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Assignment

This summer, you will explore American identity through
literature. Choose one book from the list below, and then
complete two assignment options. Be thoughtful in your reading
and creative in your response.

This assignment will be due the first week of school.
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Literary Analysis
Essay

Write a 2-3 page essay
analyzing a central theme in
your book and how the
author develops it through
character, setting, or
symbolism. Connect your
analysis to the essential
question: What does it
mean to be American?

Creative Character
Response Journal

Create a short story, poem Write five journal entries (1
series, or piece of visual art page each) from the
inspired by a moment, perspective of a main
character, or theme in the character. Focus on

book. Include a 1-page artist's internal conflict and how
statement explaining how the character experiences
your work reflects the book or defines being American.

and its connection to
American identity.

Comparative
Reflection

Podcast or Video Review

Write and record a 3-5 minute podcast or video

Write a 2-page reflection comparing a theme review. Reflect on how the book explores

from your book to a current issue in

American identity and why it is or isn't relevant

American society. Include at least one for students today.

current article or news source and discuss
how the theme is still relevant today.
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