
Sixth Grade Summer Reading 2026 
Mrs. Bowden - 6th grade Literature 

 
General information:  Students will read one required book this summer and 

complete one assignment. The completed assignment is due on the first day of 
school.   

 
     In addition, students are encouraged to read a book of their choice from the 

recommended book list below. This is not required, and there is no 
assignment due for the recommended student choice book.  

 
Required Reading:  The Cay by Theodore Taylor  

Amazon link to purchase book - https://tinyurl.com/3wbwkfx6 
 
Directions: Read the novel and complete the assignment below.  
*The assignment below should be neatly hand-written on notebook paper, not 

typed. (Either cursive or print is acceptable.) 
 
Write a 3 paragraph essay about the theme of COURAGE found in the novel. 

Courage can be defined as facing a dangerous enemy or enduring pain or 
hardship and not giving up or quitting.  

Paragraphs 1 & 2 - Name two challenges Timothy or Phillip faced (one per 
paragraph). Describe the specific challenges and how they overcame 
them.  

Paragraph 3 - Connect the theme of COURAGE to your life. How have you 
experienced challenges? Give a specific example or two and describe how 
you overcame them.  

Each paragraph must be 5-8 sentences long, and you may use quotes from 
the book or paraphrase the examples (in your own words).  

Finally, you may discuss the topic with your friends or family, but you may 
NOT use Google or any other search engine or online tool.  

Have a great summer and happy reading! :) 
 

https://tinyurl.com/3wbwkfx6

