


 
Guidelines for Summer Reading 2026 

 
By participating in our summer reading program, you may earn **Lunch in the 
Library** to be announced at the beginning of the fall semester. 
  
Choose the grade level that you will enter in the fall of 2026 and read the 
number of books required as listed below. The attached lists are suggestions 
for good books on grade level.  
 
Record the books you read on the page provided and have one of your parents 
sign the page, verifying you have read the recorded books. Return your reading 
log during the first week of school to your classroom teacher. The deadline will 
be August 21, 2026. 
 
Requirements: 
  
Entering 1st - 10 books (can be read together) 
  
Entering 2nd- 6 books 
  
Entering 3rd- 4 books (3 of them must be chapter books) 
  
Entering 4th- 5 books (4 of them must be chapter books)  
  
Entering 5th- 6 books (4 of them must be chapter books) 
  

 FWC library news? 

@fwckidsread              



Like to read good books? Try reading all 20 2x2s!

Name:
_________________________________

Teacher/Librarian:
_________________________________

My Favorite 2x2 Book:
_________________________________

2026

Every time you read or
listen to a book from

 the 2x2 Reading List, color
the appropriate section.

PreK-2nd grade



Bear and the Three

Goldilocks

by Patrick Horne

Big Bike, Little  Bike

by Kellie DuBay Gillis &

Jacob Souva

Big Enough

by Regina Linke

Broken by X. Fang

Cranky, Crabby

Crow (Saves the

World by Corey

R. Tabor

Don’t Trust Fish by

Neil Sharpson & Dan

Santat

Earl & Worm: The Bad

Idea and Other Stories  

by Greg Pizzoli

Every Monday Mabel

by Vikki VanSickle &  

Jensine Eckwall

l

I Hate Everything!

by Sophy Henn

If You Make a Call on a

Banana Phone 

by Gideon Sterer & Emily

Hughes

It’s Corn Picking Time!

by Jill Esbaum & Melissa

Crowton

Mistaco! A Tale of Tragedy

y Tortillas by Eliza Kinkz

POP! Goes the Nursery

Rhyme

by Betsy Bird & Andrea

Tsurumi

Punch! A Story About

Kindness by Michael Hall

Who Ate Steve?

by Susannah Lloyd 

& Kate Hindley

Ready, Steady, Sloth!

by Justin Anderson &

Manu Montoya

The Bakers Dozen by

Amy Moore & Andrea

Stegmaier

The Escape Artist: A True

Story of Octopus Adventure

by Thor Hanson  & Galia

Bernstein

The Monster in the

Lake

by Leo Timmers

Zip Zap Wickety Wack: A

Story About Sharing

by Matthew Diffee
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Lower School 
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This list is for 3rd-5th graders 
 

 
This list will be used for our Battle of the Books competition at the beginning of 2027.  
 
Students will take a test to qualify for teams in September 2026, and practices will begin after  
school on Mondays shortly thereafter.  
 
The team that wins our school competition will advance to the area competition in February. 
 
Happy Reading! 



 



 
RECOMMENDED READING LIST 2026 

For Rising 1st & 2nd graders 
These titles are SUGGESTIONS.  

Applegate, Katherine. Doggo and Pupper. When Doggo’s life gets turned upside down by a hyper new puppy named 
Pupper, he has to teach the little guy the ropes of being a dog. This charming and funny story is perfect for 
summer, showing how an old dog and a new friend can learn a lot from each other. Series 

 
Bailey, Jenn. Henry, Like Always. Henry, a first grader on the autism spectrum, attempts to navigate friendships and 

sudden changes in classroom routines--like a parade on Friday instead of share time. Geisel Award 2023.  
 
Barnett, Mac. The Future Book. Get ready to imagine a world where the future isn't just about robots, but about all the 

silly, surprising, and "what-if" things that haven't happened yet. This book is a playful peek into tomorrow that 
proves the best part of the future is your own wild imagination! 

 
Brockington, Drew. Waffles and Pancake: Planetary-YUM. Waffles and his sister Pancake visit the science museum 

with Cat-Dad for a fun afternoon until Cat-Dad goes missing in this graphic novel for young readers. Series  
 

Castillo, Lauren. Our Friend Hedgehog: A Place to Call Home. Our beloved Hedgehog and friends  
return for another adventure that leads them to the realization that home can be found in unexpected places. 
Series  

 
Feuti, Norm. Beak and Ally #4: Snow Birds. When noisy neighbors move in for the winter, will Beak & Ally ever find 

peace and quiet? Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor Award. Graphic novel, Series 
 
Flintham, Thomas. Game Over, Super Rabbit Boy! Uh-oh, Animal Town is in trouble! Meanie King Viking has created a 

dreaded robot army to spread No Fun across the land. On top of that, he has stolen the happiest and most fun 
animal ever, Singing Dog. There is only one person who can save the day: Super Rabbit Boy! Series 

 
Funk, Josh. Dear Dragon: A Pen Pal Tale. George and Blaise are pen pals, and they write letters to each other about 

everything: their pets, birthdays, favorite sports, and science fair projects. There’s just one thing that the two 
friends don’t know: George is a human, while Blaise is a dragon! What will happen when these pen pals finally 
meet face-to-face? 

 
Greenawalt, Kelly. I Can Build It! Princess Truly is a great inventor! With her magic, sparkling curls, she can build 

anything from a Brushy-Brush machine to a super-cool, turbo-boosted racing bike for her little brother. But 
when Truly and her sidekick pug Sir Noodles discover that the animal shelter is all out of treats, it's time for 
their biggest invention yet... the Super Snack Machine! These rhyming, funny, and empowering short stories 
with full-color artwork and easy-to-read text throughout are perfect for new readers! Series 

 
Hanlon, Abby. Dory Fantasmagory: Tiny Tough. Dory tries to help her big sister when she has trouble with her friends 

at school, but somehow, as only Dory manages to do, she mixes in pirates and treasure along the way. Series 
 
Henkes, Kevin. The Year of Billy Miller. After a summer vacation mishap leaves him with a bump on his head, seven-

year-old Billy Miller starts second grade worried that he isn't smart enough to keep up. This heartwarming and 
funny Newbery Honor book follows Billy as he navigates school projects, pesky sisters, and the "small" 
adventures that make up a truly great year. Series 

 
Keating, Jess. Eat Your Rocks, Croc!: Dr. Glider’s Advice for Troubled Animals. Dr. Sugar Glider travels around the world 

to help animals with all sorts of problems. 
 
Kirby, Stan. Captain Awesome to the Rescue. Eight-year-old Eugene McGillicuddy discovers that being the new kid in 

class is the perfect time to reveal his secret identity: Captain Awesome! This hilarious, action-packed story is a 
great summer read for fans of superheroes, friendship, and using a big imagination to save the day. Series 



 
RECOMMENDED READING LIST 2026 

For Rising 1st & 2nd graders 
These titles are SUGGESTIONS.  

 
Lerner, Jarrett. Saved by the Smell. Simon and Schuster Children’s Publishing/Aladdin, 4 Mar. 2025. What do you get 

when you take one broken washing machine, 16 piles of dirty clothes, one mom who claims her latest 
invention - a time portal! - can save them from doing the aforementioned 16 piles of stinky laundry and one T. 
Rex? You get a normal day in the life of Ari and his Mad Scientist Mom. With many of Lerner’s celebrated 
illustrations, lots of laughs, short chapters, a pet turtle, a fun STEM focus, and of course, a dinosaur. Series 

 
Ruzzier, Sergio. Fox & Chick: Up and Down: and Other Stories. In the tradition of Frog and Toad, this critically acclaimed 

early reader series features Fox and Chick―two unlikely friend. Series 
 
Santat, Dan. After the Fall: How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up Again. Roaring Brook, 2017. After his famous fall, 

Humpty Dumpty summons his courage to get back up and is rewarded with something amazing.  
 
Schlitz, Laura Amy. Princess Cora and the Crocodile. Candlewick, 2017. Princess Cora is sick of boring lessons, exercising 

in the dungeon gym, and especially taking three baths a day. But when she writes to her fairy godmother for 
help, she doesn't expect that help to come in the form of a crocodile--a crocodile who does not behave 
properly. 

 
Stein, Joshua David. Solitary Animals: Introverts of the Wild. While most animals hang out in "parades" or "towers," 

some prefer to go it alone! This beautifully illustrated nonfiction book celebrates the "introverts" of the wild—
like the panther and the octopus—showing that being solitary is just as natural and strong as being part of a 
group 

 
Stewart, Melissa. Summertime Sleepers: Animals that Estivate. Charlesbridge, 2021. Everyone knows about 

hibernation, but this book offers young readers a lyrical look at its fascinating warm-weather counterpart—
estivation.  

 
Tabor, Corey R. Fox the Tiger. Fox decides to become a tiger because they are fast and sneaky, and soon, his other 

animal friends are joining in the fun. Series 
 
Van Dusen, Chris. If I Built a Town. The imaginative Jack returns to pitch his grandest vision yet to the mayor: a 

completely reimagined community. His "swanky and swell" town features a zoo filled with mythical and 
prehistoric creatures, hover vans for mail delivery, mobile health clinics, and a never-ending weekly parade. 
With Van Dusen’s signature retro-futuristic illustrations and rhythmic prose, it’s a vibrant celebration of 
creativity and community. Series 

 
Willems, Mo. We Are in a Book! Hyperion, 2010. Gerald is careful. Piggie is not. Piggie cannot help smiling. Gerald can. 

Gerald and Piggie are best friends. Gerald and Piggie discover the joy of being read. But what will happen 
when the book ends? Series 

 
Winkler, Henry and Lin Oliver. Detective Duck: The Case of the Strange Splash. Abrams, 2023. Willow Feathers 

McBeaver, aka Detective Duck, and her pond animal pals investigate puzzling mysteries caused by human 
disruptions to their habitat. Series 



 
RECOMMENDED READING LIST 2026 

For Rising 3rd & 4th graders 
These titles are SUGGESTIONS.  

 
Anta, Julio. Speak Up, Santiago! Twelve-year-old Santi is headed from New York City to upstate Hillside Valley for a 

summer with his Abuela Emma. He’s excited about the food and the local soccer tournament, but he has one 
major worry: he doesn't speak Spanish very well, and it seems like everyone else in town does. A vibrant, 
heartfelt graphic novel about identity, community, and finding your voice. series 

 
Applegate, Katherine. Pocket Bear. Pocket is a tiny "mascot bear" made during WWI to bring luck to a soldier, but a 

century later, he serves as the wise leader of a home for abandoned toys. When a cynical street cat named 
Zephyrina rescues a rare, valuable teddy bear from a dumpster, Pocket must lead his ragtag group of "tossed 
and treasured" friends to protect their new recruit from greedy collectors. It is a heartwarming, beautifully 
illustrated tale about empathy, found family, and the power of second chances.  

 
Becker, Helaine. Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13. From Katherine’s early beginnings as 

a gifted student to her heroic accomplishments as a prominent mathematician at NASA, this is the story of a 
groundbreaking American woman who not only calculated the course of moon landings but, in turn, saved 
lives and made enormous contributions to history.  

 
Churnin, Nancy. The William Hoy Story: How a Deaf Baseball Player Changed the Game. Deaf baseball player William 

Hoy helped to forever change the way baseball is played.  
 
DiCamillo, Kate. Lost Evangeline. When a kind shoemaker finds a tiny girl no bigger than a mouse in the toe of a boot, 

he names her Evangeline and raises her as his own beloved daughter. But when his jealous wife sells her to a 
rich old woman, Evangeline must embark on a perilous journey through the land of Norendy—aided by a 
vainglorious marmalade cat—to find her way back to her father and their shared dream of the sea. 

 
Garcia, Kami. Mixed-Up. Fifth-grader Stella is determined to have the best year ever with her best friends, but her 

excitement fades when she starts falling behind in class and struggling to read the guidebook for their favorite 
new online game. This heartfelt graphic novel follows Stella’s journey as she receives a dyslexia diagnosis and 
discovers that with the right support, her differences don't have to stand in the way of her dreams or her 
friendships. Graphic novel 

 
Gray, Kristin L. The Amelia Six: An Amelia Earhart mystery. Eleven-year-old Millie and five other girls snowed in at 

Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum in Atchison, Kansas, are on a scavenger hunt when the lights go out and 
Amelia’s aviator goggles go missing. 

 
Hansen, Amy S, and Wanda Díaz Merced. Wanda Hears the Stars. This inspiring picture book biography tells the true 

story of astrophysicist Wanda Díaz Merced, who refused to give up on her dreams after losing her sight in 
college. By discovering a way to convert starlight into sound through sonification, she found a groundbreaking 
new path to explore the universe and prove that science belongs to everyone. 

 
Harris, Chris. I’m Just No Good at Rhyming and Other Nonsense for Mischievous Kids and Immature Grown-ups. In the 

vein of Shel Silverstein, this collection of poems is filled with humor, nonsensical language, rhyme, wordplay, 
and even codes to crack.  

 
Hartman, Aubrey. The Lion of Lark-Hayes Manor. Twelve-year-old Poppy meets a water nymph and exchanges her 

favorite book for a lion, but her deal has unexpected consequences that Poppy must fight to correct.  
 
 
 
Korman, Gordon. Old School. After growing up with his grandmother in a retirement home, twelve-year-old Dexter 



 
RECOMMENDED READING LIST 2026 

For Rising 3rd & 4th graders 
These titles are SUGGESTIONS.  

Foreman is made to attend a "real" middle school. Dexter's old and new worlds unexpectedly cross as he 
struggles with fitting in, with unforeseen results. 

 
Lai, Remy. Pawcasso. Eleven-year-old Jo discovers that a small lie can turn into a big problem when her town assumes a 

talented and fun-loving dog is hers. Graphic novel 
 
Lambelet, Anne. I’m a Dumbo Octopus!: A Graphic Guide to Cephalopods Meet Grimpy, he is your guide to 

cephalopods, here to tell you all you need to know about these blue-blooded, invertebrates. In I’m a Dumbo 
Octopus, Grimpy extols the talents of each type of cephalopod until he comes to himself, a dumbo octopus. 
It’s hard to know why he’s special, seeing that he doesn’t have any of the cool skills his friends have. The rest 
of the cephalopod crew teams up to remind Grimpy what makes him great in this fun, informational graphic 
novel.  

 
Messner, Kate. Rescue on the Oregon Trail. Join Ranger, a golden retriever with search-and-rescue training, as he 

travels back in time to help a family navigate the dangerous journey along the Oregon Trail. This action-packed 
adventure is perfect for summer, blending heart-pounding survival with fascinating bits of American history! 
Series 

 
Park, Linda Sue. Gracie Under the Waves. Sixth-grader Gracie’s dream snorkeling trip to Honduras is quickly sidelined 

by a series of mishaps and her "pest-like" younger brother. As she navigates the frustrations of family travel 
and an unexpected injury, Gracie finds a new way to connect with the ocean and discovers the power of 
making her own wave. 

 
Pennypacker, Sara. Clementine. Meet Clementine, a third grader with a talent for getting into "spectacular" trouble 

even when she’s just trying to be helpful. This laugh-out-loud summer read follows her week of hilarious 
mishaps, proving that being "different" is actually what makes her special. 

 
Robinson, Sharon. The Hero Two Doors Down: Based on the True Story of Friendship Between a Boy and a Baseball 

Legend. Eight-year-old Steve Satlow is thrilled when Jackie Robinson moves into his Jewish neighborhood in 
Brooklyn in 1948, although many of his neighbors are not, and when Steve actually meets his hero, he is even 
more excited--and worried that a misunderstanding over a Christmas tree could damage his new friendship. 

 
Thomson, Sarah L. Two Friends, One Dog, and a Very Unusual Week. Strait-laced fifth grader Emily’s world is turned 

upside down when a new neighbor and free spirit, Rani, moves in with her dog Otto. 
 
Turk, Evan. You are Home: An Ode to the National Parks. The beauty of all living things, animals, plants, and people is 

celebrated in rich verse and art in a coast-to-coast tour of the United States, emphasizing the precious nature 
of all life and experience 

 
Warga, Jasmine. The Unlikely Tale of Chase and Finnegan. Inspired by real zoo programs, this story follows Finnegan, a 

rescue dog with a broken heart, and Chase, an anxious orphaned cheetah cub, who are paired together to 
become "forever friends." Together, they learn to be brave, find their confidence, and discover that family can 
be found in the most unlikely places. 

 
Watson, Renée. Ways to Make Sunshine. Bloomsbury, 2020. Ten-year-old Ryan is learning that life means lots of 

changes, like moving, her father’s new job, a frustrating older brother, and her best friend moving away, but 
Ryan makes sunshine out of it all, shining it back on those around her.  



 
RECOMMENDED READING LIST 2026  

For Rising 5th graders 
These titles are SUGGESTIONS.  

Albus, Kate. A Place to Hang the Moon. In World War II England, orphaned siblings William, Edmund, and Anna are 
evacuated from London to live in the countryside, where they bounce from home to home in search of 
someone willing to adopt them permanently 

 
Barnes, Derrick. Who Got Game?: Baseball: Amazing but True Stories! Chapters will cover pivotal players such as Rube 

Foster, Hank Greenberg, Lizzie Murphy, Sadaharu Oh, and many others as well as a variety of sensational 
stories, radical records, and colossal comebacks. 

 
Bellows, Melina Gerosa. The Lost Women of Science. Uncover the hidden history of ten incredible female trailblazers 

who changed the world through groundbreaking experiments, life-saving medical discoveries, and secret 
code-breaking. This inspiring collection brings forgotten heroes to light, proving that with grit and curiosity, 
anyone can make a world-changing impact in STEM. 

 
Birdsall, Jeanne. The Library of Unruly Treasures. Gwen MacKinnon's parents are dreadful. So Gwen's not upset at all 

when she's foisted onto her never-before-seen Uncle Matthew for two weeks. Especially when it turns out he 
has a very opinionated dog named Pumpkin. Things take a turn for the weird when Gwen makes a discovery in 
the local library. They're called Lahdukan. The Lahdukan insist that Gwen is destined to help them find a new 
home. But how can a girl as unwanted, uncourageous, and generally unheroic as Gwen possibly come to the 
rescue? Pumpkin has a few ideas… 

 
Bradley, Fleur. Midnight at the Barclay Hotel. Five murder suspects are invited to the haunted Barclay  

Hotel for a weekend getaway, and it is up to twelve-year-old JJ and eleven-year old Penny—and a lonely  
ghost—to figure out who committed the crime. Mystery  
 

Burgess, Tamika. Danilo Was Here. In the aftermath of the 1989 U.S. invasion of Panamá, former baseball prodigy 
Danilo Osorio Jr. has lost his home and his passion for the game. When a sudden opportunity arises to train in 
California—the last known location of his absentee father—Danilo must decide if he’s playing for a scout, his 
family’s survival, or a dream he can finally call his own. A powerful historical fiction novel about resilience, 
identity, and finding your way back to yourself. 

 
Day, Nick. The Mona Lisa Vanishes: A Legendary Painter, a Shocking Heist, and the Birth of a Global Celebrity. This 

fast-paced true heist story explains how the theft of the Mona Lisa in 1911 made it the most famous painting 
in the world. 

 
Dentler, Minda. The Girl Who Figured it Out. Follow the amazing true story of Minda Dentler, who refused to let 

paralysis stop her from chasing her biggest dreams. From an orphanage in India to the finish line of the world’s 
toughest triathlon, Minda shows that with enough heart and "figuring it out," you can achieve the impossible! 

 

Glaser, Karina Yan. The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street. The Vanderbeekers have always lived in the brownstone on 
141st Street . . . so when their reclusive, curmudgeonly landlord decides not to renew their lease, the five 
siblings have eleven days to do whatever it takes to stay in their beloved home.  

 
Holm, Jennifer L. The Lion of Mars. A smart and curious boy named Bell is living on Mars with a small group of kids and 

adults, and when the adults start getting sick mysteriously, it is up to the kids to figure out how to help. 
 
Jurmain, Suzanne. Murder on the Baltimore Express: The Plot to Keep Abraham Lincoln from Becoming President. The 

amazing true story of Abraham Lincoln’s cross-country train trip for his inauguration which took Lincoln 
through some very hostile parts of the country with no protection and a deadly assassination threat. 

 



 
RECOMMENDED READING LIST 2026  

For Rising 5th graders 
These titles are SUGGESTIONS.  

Messner, Kate. The Trouble with Heroes. Magnificent and moving, this tween adventure told in verse will resonate with 
anyone who has ever lost someone, made bad choices, or felt unworthy of love. Finn has been making bad 
choices since his dad passed away two years ago. After vandalizing a popular mountain climber’s headstone,  
Finn is assigned to climb 46 mountain peaks in one summer in order to have all charges dropped. He must take 
the dead woman’s dog along. Join Finn on his mountain climbing adventures as he learns about love, loss, 
hope and healing. 

 
Nielsen, Jennifer A. Words on Fire. While Audra is on the run from Cossack soldiers and in search of her missing 

parents, she realizes the importance of the mission to save the Lithuanian language and culture, and puts 
herself in danger to become part of the resistance in 1893 Russian-controlled Lithuania.  

 
Ponti, James. City Spies. After hacking into the NYC juvenile justice system, Sara Martinez gets a surprise when a British 

secret agent rescues her from the detention center and takes her to a secret location in Scotland to join forces 
with four teenage spies on a mission to outwit an evil genius before he makes an attack at the environmental 
innovation competition final in Paris. Series  

 
Reintgen, Scott. The Last Dragon on Mars. In this high-stakes sci-fi adventure, the last dragon in the galaxy is hidden on 

a colonized Mars, and it’s up to a group of kids to protect it from those who want to exploit its power. It’s a 
pulse-pounding summer read that blends futuristic technology with ancient magic and a desperate race for 
survival. Series 

 
Reynolds, Jason. Ghost. Can a talented sprinter from a rough neighborhood push past his troubles to keep his place on 

an elite track team? National Book Award Finalist, series 
 
Patterson, James. Dr. Zeus. When 12-year-old Nick Andino is visited by a fast-talking Hermes and a quirky "Dr. Zeus," 

he’s whisked away from his family’s diner on a high-stakes quest to Ancient Greece. This action-packed, 
hilarious adventure is a summer must-read for anyone who loves Greek myths, time travel, and seeing an 
underdog become a true hero! 

Parker Rhodes, Jewell. Will’s Race for Home. In 1889, twelve-year-old Will and his father set out on a perilous journey 
from Texas to Oklahoma to stake their claim in the historic Land Rush. Weary of life as sharecroppers on land 
they can never own, they face brutal bandits, treacherous river crossings, and deep-seated prejudice in their 
pursuit of true freedom. A high-stakes historical Western and Coretta Scott King Author Award winner, this 
story follows Will as he discovers his own courage and fights to find a place his family can finally call home. 

Stead, Rebecca. The Experiment. Sixth-grader Nathan has a massive secret: his family is actually from another planet, 
part of a top-secret study to see if aliens can blend in on Earth. But as his twelfth birthday approaches, the 
experiment starts to glitch. His friends are vanishing, and Nathan is suddenly growing a tail. A fast-paced, 
heartfelt sci-fi mystery that perfectly captures the "alien" feeling of growing up. 

 
Warga, Jasmine. A Strange Thing Happened in Cherry Hall. Someone has stolen a painting from the  

Penelope L. Brooks Museum, where Rami Ahmed’s mother works, supervising the cleaning crew. Will Rami use  
the help of his classmate, a ghost, and a tortoise to solve the mystery and clear his mother’s name? Mystery  

 
Yang, Kelly. Front Desk. Recent immigrants from China and desperate for money, ten-year-old Mia Tang's parents take 

a job managing a rundown motel in Southern California for skinflint Mr. Yao, whose son is the only other 
Chinese American in Mia’s class. Series 



Student’s name____________________________ 
Grade level for Fall ________________________ 
Homeroom Teacher________________________ 
Parent’s signature__________________________ 
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