
John Carroll Catholic High School Honors English 10 Summer Reading Projects 

Welcome to your Honors English 10 summer reading assignments! This summer, you will be 
engaging with two complementary texts that will develop different aspects of your literary analysis 
skills: 

1.​ I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys (ISBN978-1984836038) - A powerful historical novel 
exploring life under Romania's communist regime in 1989 

2.​ How to Read a Poem by Tania Runyan (ISBN 978-0989854221)- An engaging guide to 
developing deeper appreciation for poetry 

These assignments are designed to prepare you for our literary studies throughout the upcoming 
school year. The novel study will focus on critical analysis of narrative elements, while the poetry 
guide will enhance your ability to interpret and appreciate poetic forms.

I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys- Project Overview 

This project will guide you through reading Ruta Sepetys' powerful historical novel I Must Betray 
You, which tells the story of seventeen-year-old Cristian Florescu living in Romania during the final 
days of Nicolae Ceaușescu's communist regime in 1989.  This project has two main components: 

●​ Selecting and exploring an essential question to guide your reading 
●​ Maintaining a structured reading journal 

When you return to school, we will use your reading journal as the foundation for developing a 
literary analysis essay during the first few weeks of class. This approach allows you to focus on deep 
reading during the summer while practicing the essay writing process together when school begins. 

PART 1: ESSENTIAL QUESTION SELECTION​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
An essential question is a powerful tool that will transform how you read and think about literature. 
Unlike simple factual questions, essential questions: 

➢​ Don't have a single "right" answer 
➢​ Create opportunities for deep 

thinking about important ideas 
➢​  

➢​ Connect a specific book to universal 
human experiences 

➢​ Get more interesting the more you 
explore them 

Directions: Select ONE of the following essential questions to guide your reading of I Must Betray 
You. This question will be the foundation for your reading journal entries and our essay writing 
process when school begins. 

1.​ BETRAYAL AND BROKENNESS What does this story have to say about what betrayal does to 
a person — not just to a relationship, but to who they are on the inside? 

2.​ LOVE AND HEALING What does this story have to say about love's power to survive — and to 
restore — in a world that makes it dangerous? 

3.​ WHAT IT MEANS TO BE TRULY ALIVE What does this story have to say about what it means 
to actually live — not just exist — and how we can tell the difference? 

4.​ SUFFERING AND HOPE What does this story have to say about what suffering does to people 
— and whether hope is possible, or even honest, in the middle of it? 



Once you've selected your essential question, you'll use it as a lens through which to read the novel, 
looking for evidence and insights related to your question throughout the text. 

PART 2: READING JOURNAL​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Your reading journal will be your tool for engaging deeply with the text and documenting your 
thinking about your essential question as you read. This journal will be collected on the first day of 
school and will serve as the foundation for our essay writing process. 

Materials Needed: 

●​ Notebook (college-ruled, at least 100 pages) 
●​ Different colored pens/highlighters for annotation (use the annotations you learned with 

Mr. Stovall, or come up with ) 

Journal Organization:  Your journal should include the following sections and content: 

Section 1: Essential Question Exploration (First 2-3 pages) 

1.​ Write your chosen essential question at the top 
2.​ Before reading, write your initial thoughts about this question 
3.​ Note any prior knowledge you have about Romania, communism, or Cold War era  
4.​ List 3-5 sub-questions that might help you explore your main question​ ​  

Section 2: Reading Log Entries​
​ ​  Divide the book into 8 sections as follows: 

○​ Ch. 1-10 (pages 1-37) 
○​ Ch. 11-20 (pages 38-77) 
○​ Ch. 21-31 (pages 78-118) 
○​ Ch. 32-46 (pages 119-158) 

○​ Ch. 47-57 (pages 159-197) 
○​ Ch. 58-68 (pages 198-240) 
○​ Ch. 69-75 (pages 241-265) 
○​ Ch. 76-epilogue (pages 

266-292) 

After the completion of each section, create a DATED reading log entry that includes: 

1.​ Summary: Brief (5-10 sentence) summary of what you read 
2.​ Essential Question Connection: How this section relates to your essential 

question, with specific examples 
3.​ Key Quotes: 3-4 significant quotes with page numbers that relate to your essential 

question 
4.​ Character Development: Notes on how characters evolved in this section 
5.​ Questions & Reflections: Your personal thoughts, questions, or reactions 
6.​ Literary Devices: 2 literary devices or techniques: identify the technique, provide 

an example from the text, and explain its effect (see the attached reference sheet for 
help) 

Section 3: Final Reflection (After finishing the book):​
​  Write a 1-2 page reflection addressing the following questions: 

○​ How has your understanding of your essential question evolved? 
○​ What new insights have you gained? 



○​ How has this novel changed or reinforced your understanding of history? 
○​ What connections can you make to contemporary issues or other works of 

literature? 

PART 3: Socratic Seminar (First Week of School) 

When you return to school, we will use your reading journals as the foundation for a Socratic 
seminar on I Must Betray You and the four essential questions. The seminar is a discussion — not a 
test. There are no right answers, only honest ones. Your job is to come prepared to think aloud, 
listen carefully, and push the conversation forward. 

How to prepare: 

●​ Review your journal before the first day of school and mark 3–5 entries or quotes you find 
most interesting or most difficult to answer 

●​ Be ready to speak to your essential question — not to summarize the book, but to say 
something true and specific about it 

●​ Bring a question of your own — something the novel raised for you that you genuinely don’t 
know how to answer 

●​ Bring your journal to class — you will use it during the seminar 

The seminar will be evaluated on preparation, participation, and the quality of your engagement 
with the text and your classmates — not on having the “right” answer.

How to Read a Poem by Tania Runyan-Project Overview  

This summer, you'll also be reading Tania Runyan's How to Read a Poem, an engaging guide that will 
help you develop a deeper appreciation for poetry. This book will serve as a foundation for our 
poetry studies throughout the coming year. 

PART 1: CHAPTER INSIGHTS​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
As you read through Runyan's book, document 2-3 key insights you gained from EACH chapter. Your 
insights should: 

1.​ Demonstrate understanding of the chapter's main concept 
2.​ Show thoughtful reflection about how this changes or enhances your approach to poetry 
3.​ Be specific rather than general observations 

Format: Create a document with the chapter titles as headings, listing your insights in bullet-point 
form beneath each heading. Your responses should be thoughtful but concise. 

Example: "Hold It to the Light: Imagery"​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ -Insight: Images in poetry create…​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ -Insight: When I visualize the images in a poem…​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ -Insight: Poetry's imagery often works through... 

PART 2: POEM REFLECTION​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Select ONE poem from Runyan's book. Using the approaches Runyan recommends, spend time with 
this poem and write a one-page reflection that includes: 

1.​ Brief introduction to the poem (title, poet, your initial reaction) 
2.​ Application of at least two specific reading strategies described by Runyan 



3.​ How your understanding or appreciation of the poem evolved through Runyan's approach 
4.​ What elements of the poem (imagery, sound, structure, meaning) resonated with you and 

why 
5.​ A concluding thought about what this experience taught you about reading poetry 

Your reflection should be approximately one page (250-300 words), double-spaced. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

●​ Both components should be typed in a single document in 12-point Times New Roman font 
●​ Include your name, date, and "How to Read a Poem Summer Assignment" at the top 
●​ Bring a printed copy on the first day of class 
●​ Be ready to discuss your chosen poem and insights during the first week 

 
**BOTH YOUR READING JOURNAL AND YOUR POETRY ASSIGNMENT ARE DUE ON THE FIRST 
DAY OF CLASS** 
EVALUATION CRITERIA (OVERALL): Your summer reading projects will be evaluated based on: 

I Must Betray You Project (200 points) 

●​ Reading Journal (100 points) 
○​ Completion and organization 
○​ Depth of engagement with essential question 
○​ Specific connections to text with page references 
○​ Evidence of consistent engagement 
○​ Quality of observations and reflections 

How to Read a Poem Project (100 points) 

●​ Chapter Insights (50 points) 
●​ Poem Reflection (50 points) 

Remember: The purpose of these projects is not just to read books, but to engage deeply with 
important themes and develop your critical thinking skills across different literary forms. Your 
essential question and poetry reflections will guide you to discovering deeper meanings within the 
texts. 

 

 

 

 

 



Literary Devices Reference Sheet 

Narrative Techniques 

●​ Foreshadowing: Hints or clues about events that will happen later in the story 
○​ Example: Dark clouds gathering before a crucial confrontation foreshadows trouble 

ahead 
●​ Flashback: Interruption in the narrative to show events that happened in the past 

○​ Example: A character suddenly remembering a childhood trauma that explains their 
current fear 

●​ Irony: When the opposite of what is expected occurs 
○​ Verbal Irony: Saying one thing but meaning another 
○​ Situational Irony: When actions have an effect opposite to what was intended 
○​ Dramatic Irony: When the audience knows something the characters do not 

●​ Symbolism: Using an object, person, place, or action to represent a larger idea 
○​ Example: A white dove representing peace or hope in a war-torn setting 

●​ Motif: A recurring element that has symbolic significance 
○​ Example: Repeated references to birds throughout a novel symbolizing freedom 

Characterization Techniques 

●​ Direct Characterization: When the author explicitly tells the reader about a character's 
traits 

○​ Example: "Maria was stubborn and refused to change her mind once it was made 
up." 

●​ Indirect Characterization: When the author reveals character traits through: 
○​ Speech: What the character says and how they say it 
○​ Thoughts: What the character thinks 
○​ Actions: What the character does 
○​ Appearance: How the character looks 
○​ Others' Reactions: How other characters respond to them 

●​ Foil: A character who contrasts with another character to highlight particular qualities 
○​ Example: A fearful character who highlights the courage of the protagonist 

Language Techniques 

●​ Imagery: Vivid descriptive language that appeals to the senses 
○​ Example: "The rusty hinges shrieked as she pushed open the door, releasing the 

scent of dust and forgotten memories." 
●​ Metaphor: Direct comparison between two unlike things without using "like" or "as" 

○​ Example: "Her words were daggers piercing his confidence." 
●​ Simile: Comparison between two unlike things using "like" or "as" 

○​ Example: "His determination was as solid as granite." 
●​ Personification: Giving human qualities to non-human things 

○​ Example: "The wind whispered secrets to the trees." 
●​ Allusion: Reference to another work of literature, person, event, or place 

○​ Example: Referring to someone as "a Romeo" to suggest they are romantic 
●​ Hyperbole: Extreme exaggeration not meant to be taken literally 

○​ Example: "I've told you a million times to clean your room." 



Structural Techniques 

●​ Juxtaposition: Placing contrasting elements side by side for effect 
○​ Example: Scenes of extreme wealth followed immediately by scenes of poverty 

●​ Frame Story: A story within a story 
○​ Example: A character telling a story from their past that becomes the main narrative 

●​ In Medias Res: Beginning the story in the middle of the action 
○​ Example: Starting with a character in the midst of a crisis, then explaining how they 

got there 
●​ Parallel Structure: Using the same pattern of words for two or more ideas to show they 

have equal importance 
○​ Example: "She came, she saw, she conquered." 

Tone and Mood Techniques 

●​ Diction: The author's choice of words and their effect 
○​ Example: Using clinical, detached language to describe violence creates a disturbing 

effect 
●​ Syntax: The arrangement of words to create different effects 

○​ Example: Short, choppy sentences to create tension or long, flowing sentences for a 
lyrical effect 

●​ Apostrophe: Addressing someone or something that is not present 
○​ Example: "O Death, where is thy sting?" 

●​ Understatement: Presenting something as less significant than it is 
○​ Example: Calling a devastating hurricane "a bit of bad weather" 
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