ﬁf'“‘{e Summer Reading

All 9" grade students must read:

W YORK TiMES RESATSELLER

Mitch Albom
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the five people

you meet in heaven|

In The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch
Albom, an old man named Eddie dies and wakes
up in heaven, where he meets five people who
help him understand his life. Each person shows
him how even small actions had a big impact on
others. It's a story about finding meaning,
forgiveness, and how everyone’s life matters—even
when it doesn’t feel like it.

and choose one of the following:

Click on each book
to watch a book

trailer!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gg9yPU388tA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3QMxf4yySA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqoBP7ybeRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=giWMLrk2RCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iK168VmKZSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmKi_D-M_Wg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92EBSmxinus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnSW8r7yOZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVzewlXQk5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-LqfHA5BzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MfOhShpuXQ

Students must read:

In Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne
Frank writes about her life while hiding from the
Nazis during World War Il. Through her diary,
readers see her fears, hopes, and everyday
struggles while living in a small hidden space with
her family. The book is a powerful true story about

courage, hope, and the impact of war on ordinary

people.

Optional: If you enjoyed reading your two choices from the lists,
consider engaging in this additional non-fiction text that

highlights this year’'s course themes with real-life examples:

DAVID In David and Goliath, Malcolm Gladwell tells true
AND stories about people who seem weak or outmatched

GOLIATH but find surprising ways to win. He explains how

_ disadvantages—like having a learning disability or

facing tough times—can actually make people

MATLCOLM stronger. The book shows that being an underdog

GLADWELL can sometimes be your biggest strength.

and also choose...


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KsN9Qfnr6Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZ2Z2vRZJQQ

Choose one book from either the teacher or

student recommendations:

Teacher Recs: Student Recs:
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Click on each book

to watch a book

trailer!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CkzYpp4okA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtKC1LnRoBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIKACfvlD2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4Rt4ty9EfU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_c_Jd-hP-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKI4TKENRSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAagecNMaBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ltob-SYU03g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PnXFt4wIx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JO_m1kKg5RE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKUIKbkmarw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaKQVBwZTW8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_Qs2623Acg
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbESfsNu9oI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JO_m1kKg5RE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtKC1LnRoBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKI4TKENRSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDw-Go-1Wyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tExprBAE1k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYRGDRUd8FI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1q-zMMkVTFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e92wtbPr6l0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hf8EYbVxtCY
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/yigIIBd4bPk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKTZ_IFpRmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-WsN4_CZfk

Students must read:

Click on the book to

watch a book trailer!
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In The Giver by Lois Lowry, a boy named Jonas
lives in a perfect-looking community where
everyone follows strict rules and no one feels
real pain. When he is chosen to learn the
community’s hidden secrets, he discovers that his

world is not as safe or fair as it seems. The story

is about freedom, emotions, and the importance

of making your own choices.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tr16t3ieApE

In Monster by Walter Dean Myers, a teenager
named Steve is on trial for a crime he may
not have committed. He tells his story like a

movie script, showing how scared and
confused he feels. The book explores what it
means to be guilty, innocent, and how others

see you.

In The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time, a boy named Christopher finds a dead dog in the night-tima
and tries to solve the mystery of who killed it. As
he investigates, he uncovers surprising secrets
about his own family. The story is told through
Christopher’s unique point of view, helping

readers see the world in a different way.

the curicous incident

of the dog

a novel by

mark haddon
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In Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson, a high school
student named Tyler gets in trouble and tries to
change his bad-boy image. But things get worse

when he's blamed for something he didn’t do, and
no one believes him. The story is about pressure,

choices, and finding the strength to speak up for

yourself.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PY5VZUj9c0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnNp6oILOoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PsU01TfqF8E

' '%(f Summen Reading

Students should read two of the

Click on each book to
watch a book trailer! fo||owi ng books:

3 Brownstone is a vivid, sweeping, ultimately
.| | hopeful story about navigating your heritage even
; when you feel like you don’t quite fit in.

the curicus incident
of the dog

in the night-time

In The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time,
Christopher finds a dead dog and tries to solve the mystery.
He uncovers surprising secrets about his own family. SE

mark haddon

In Twisted, Tyler gets in trouble and tries to change his
bad-boy image. But things get worse when he's blamed
for something he didn't do, and no one believes him.
The story is about pressure, choices, and finding the
strength to speak up for yourself.

In Chronically Dolores, Dolores deals with chronic pain,
friendship drama, and family struggles. She tries to hide
how much she’s hurting but learns she has to speak up and
be honest. The story is about being strong, asking for help,
and finding your voice even when life feels unfair.

Maga lan Uagenen

MY
BEEKEEPER

-

In The Beekeeper of Aleppo, Nuri and his wife Afra must

== 0F flee their home in Syria after a war destroys their lives. As
ALEPPO they travel to a safer place, they face danger, loss, and
sadness—but also moments of hope. The story shows the

strength of love, family, and starting over after tragedy.

iR ’h-;nﬁ""r_“‘,:-‘



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k52eBlga3I0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-FMRKIba4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnNp6oILOoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PsU01TfqF8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrHg9bQJkQE

Students must view the required documentary Blackfish:

~ Click the image to view the film

Blackfish is a documentary about a killer
whale named Tilikum who lived in a marine
park and hurt several people. It shows how

keeping whales in small tanks can make them

sad, stressed, and dangerous. The film makes
people think about whether animals should
live in captivity for entertainment.

Students must choose one text below to

read and take notes on:

THIS BOOK
BEIRAYS
Y BROTHER _

Click on each
book to watch a

book trailer!
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https://digitalcampus.swankmp.net/shs378709/watch/5D88600232EC85A1?referrer=direct
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5idpSk916ns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOWz7jFLDRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCWYOW_4Bvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tx_ysJz_VCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DK1BXs6vpEI&t=70s
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Click on each book to

watch a book trailer!
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Outliers

The Story of Success

Malcolm
Gladwell

In Lord of the Flies by William Golding, a
group of boys gets stranded on a
deserted island with no adults. At first,
they try to work together, but things
quickly fall apart as fear and power
struggles take over. The story shows how
people can lose control without rules
and how quickly things can turn wild.

In Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell explores
why some people become super
successful. He explains that success
isn't just about being smart—it also
depends on things like where you're
from, how you were raised, and even
lucky timing. The book shows that
hidden advantages and hard work both
play a big part in reaching the top.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uo0q5qVcB5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jHTAKW7SuA

Q Click on each book to

watch a book trailer!

METAMORPHOSIS

By Franz Kalka

In White Nights by Fyodor Dostoevsky, a
lonely young man meets a girl named
Nastenka during a series of late-night
walks in the city. As they share their
dreams and worries, he quickly falls in

love with her. The story is about
loneliness, hope, and the sadness that
can come with loving someone who may

not love you back.

In The Metamorphosis by Franz Katka, a
man named Gregor Samsa wakes up one
morning transformed into a giant bug. As
he struggles to adjust, his family begins to
treat him like a burden instead of a
person. The story explores isolation, family

pressure, and what it means to be human.



https://www.youtube.com/shorts/WNvlGcAdLPQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yd8sRHhV2Qw

" Summar Rgading

Students must read The Alchemist:

In The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho tells the story of a
young shepherd named Santiago who goes on a
journey to find treasure. Along the way, he learns that
chasing your dreams is about more than just reaching
a goal—it's about growing as a person and listening to
your heart. The book shows that when you truly follow
your purpose, the universe helps you get where you're

meant to be.

Click on each book

to watch a book  and choose one of the following:
trailer!
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https://www.youtube.com/shorts/jrSzt6dEf7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fSfOZHRgsU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVvz-97uEH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bVZQvy0vN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YjiApH3NMMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBpnelG0f9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BCe7wt8DH0

Jummer Reading

Students must read one of the following:
Click on each book to

watch a book trailer!
WARRK

: In The Messenger by Markus Zusak, Matt
| AM THE g By /

MESSENGER

lives in a peaceful village that starts to
change in dangerous ways. He discovers he
has a special power that might help save his
home and the people he loves. The story is
about bravery, change, and the importance
of helping others.

In The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien, a group of
American soldiers fight in the Vietnam War while
carrying both physical gear and emotional burdens.
One soldier, Lieutenant Cross, struggles with guilt and
responsibility as the war changes them all. The story is
about fear, friendship, and how war leaves lasting

scars.

In Boy 21 by Matthew Quick, Finley is a quiet
basketball player trying to escape his tough
neighborhood. When a new player named Russ, who
calls himself Boy21, joins the team after a tragedy,
their lives begin to change. The story is about
friendship, loss, and finding hope in unexpected

places.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVvz-97uEH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YjiApH3NMMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BCe7wt8DH0

02" Summer Readin
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Students must read the following:

CHIMAMANDA
Click on the book to NGUZI AD'CHIE

AUTHoR OF AMERICANAH

watch a book trailer!

i PURPLE
HIBISCUS

A NOVEL

In Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie,
Kambili is a quiet teenager living in Nigeria with
her strict and deeply religious father. Her life is
controlled by fear until she visits her aunt, where
she experiences laughter, freedom, and love for
the first time. As political unrest grows around
them, Kambili begins to question everything she’s

been taught. The story is about family, silence,

and the courage it takes to speak out and grow

into yourself.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-OIKTD3ew4

”&%’% > Summer Reading

Students must read at least two of the following:

(continued on next page)

Click on each book to

watch a book trailer!

Their
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watching
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JOHN
IRVING

A Prayer
for Owen Meany



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxAd2XRMBQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yax0ojFB92k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jU1bjXtHWg&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPWpUwUGNk0
https://cptv.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/owenmeany/prayerforowenmeany/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgB3WS1vDek
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0OOwvMgPTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lhz52REeUUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TqdLf9bcXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0X6YIZ24cH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DziLiTMawWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRs97dtugTc
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/SODVhGJjfSU

	9th Grade
	Summer Reading
	All 9th grade students must read:
	and choose one of the following:


	10th Grade Embedded Honors

	SUMMER READING
	Students must read:
	Optional: If you enjoyed reading your two choices from the lists, consider engaging in this additional non-fiction text that highlights this year’s course themes with real-life examples:

	and also choose...
	10th Grade Embedded Honors

	SUMMER READING
	Choose one book from either the teacher or student recommendations:
	Teacher Recs:
	Student Recs:
	10th Grade Humanities

	SUMMER READING
	Special Class English 10

	SUMMER READING
	Students must read:
	In The Giver by Lois Lowry, a boy named Jonas lives in a perfect-looking community where everyone follows strict rules and no one feels real pain. When he is chosen to learn the community’s hidden secrets, he discovers that his world is not as safe or fair as it seems. The story is about freedom, emotions, and the importance of making your own choices.

	Special Class English 11

	Summer Reading
	Students must read one of the following:
	In Monster by Walter Dean Myers, a teenager named Steve is on trial for a crime he may not have committed. He tells his story like a movie script, showing how scared and confused he feels. The book explores what it means to be guilty, innocent, and how others see you.
	In The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, a boy named Christopher finds a dead dog and tries to solve the mystery of who killed it. As he investigates, he uncovers surprising secrets about his own family. The story is told through Christopher’s unique point of view, helping readers see the world in a different way.
	In Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson, a high school student named Tyler gets in trouble and tries to change his bad-boy image. But things get worse when he's blamed for something he didn’t do, and no one believes him. The story is about pressure, choices, and finding the strength to speak up for yourself.

	11th Grade Regents
	Click on each book to watch a book trailer!


	Summer Reading
	Students should read two of the following books:
	IB English Year 1

	Summer Reading
	Students must view the required documentary Blackfish:
	Click the image to view the film
	Blackfish is a documentary about a killer whale named Tilikum who lived in a marine park and hurt several people. It shows how keeping whales in small tanks can make them sad, stressed, and dangerous. The film makes people think about whether animals should live in captivity for entertainment.

	Students must choose one text below to read and take notes on:
	English 11 AP Lang

	Summer Reading
	Students should read the following two texts:
	In Lord of the Flies by William Golding, a group of boys gets stranded on a deserted island with no adults. At first, they try to work together, but things quickly fall apart as fear and power struggles take over. The story shows how people can lose control without rules and how quickly things can turn wild.
	In Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell explores why some people become super successful. He explains that success isn’t just about being smart—it also depends on things like where you’re from, how you were raised, and even lucky timing. The book shows that hidden advantages and hard work both play a big part in reaching the top.

	IB Literature & Performance

	Summer Reading
	Students must read the following two texts:
	In White Nights by Fyodor Dostoevsky, a lonely young man meets a girl named Nastenka during a series of late-night walks in the city. As they share their dreams and worries, he quickly falls in love with her. The story is about loneliness, hope, and the sadness that can come with loving someone who may not love you back.
	In The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka, a man named Gregor Samsa wakes up one morning transformed into a giant bug. As he struggles to adjust, his family begins to treat him like a burden instead of a person. The story explores isolation, family pressure, and what it means to be human.

	Search for Self

	Summer Reading
	Students must read The Alchemist:
	and choose one of the following:

	Special Class English 12
	Click on each book to watch a book trailer!


	Summer Reading
	Students must read one of the following:
	In The Messenger by Markus Zusak, Matty lives in a peaceful village that starts to change in dangerous ways. He discovers he has a special power that might help save his home and the people he loves. The story is about bravery, change, and the importance of helping others.

	IB English Year 2

	Summer Reading
	Students must read the following:
	In Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Kambili is a quiet teenager living in Nigeria with her strict and deeply religious father. Her life is controlled by fear until she visits her aunt, where she experiences laughter, freedom, and love for the first time. As political unrest grows around them, Kambili begins to question everything she’s been taught. The story is about family, silence, and the courage it takes to speak out and grow into yourself.

	AP English Literature 12

	Summer Reading
	Students must read at least two of the following: (continued on next page)

	Summer Reading

