HONORS ENGLISH Il SUMMER READING INFORMATION
TEACHER: Mrs. Bryant (sbryant@fwc.org)

As an honors student, you will read two books for summer reading, one that is required and one
that you choose. | hope that you might find time to read even more books on your own! Feel
free to email me if you have any questions.

Read the information below very carefully. | know it is long. Read all the way to the end.

REQUIRED:

Lord of the Flies by William Golding

e As World War Il begins, a plane carrying a group of schoolboys, from kindergarten aged to
around sixth grade, crashes on a deserted island. At first, this seems like a dream come true: a
paradise with no adults. However, as time goes on, fear and disorder begin to creep in, and
the boys struggle with an adventure that no longer seems so exciting.

THE SECOND BOOK:

e For the second book, you will be choosing. | have listed guidelines below, but you are not
limited by a list. Please read the list of books that you are not allowed to choose because
they will be covered in later classes. Please choose a book that you have not already
read.

How to choose:

For this assignment, | would like for you to choose a FICTION book (a NOVEL) that is at least 150
pages long. You should choose a book that interests you and that challenges you. Please
choose a book that is of an appropriate level of challenge for a student entering an honors level
sophomore class. Also choose a book whose author was intentional about writing a meaningful
story with strong use of language. The book you choose should allow for discussion and thought
and deeper meaning. It can be a classic or something new. It is really up to you. Find something
you will like reading that is still going to make you think. Remember that many books, though
they might be enjoyable to read, were written mainly as entertainment, a few hours of escape,
and are not intended to challenge thought and contemplation. For this assignment, you need
something deeper than that.

Some suggestions for choosing:

Below are several ways that you might try to locate a book you would enjoy. It is not a checklist,
just several suggestions. Be sure you look at the list of BOOKS NOT TO READ (below the chart).
These will be read later for our class or for other classes that you might take later.

Suggestions for finding books:

Look at lists...

e Summer reading lists for other schools, online lists of great books, prize-winning books (Be sure
to think about the nature of the prize. “Best Beach Read” is not necessarily a good
recommendation. Pulitzer Prize is.), etc.

e Look at “lexile” range or ATOS ranking. The lexile range of a book is a computer-generated
number that indicates a general range of difficulty of vocabulary and sentence structure.
Generally, sophomore level books are around 900 and up, but | have seen some really good
books that | would recommend to you in the lower 700s. Anything below 700 would probably
be too low-level.

o ATOS is a similar type of analysis of books. You can look this up for some novels.

e Email me if you have a question about a specific book.
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Look up reading level

e For some books, you can search the internet for reading level. Some sources give you a
grade range and others an age range.

e Sometimes books labeled YA (young adult) are really just middle school books, but some of
them are really wonderful and at an appropriate level for this assignment. Be careful if you
choose from this category.

Read reviews
e Often you can find reliable reviews of books online. See what they have to say. Remember
that “best seller” does not necessarily translate to high quality writing.

Go to Barnes and Noble

e Every year, Barnes and Noble displays books that schools have put on their summer reading
lists. They also have tables of other reading suggestions. Thumb through a few and see what
you think.

Read a few pages.

e Go to the library and open the book and just read a few pages. (You can also often find the
first few pages of a book on Amazon and other sites.) See how you like it. Does that language
feel like it is going to be a strong read, or does it feel too easy?

Talk to others
e Your friends, family, teachers, or others might have really good suggestions if you let them
know what you are looking for.

Same author
e Look at the “Books Not To Read” list and consider reading something by the same author.

Some authors and types of authors that are not really what you are looking for:
e John Green

Nicholas Sparks

Romance books

Mystery books

Action adventure books

Often books that are in a series are not what you are looking for.

Be aware of content.

e If you choose a contemporary book, you might find language or content that you find
offensive. If you are concerned, consider looking at some comments on the content. Be sure
that you and your parents are okay with the book that you choose.

| want this book to be something of value, but | also want it to be something you enjoy. Don't
choose something you will hate reading because you think it is what | would make you read.
Feel free to email me (sbryant@fwc.org) about your choices.

Please DO NOT choose the following books:
e 1984 by George Orwell
The Awakening by Kate Chopin
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon
Dracula by Bram Stoker
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
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Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté

Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Silas Marner by George Eliot

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronté

INSTRUCTIONS FOR READING AND ANNOTATING:

Read carefully for detail and meaning. Read with a pen or pencil in your hand and make notes
in your book as you read. You can mark anything that you think is important and that will help
you remember what you have read. You might even write question marks in the margins by
things you want to be sure to ask me about later. Do not just highlight; your annotations should
include words and perhaps symbols that you develop and that have meaning to you.
Annotating should be a conversation between you and the book. Read actively!

SOME IDEAS ABOUT ANNOTATING:

1. Write in the margin about important things that help you know more about the main
characters.

2. Write in the margin when you come across an event that you think significantly changes
things in the story.

3. Mark information that seems to contribute specifically to meaning. Write words that will
remind you of what you were thinking when you marked it.

4. Mark an important quotation from each chapter.

5. Atthe end of each chapter, write a brief, bullet-point list of the important events of that
chapter. This is a very helpful tool later when you go back to the book for discussion and
writing.

FIRST DAYS OF SCHOOL:

We will begin on the first day of school. It will not be a wasted day, so be ready.
e Bring your summer reading books to school with you.

e Expect assessments of your reading right away.

SUPPLIES:

e Please bring a box of tissues or a package of sharpened pencils the first day of school.

e Every day you should have the book we are studying, your computer charged and ready,
pens and pencils, and an attitude ready to learn.

| can’t wait to get to know you and talk about what you have read! Enjoy your summer.

Mrs. Bryant



