
Summer Reading 2026 

Mrs. Florko – 7th grade Literature - Honors 

 

Hello, new middle schoolers! 

We will be reading two novels over the summer to prepare for the thoughtful discussions and 

activities we’ll dive into at the start of the school year. 

We will read Prince Caspian and The Voyage of the Dawn Treader by C.S. Lewis. Prince 

Caspian continues the adventures of the Pevensie children as they are unexpectedly drawn 

back into the magical world of Narnia. Time has changed everything, and a battle for the 

kingdom is beginning. As the characters face difficult choices and dangerous challenges, they 

discover what it truly means to have courage, loyalty, and faith. 

The Voyage of the Dawn Treader follows Edmund, Lucy, and their cousin Eustace as they join 

King Caspian on a dangerous journey across unknown seas. Along the voyage, the characters 

face temptation, fear, and personal struggles that challenge them to grow in humility, 

perseverance, and trust. 

Please purchase these specific versions of the books, because we will be writing in them.  

Amazon links to purchase the books HERE and HERE. 

These novels explore our course theme of self-control. As you read, pay close attention to how 

the characters struggle with their impulses, make difficult decisions, and learn to manage their 

emotions in challenging situations. How do their actions affect others? When do they succeed 

or fail at controlling themselves? 

We will use these texts during the first weeks of school in a writing assignment that 

incorporates the concept of self-control. 

Please use the attached guide to annotate your books as you read. 

Have a great summer! I look forward to 7th Grade Literature with you! 

 

 

Mrs. Florko 

7th Grade Literature Teacher 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0064471055?ref_=dbs_m_mng_rwt_calw_tpbk_3&storeType=ebooks&qid=1779219225&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0064405028?ref_=dbs_m_mng_rwt_calw_tpbk_4&storeType=ebooks&qid=1779219225&sr=8-1


Assignment: 

While reading Prince Caspian and The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, consider: 

- How do characters change as a result of challenges and failures? 

- How does trusting Aslan require patience, humility, and self-control? 

- When do pride, fear, or selfishness interfere with wise decisions? 

- How do difficult experiences shape a character’s identity or beliefs? 

- How do characters demonstrate growth through humility and perseverance? 

- How do Prince Caspian and The Voyage of the Dawn Treader show the importance of self-
control through patience, humility, and careful decision-making? 

 

Annotate as You Read 

As you read, actively engage with the text by making annotations and notes in your book. Use the 

margins to record your thoughts, questions, and observations. Annotation helps you think more 

deeply about the story, characters and your own reactions while reading. 

Guidelines for Annotation: 

● Highlight important or meaningful sentences. 

● Use “SC” to mark moments that show self-control. 

● Underline unfamiliar words or phrases. 

● Mark passages that seem important, confusing, surprising, or connected to a theme. 

● Write notes in the margins using prompts like these: 

Response Starters:

● I think… 

● I agree with… because… 

● I disagree with… because… 

● This reminds me of… 

● This means… 

● I understand why… but… 

● An important detail is… 

● This is similar to… 

● This shows that… 

● I am confused about… 

● I predict… 

● I can relate because…

Expectations: 

 You will annotate both books. You should make annotations on every page as you read. Your 

annotations do not need to be complete sentences—they may be short notes, phrases, symbols, 

or thoughts that will help you understand the text when you return to it later. 

This assignment will be your first grade in 7th Grade Literature. Books will be turned in on the 

second day of class, Wednesday, August 12. Late work will have a 50% point deduction, and no 

points will be given after August 13. 


