2026 English Summer Reading Guide:
English 1 College Prep

Instructions:

1. Read Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay before the first day of e
school.

e Obtain the physical book, not an ebook.*
o *Students with an ebook accommodation can obtain an ebook.

e We will use this book for the first unit of the year, so will need the
book each day of class during the first several weeks.
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2. Annotate while you read to slow down and track your thinking. 8 A‘ N TS
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e What is annotating?

o Annotating means writing your thoughts physically on the book
pages as you read, to have a conversation with the text: write on the
pages OR use post-it notes placed on the pages.

o Annotating also helps us mark observations to quickly find later so we do not have to re-read the
whole book.

e What should I annotate?

o Track significant characters’ developments and how characters impact each other.

o Track setting details and the impacts settings have on characters.

o Track any significant conflicts - their causes and how they develop.

o Track thematic ideas the author seems to be exploring with the story - how the ideas come
up and how they develop or change by the end.

o Write down connections and questions as you read: What do significant scenes or
developments make you think of? What do they make you wonder?

o NOTE: Annotating should occur from start to finish in the book, not just the beginning.

3. Bring your physical book (with annotations on the pages) to your English class starting on the first day of
school. Your teacher will provide instructions on the first day.

In-Class Assessment: First Week of School

Your teacher will give you an in-class assignment during the first week of school to assess your comprehension of
the book and your writing about the book. We suggest you review the book and your annotations beforehand,
especially if you read the book earlier in the summer.


https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/patron-saints-of-nothing-randy-ribay/1129614094

