John Carroll Catholic High School 10th Grade Advanced English Summer Reading
Assignment: I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys

Due Date: First day of class. You will turn in your annotated book and character analysis.

Overview
This year in English 10, our reading will be organized around four essential questions:

- Love & Healing: What is love? To what extent does it have the power to heal, and is
anything beyond its power?

- Betrayal & Brokenness: What is betrayal? What drives a person toward it, and what does it
ultimately cost them?

- Meaning & Suffering: Does suffering create meaning, reveal meaning, or destroy it?

- Being Fully Alive: What does it mean to be fully alive, and what prevents people from living
that way?

I Must Betray You connects most directly to the second question, Betrayal & Brokenness. The novel is
set in 1989 Romania under the communist regime of Nicolae Ceausescu. The protagonist,
seventeen-year-old Cristian Florescu, is blackmailed by the secret police into informing on the
people he loves. As you read, pay attention to what causes characters to betray one another and
what the cost of those betrayals is.

Required Materials
- A personal copy of I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys (ISBN 978-1984836038)
- Highlighters and/or colored pens for annotations
- A completed character analysis (digital or handwritten)

Part 1: Book Annotations (50 points)

You will annotate the novel as you read using the system below. Aim for at least 3 thoughtful
annotations every 10 pages, distributed throughout the entire book — not just the first hundred
pages. Quality matters more than quantity.

The Four-Lens Annotation System: Use these four lenses, each with its own color and
symbol:

+ Essential Questions (Yellow) Mark passages £ Historical Context (Green) Mark passages
that connect to our four essential questions, that show daily life under Ceausescu's regime;
especially Betrayal & Brokenness. In the margin, reference surveillance, propaganda, or methods of
note which question the passage raises and what it control; connect to events outside Romania (the
suggests. Berlin Wall, etc.); or help you understand life
@ Character (Blue) Mark passages that reveal a under communism.
character's motivations, fears, or values; show 7/ Craft & Questions (Orange) Mark passages
how a character changes; show a relationship that use foreshadowing, symbolism, imagery, or
between characters; or capture an internal notable language; raise a question you'd want to
conflict. discuss in class; or connect to other texts, history,

or your own experience.



What Counts as a Quality Annotation

Every annotation needs a margin note. Examples of acceptable notes:
- Significance: "First time Cristian lies to his sister — a small betrayal that previews bigger

ones."

- Question: "Is Bunu protecting Cristian or testing him?"
- Connection: "The reporting system here resembles the surveillance in 1984."
- EQlink: "Betrayal here is driven by fear for family, not personal gain."

Annotation Rubric

to the essential
questions

Category Excellent (10 pts) | Proficient (7-9) Basic (4-6) Insufficient (0-3)
Distribution Annotations Mostly even with Significant gaps or | Mostly in early
spread evenly minor gaps clusters chapters
throughout the
whole novel
Quality of Notes show real Solid notes that Surface-level Highlights without
Thought thinking — show observations commentary
questions, understanding
connections,
insights
Use of All Four All four lenses Most lenses used Only one or two No system used
Lenses used regularly and lenses used
purposefully
Engagement with | Repeatedly Some EQ Few EQ No engagement
EQs connects passages | connections connections with EQs

Historical Context

Real engagement
with the world of
1989 Romania

Some engagement
with the setting

Few historical
references

No engagement
with the historical
setting

PART 2: CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT TRACKER (50 points)

Complete a character tracker for Cristian (the protagonist) and one other major characters of your
choice. This must be typed or neatly handwritten and submitted with your annotated book on the

first day of class.

Requirements for Each Character:

Analyze character development from beginning to middle to end
Provide specific text evidence (quotes with page numbers) for each stage
Identify one critical decision the character makes and analyze its consequences
Explain their relationship to the communist regime and how it evolves




*Below is an example of how to set up your character trackers -Remember you will complete 2 of these to turn in
on the first day of school.

Character: Cristian

Character Stage

Description

Evidence (Quote & Page #)

Beginning of Novel

Middle of Novel

End of Novel

Critical Decision

Relationship to Regime

Character Tracker Grading Rubric:

Category Excellent (10 pts) Proficient (7-9 pts) Basic (4-6 pts) Insufficient (0-3 pts)
Accuracy All information is accurate | Information is mostly Information contains Information is largely
and shows deep accurate with minor errors | several inaccuracies inaccurate or incomplete
understanding
Evidence All required quotes are Most quotes are relevant Some quotes are relevant Few relevant quotes or
relevant and well-chosen and support points but may be poorly chosen missing significant evidence
Analysis Insightful analysis of Solid analysis showing Basic analysis with limited | Little to no meaningful

character development
and motivations

understanding of
characters

insight

analysis

Completeness

All sections thoroughly
completed for all
characters

Most sections completed
with occasional gaps

Significant gaps in
completion

Largely incomplete

Organization

Exceptionally clear and
well-organized

Mostly clear and organized

Somewhat disorganized or
unclear

Disorganized and difficult to
follow




Preparing for the First-Week Test

There will be a test on I Must Betray You during the first week of school. Your annotations and
character work are your study materials. The test will cover:

Character development and relationships

Historical context of 1989 Romania under Ceausescu

Major themes — especially betrayal, resistance, suffering, and what it means to be fully alive
under an oppressive regime

Plot sequence and significant events

Literary elements and the author's craft

Academic Integrity

This assignment must reflect your own reading and thinking. Using Al, or any other shortcut in
place of reading the novel is academic dishonesty and will result in a zero.

If you have questions before school starts, email me at Mburch@jcchs.org.

— Mrs. Burch

Optional Guided Reading Questions

These questions are optional. They are here to guide your reading and help you prepare for class
discussion and the Week 1 test. Skim the questions for each section before you read it so you know
what to watch for. You do not need to answer them in writing.

Section 1 — Chapters 1-10

1.

What are Cristian's main desires and goals at the beginning of the novel? What motivates
him?

How does Cristian become involved with the Securitate? What do they use against him?
Describe Cristian's relationship with his grandfather (Bunu). What guidance does Bunu
offer?

Describe daily life in Romania under Ceausescu's regime. What hardships does Cristian's
family face?

What methods of surveillance and control does the government use to monitor citizens?
How does Cristian initially respond to being recruited as an informer? What strategies does
he develop?

Section 2 — Chapters 11-20

10.

What do we learn about Bunu's past? How does this new information affect Cristian?

How does Cristian's relationship with Liliana evolve? What important conversations or
revelations occur?

How does the theme of betrayal show up in different relationships? Who betrays whom, and
why?

What examples of resistance against the regime do you notice? How do different characters
resist in their own ways?


mailto:Mburch@jcchs.org

11. What moral dilemmas does Cristian face? How does he try to reconcile his role as an
informer with his own values?

12. What does Cristian learn about the number of informants in Romania? How does this affect
him?

Section 3 — Chapters 21-End

13. By the end of the novel, how has Cristian changed? What new understanding does he gain?

14. What triggers the beginning of the Romanian Revolution? How does it spread?

15. How does Sepetys depict the actual revolution in Bucharest? What role do Cristian and
others play?

16. How does the title I Must Betray You take on different meanings throughout the novel?

17. What role does truth play in the novel? How do characters seek, conceal, or reveal truth?

Reflection on Our Essential Questions

18. Betrayal & Brokenness: What is betrayal? What drives a person toward it, and what does it
ultimately cost them? What answers does this novel offer? Are all the betrayals in the book
the same kind, or are there different kinds with different costs?

19. Meaning & Suffering: Does suffering create meaning, reveal meaning, or destroy it? Use
specific characters from the novel to support your position.

20. Being Fully Alive: What does it mean to be fully alive, and what prevents people from living
that way? What does the regime in Romania prevent in its citizens? Which characters seem
most fully alive despite the conditions, and how?

21. Which scene or moment in the novel had the strongest impact on you? Why?
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