Summer Reading SUGGESTIONS for EC - Rising 3rd Graders
2026

We strongly encourage students to read at least
15 minutes everyday to prevent that “SUMMER SLIDE”

CHILDREN WHO READ EVERYDAY ARE MORE LIKELY
TO MAINTAIN THEIR READING SKILLS - fluency, word recognition, comprehension,
boost confidence, discover new adventures and meet new friends.

We suggest that children experience books in a variety of ways: a physical
book, Learning Ally, parental reading, audiobooks and magazines. Here are
some suggestions:

Below is the 2026 list of the Texas 2 x 2’s — Highly recommended picture
books

Bear and the Three Goldilocks by Patrick Horne

Big Bike, Little Bike by Kelli DuBay Gillis

Big Enough by Regina Linke

Broken by X. Fang

Cranky, Crabby Crow (Saves the World) by Corey R. Tabor

Don'’t Trust Fish by Neil Sharpson

Earl & Worm: The Bad Idea and Other Stories by Greg Pizzoli

Every Monday Mabel by Jashar Awan

| Hate Everything! by Sophy Henn

If You Make a Call on a Banana Phone by Gideon Sterer

It’s Corn Picking Time! by Jill Esbaum

Mistaco! A Tale of Tragedy y Tortillas by Eliza Kinkz

POP! Goes the Nursery Rhyme by Betsy Bird

Punch! A Story About Kindness by Michael Hall

Ready, Steady, Sloth! by Justin Anderson

The Bakers Dozen by Amy Moore

The Escape Artist: A True Story of Octopus Adventure by Thor Hanson

The Monster in the Lake by Leo Timmers

Who Ate Steve? by Susannah Lloyd

Zip Zap Wickety Wack: A Story About Sharing by Matthew Diffee



Other suggested titles: Chapter Books

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

Wayside School by Louis Sachar

Odder by Katherine Applegate

Pocket Bear by Katherine Applegate

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate

Wishtree by Katherine Applegate

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

The Unlikely Tale of Chase and Finnegan by Jasmine Warga
Snowlands by Morr Meroz

Books in a Series

Diary of a Pug by Kyla May

Hank Zipster by Henry Winkler

Baby-Sitters Club by Ann M. Martin
Baby-Sitters Little Sister by Ann M. Martin

| Survived by Lauren Tarshis

Fire Hawk by Karina Charman

Bunnicula by James Howe

The World According to Humprey by Betty G. Birney
Unicorn Diaries by Rebecca Elliott

Bad Guys Aaron Blabey

Eerie Elementary by Jack Chabert

junie b. jones by Barbara Park

A to Z Mysteries by Ron Roy

Frog and Toad by Arnold Lobel

Mercy Watson by Kate DiCamillo

Oris and Timble by Kate DiCamillo

Who, What, When (nonfiction)

Stink by Megan McDonald

Who, What, When (non fiction, various authors)

Remember to track your reading! List the Title and Author. Return the tracking
sheet in August to see how many books were read over the Summer.

Ms. Mary

Lower School Librarian
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