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Dear Parents/Carers,
Dyslexia and Literacy: Understanding Dyslexia at Southam College

We are pleased to invite you to the supporting families with practical strategies for dyslexic children and
young people. This event is open to Parents and Carers of students with dyslexia or literacy needs (diagnosed
or suspected).

Event Overview

Title: Understanding Dyslexia at Southam College
Date: Thursday 2nd July
Time:

e 5:00pm — 5:30pm: Informal arrival, refreshments, and opportunities to talk
e 5:30pm — 6:30pm: Structured dyslexia information carousel
Venue: Main Hall, Southam College
Audience: Parents and carers of students with dyslexia or literacy needs (diagnosed or suspected)

This after-school event will give families the opportunity to meet key staff and specialists, ask questions, and
gain a clearer understanding of how Southam College supports students with dyslexia.

Purpose of the Event
The event aims to:

e Build parental understanding of dyslexia and literacy-based learning needs

e Explain how dyslexia is identified and assessed

e Share information about classroom strategies, targeted interventions, and literacy support
o Clarify exams access arrangements, evidence requirements, and timelines

e Provide access to external dyslexia specialists and local provision

e Strengthen partnerships between families, school staff, and specialist services
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Informal Welcome (5:00pm — 5:30pm)
The evening will begin with an informal drop-in session:

o Light refreshments available
e Time for parents to arrive, settle, and speak informally with staff
e Opportunity to ask initial questions and identify areas of interest before the carousel begins

This will help to create a relaxed, supportive atmosphere and enable parents to make the most of the
structured part of the evening.

Staff and Specialists Involved
Southam College Staff

e Amy Hawkes — SENCO

o Sarah Edwards — Exams Access Arrangements Coordinator
e Angelina Lynch — Literacy Lead

e Sharon Jones — School Librarian

e Lauren Sutcliffe — Specialist Teaching Service (STS)

External Specialists

e Two specialist dyslexia providers from Warwickshire, offering expertise on:
o Specialist dyslexia assessments
o Teaching approaches and interventions
o Support beyond mainstream school provision

Event Format (5:30pm — 6:30pm)

Following a short welcome, the event will run as a carousel of discussion and information stations around
the main hall. Parents may move freely between stations based on their child’s needs.

Proposed stations include:

e Dyslexia and SEND support at Southam College

e Assessment pathways and referrals

e Literacy provision and classroom strategies

e Interventions and targeted support

o Exams access arrangements

o Reading, assistive technology, and library support

e External dyslexia assessments and specialist provision

Outline Schedule:

e 5:00 - 5:30pm: Informal arrival, refreshments, and conversations
e 5:30 - 5:40pm: Welcome and overview of the carousel

e 5:40 - 6:25pm: Carousel discussions and information sharing

e 6:25 - 6:30pm: Final questions and close



Resources Available

e Information leaflets and guidance documents

o Examples of dyslexia-friendly classroom strategies
e Exams access arrangements guidance

o Reading lists and literacy-support resources

e Signposting to internal and external support

Expected Outcomes

e Increased parental confidence and understanding

e Clearer pathways for assessment and support

e Improved communication between families and school
e Stronger links with external dyslexia specialists

9. How to Book:

Dyslexia and Literacy: Southam College Event - 2nd July 2026 — Fill out form

Or email Lotte Coombe-Perry, SEND Admin on: coombe-perry.l@sco.svmat.uk

Yours sincerely,

AH Cu\j‘L\LS
Miss A Hawkes
Assistant Headteacher/SENCO
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