.

The 8 selected passages
demonstrate thorough
reading of the entire novel.
All passages clearly relate
to the theme of justice.

The 8 selected
passages come from
various places in the
novel and are related

to the theme of

justice.

The 8 selected passages
seem randomly chosen
and do not reflect
important themes or
concepts in the novel.
Chosen passages may be
only quotes found on the
Internet.

Reflections:
Evidence of
Deep Thinking

/30 pts.

Each reflection contains 2-3
sentences of meaningful
consideration of the concept
of justice in the novel. Each
reflection demonstrates deep
thinking about the theme and
builds on the previous entry
to offer a complete
understanding of justice in
the novel as a whole.

Each reflection contains 2-3
sentences on the concept of
justice in the novel.
Reflections demonstrate
some deep thinking, such as
drawing connections
between passages or
comparing the passage to an
outside source (e.g. the
Bible or a historical event).

Each reflection
contains 2-3
sentences discussing
the importance of the
given passage and its
relationship to the
theme of justice.

Reflections may be
shorter than 2 sentences or
simply paraphrase what
the text already says.
Reflections may
summarize the plot
instead of addressing the
topic of justice.

Presentation:
Evidence of
Careful Work

/'5 pts.

Directions are followed completely. The assignment is
neatly handwritten, with reasonable spelling and
punctuation.

Student writing is illegible in several places.
Spelling and punctuation errors make it
challenging to decipher the meaning of the
student’s work.




